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MATTERS OF COMMENT 





The Kansas Natural Gas Company should he 
able, some day, to pay big dividends. It has an 
excellent market for its gas and in Oklahoma should 
find an ample supply. ' 





Producers of oil in California and West Virginia 
are becoming interested in the Oklahoma idea of 
trade regulation. They will try “some of the 
same” if they can get it. 





The sturdy tank-builder is making a hit with his 
hammer this summer in the Oklahoma oil fields. 
Storage was never so keenly in demand in this 
state as at this moment. 





The Drake Memorial Association of Titusville, 
Pa., deserves encouragement in its purpose to keep 
alive the memory of Col. Edwin L. Drake, the 
founder of one of the greatest of modern indus- 
tries. Honor to Col. Drake is honor due. 





Wyoming is slowly, but surely expanding its oil 
producing area. And many enterprising persons 
and concerns are getting in on the ground floor 
so as to be present when market conditions are 
more alluring than at present, to the producing 
fraternity. 





The Prairie Oil & Gas Company has proved a 
friend indeed to those producers in the Nowata 
(Okla.) shallow sand region whose market had 
been lost to them as a consequence of the aband- 
onment of the district by the Milliken Refining 
Company. 





One of the Journal’s correspondents tells us 
that lightning rarely strikes tanked oil in the 
Golden State. Oil is struck there, but not by light- 
ning. Elsewhere electric flashes do much damage 
to oil fields, but in many important matters Califor- 
nia is peculiar. 





Some of our esteemed contemporaries advise 
everybody to “keep cool’ about present vexations 
in business. This is all very well, but how can 
Oklahomans keep cool when the mercury rises 
above the 100 mark and the withering blasts of 
genuine hot air cause an over-production of humid 
discontent? 





In some quarters the question of: the hour is: 
“Why should. those: three Kansas Natural Gas 
Company receivers in Oklahoma be superceded and 
succeeded by another receiver, duly appointed by an 
Oklahoma court? The original appointments weré 
valid and regular... As receivers they could receive 
all that was coming to them. 





In Eastern oil fields business conditions are great- 
ly dépressed. Not only are the affairs of the” pro- 
ducers in an unsatisfactory condition, but there 


|are troubles in allied industries. 
| 


Shops are run- 
ning on reduced time; workers are out of employ- 
|ment; money is scarce. The shadow of the Euro- 
| pean war cloud covers much space and it moves 
| Slowly. 
| 

| Hon. Al. Jennings, Oklahoma’s renowned political 
|reformer, declines the position of war correspond- 
|;ent. He ‘s fond of excitement and will remain in 
his home state for the purpose of beating back the 
on-rushing forces of political evil. Isn’t it strange 
that Jennings does not tempt fate by getting into 
the more or less strenuous “oil game,” or at least 
| become an oil writer? 





The Cushing field continues to hold its place 
in the limelight as a marvelously productive dis- 
trict. Its oil has quality and quantity of a market- 
smashing character. And many days will pass 
ere it reaches the dregs of its present output. 
Producers of the Pennsylvania grade of oil are 
finding Cushing oil a competitive commodity of 
formidable possibilities. 





Oklahoma City, according to one of its enter- 
prising newspapers, has an ambition. It desires to 
become a great oil metropolis. It would coax away 
from Tulsa, the present petroleum center of the 
state, all its oil men, together with their belongings; 
their offices, plants, agitations, gushers, etc., and 
have these all transplanted in the capital city. 
The capital, by this means, could become more 
heavily capitalized, but it is only a boomer’s dream. 
Tulsa and its oil interests are here to stay. 





Leasers are not wearing out so much shoe leath- 
er on Oklahoma’s burning sands as they formerly 
did. The fortune-seekers are unable to lift the 
veil that shuts off the future and foresee the period 
when oil conditions are due to resume their normal 
aspect. The antagonized armies of Europe may 
fight it out on that long battle line “if it takes all 
summer.” This is known to the leaser and those 
who are back of him and he is marking time— 
not oil maps. 





The movement in behalf of a government pipe 
line is said to be taking on renewed vigor owing 
to congested conditions now existing in the petro- 
leum business. It is declared that a government 
outlet for oil at this time would be of great ad-| 
vantage to the producers. -But those who line up 
on that side of the proposition do not locate the) 
government’s prospective terminal markets—ex- 
cept in the matter of fuel oil for the navy. If| 
the government should add large storage facilities | 
to its pipe line system, these would serve a good| 
purpose in over-production emergencies—until the | 
tanks were filled. 





OIL EXPORTED DURING JUNE. 





The Monthly Summary of Commerce and Finance 
of the United States for June, showing the countries 
to which mineral oils were exported, gives interest- 
ing figures in respect to the movement of the sev-| 
eral classes of oil. | 

.Of the 16,267,407 gallons of crude that went} 
abroad, Canada took 5,735,578; France, 4,630,141; | 
Chile, 2,530,000, and Mexico, 1,333,428 gallons. 

Of the 17,616,294 gallons of gasoline exported, the | 
United Kingdom took 5,918,324 gallons; Canada, | 
4,602,330 gallons; France, 1,705,735 gallons; Italy, | 
1,275,298 gallons; Argentine, 1,479,882 gallons; Bra-| 
zil, 567,570 gallons; British Oceana, 793,580 ‘gallons. | 

Illuminating oil exported amounted to 103,146,943 | 
gallons, of which the Netherlands took 27,461,556 | 
gallons, compared with 14,695,798 gallons in the 
previous June; Germany, 10,950,341 gallons, com- 
pared’ with 7,374,413 gallons; United Kingdom, 13,- 
663,612 gallons, compared with 13,560,440 gallons; | 
China, 13,673,612 gallons, compared with 13,914,180 
gallons; Japan, 10,316,704 gallons, compared with 
9,892,000 gallons. 

Lubricating oil exported amounted to 15,398,700 
gallons, of which the United Kingdom took 3,380,699 
gallons; compared with 3,633,102 gallons; Germany, 
2,155,540 gallons, compared with 1,383,595 gallons; 


| 
} 











France, 2,942,160 gallons, compared: with cides 
igallons. 


WEEKLY FIELD REVIEW. 


But very little change in general field conditions 
was noted during the week ending August 22. There — 
is still an inclination on the part of operators to 
proceed cautiously in their drilling campaigns. This 
is particularly true in fields where deep wells mean 
expensive operating. Cushing, the most disquieting 
factor of the Mid-Continent region, continues to 
pour forth a flood of oil and at regular periods to 
furnish wells that indicate extensions to the pro- 
ducing area. Two 4,000-barrel wells located four 
miles north of the original Bartlesville sand pool 
have proven conclusively that the sand is wonder- 
fully rich in that locality, and a well situated be- 
tween the old pool and the northern extension, that 
flows 40 barrels an hour, leads to the belief that the 
original development and the latest extension will 
be connected by a string of gushers. In the Wicey 
pool, and in territory southwest of Sapulpa, drilling 
is resulting in wells far above the average in pro- 
duction. A 200-barrel well at Boynton, in Muskogee 
County, has attracted attention to that locality. The 
Healdton pool exnibits but little activity and noth- 
ing of great importance occurred in other Oklahoma 
or Kansas districts. 

Operators in the Louisiana field are preparing for 
a resumption of active development, as soon as the 
market conditions warrant such action. New com- 
panies are being formed to take over available prop- 
erty in anticipation of an improvement in the gen- 
eral situation in the near future. The most impor- 
tant well of the week is located in Red River Parish 
and had an initial production of 1,500 barrels daily. 
Salt water is appearing in wells at Mooringsport 
and it is freely predicted that Mooringsport will 
soon be outside the pale as an oil-producing locality. 
Wildcat operations in various directions from pro- 
duction form an interesting feature of the Caddo 
field news. 

Sour Lake, the most active of the Gulf Coast 
pools, furnished two good wells that added mate- 
rially to the daily output of the Coastal field. Both 
wells are owned by the Producers Oil Company and 


| had an initial daily production of 7,500 barrels. 


These figures were revised, however, after 24 hours, 
owing to the presence of salt water. Batson and 
Goose Creek also supplied completions, but they 
were not of starting size. Other pools of the Gulf 
Coast exhibited no features worthy of special com- 
ment. 

Wildcat drilling in various sections of the Texas 
Panhandle field is attracting attention during a lull 
in operations within defined territory. Wells that 
may or may not prove the means of opening new 
pools are drilling at Amarillo, San Angelo, Denison, 
Goldsboro, Olney, and Gainesville, and in Sheckel- 
ford, Jack, and Montague counties. But little drili- 


|ing is in progress in the Panhandle field and the 


completions are of the usual caliber. 

No indication of improvements in conditions is 
apparent in the Eastern field. Repeated reductions 
in the market and the inability of transportation 
companies to market oil, have combined to cause a 
partial suspension of work which may latér become 
a shut-down. Completions of the past few weeks 
have been small and the field work supplies but few 
features of interest. 

Although there is a decline in development work 
in the Central West, it appears to be the result of a 
scarcity of shallow territory rather than existing 
market conditions. The pipe lines are still running 
the oil offered, but are rapidly filling all available 
storage. There is considerable wildcat drilling in 
Kentucky and Indiana that furnishes much of inter- 
est to Central West operators. Recent completions 
have been of ordinary character. 





MID-CONTINENT PRODUCTION. 





The apparent estimated production of the fields 
of the Mid-Continent at the close of last week was 
as follows: Caddo, 35,000 barrels; Electra, 20,000 
barrels; Kansas and Oklahoma, outside of Cushing, 
175,500 barrels; Cushing, 151,500 barrels; total, 
382,000 barrels. 

The estimated daily production of fuel oil in the 
Gulf Coast fields at the end of the same period was 
35,000 barrels, and of refinable oil, 10,000 barrels. 
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NOT FORCING SETTLEMENTS. 





Oil-well supply dealers in Tulsa and other places 
in the Mid-Continent field are among the interests 
now subjected to vexatious business experiences. 
But they are familiar with the various angles of the 
situation in petroleum affairs. They know the rea- 
sons why many contractors and producers are un- 
able to pay over-due accounts. Extensions of time 
on these obligations have been granted very gener- 
ously and there is no squeezing of debtors who are 
unable to pay promptly. These oil men will pay just 
as soon as the prevailing stringency in liquidation 
relaxes, and the dealers have confidence in their 
honesty and solvency. 

It is simply a matter of being patient, all around, 
and patience is being exercised in a sensible and 
commendable manner. War and over-production of 
oil are causes of delayed payments, but the war em- 
bargo will be lifted in the days to come and the 
world will burn the surplus oil that now clogs the 
market. 





TO REGULATE OIL MATTERS. 





To regulate the prices of petroleum and the 
quantities of oil and gas to be placed on the mar-| 
ket, is the cbject of a movement recently inaugur- 
ated in California. The oil producers of that state 
have been watching the trend of affairs in Okla- 
homa. They have been pleased with the way in 
which the Corporation Commission has been doing 
things in this state and will try something of the 
same sort, if present plans develop as desired. 

The Californians are convinced that government 
by commission has some desirable features. They! 
would have a law passed authorizing the formation | 
of a commission which would exercise over the| 
petroleum and gas industry a direct influence and 
power; a commission that would say to the pro- 
ducer, “Thus far, and no farther, shalt thou go,” 
in the matter of production. Whenever an over- 
supply makes itself apparent they would have in- 
tervention by the commissioners. The Oklahoma 
idea of cutting out prospective wells; drilling wells 
to the top of the sand and adopting a “waiting and 
watching policy” pending the possibility of more 
desirable prices; pro-rating pipe line runs, drilling 
only offset wells when necessary, putting up stor- 
age, etc., to regulate the volume of supply, is con- 
sidered a correct solution to the troubles of the 
trade in California. 


A San Francisco man named J. H. G. Wolf, who 
is said to know much about oil matters, has drafted 
a sample bill which is submitted as a model for 
the legislators to study. It provides for the ap- 
pointment of three commissioners to be paid $7,000 
per year; cne to be a lawyer, another a geologist 
and the third a practical oil man. The commis- 
sioners, it is stipulated, shall have legal authority 
to regulate prices of petroleum and natural gas in 
that State and to fix the amount of oil to be pro- 
duced from the wells. The proposed corporation 
commission would also have power, according to 
Wolf’s plans, to prevent waste of oil and gas due 
to water infiltration, etc. 

In California a vast amount of oil is wasted by 
various means and this feature of the proposed 
legislation is regarded as one of much importance. 

In West Virginia and other Eastern oil fields 
producers of petroleum have also been taking notice 
of Oklahoma’s oil regulations and it is understood 
that efforts will be made to have enacted similar 
legislation to that in force here and proposed in 
California. 

Thus it may be seen that Oklahoma’s statesmen 
are being recognized as exemplars worthy of emu- 
lation in matters “relatin’ and appertainin’” to the 
fixing of legal restrictions on the ebb and flow 
of oil. 





EXPORT OIL TRADE. 





The importance of the foreign oil trade to the 
United States has not been so impressed upon the 
public in the past as now, when exports have been 
almost shut off as a result of the European conflict. 
Some idea of the importance of oil exports from the 
United States is shown when it is considered that 
the ratio of the value of these exports to the total 
exports from the United States during the past five 
years has been approximately 5 per cent. In the 
past four years foreign countries have taken Ameri- 
an oil to the value of $492,752,623, or an average of 
near $125,000,000 a year. 

In the fiscal year ended June 30, 1914, exports of 
mineral oils from the principal customs districts of 
the United States totaled 2,269,218,073 gallons, val- 
ued at $150,879,850, as compared with 1,989,772,713 
gallons, valued at $137,237,762 in the previous year. 





The daily average exports of mineral oils last year 


was close to 6,250,000 gallons, worth approximately 
$415,000. 

Of the European countries, Germany is a large 
consumer of American oil. According to statistics 
compiled by the Berlin Chamber of Commerce, Ger- 
many, in the calendar year 1913, imported some- 
thing like 225,000,000 gallons of illuminating oil 
from the United States, which was 77.1 per cent. of 
Germany’s total imports of illuminating oil. The 
United Kingdom, according to the export statistics 
of the Department of Commerce, took 187,828,453 
gallons of American illuminating oil in 1913, valued 
at $9,540,734, and in 1914 the amounts were 197,007,- 
760 gallons and $10,006,931. France was also a good 
customer for American oil in 1914, the amount of 
her purchases being $12,003,964, and exceeding that 
of the United Kingdom. Belgium bought American 
oil in 1914 to the sum of $4,021,449. 


A review of the export statistic sto the individual] | 
European countries is misleading, as much Ameri- | 
can oil is transferred from one country to another. | 
For instance, Government statistics show that in the | 


1913 calendar year only 86,118,348 gallons of illumi- | 
nating oil was exported to Germany, while 155,496,- 


882 gallons were exported to the Netherlands. The 


greater part of the oil shipped to the Netherlands 
went to the southern part of Germany. In addition 


| to the oil which is sent through that county to Ger- 
many, a considerable volume goes to other coun-| 


tries, among which are Denmark, Norway and 
Sweden. 


The value of America’s oil trade with Europe in|} 


1913 amounted to $65,218,040, or over $5,400,000 a 
month. These figures show what is means to the 
oil industry to have this market curtailed or closed 
entirely. 





EXPORTERS MORE HOPEFUL. 





More hopeful feeling is noticeable among oil ex- | 
porters, says The Journal’s New York correspond- | 
ent. Steamship docks and warehouses are con- 
gested with export shipments, but the fact that 
there was a slight increase last week in foreign 
orders for refined products and the possibility of the 
near future furnishing a more adequate fleet of ves- 
sels, gives the export situation a more promising 
aspect. When the embargo is lifted exporters will 
realize handsomely on their shipments through the 
advanced prices that must naturally follow an enor- 
mous demand, 





MARKED DECREASE IN RUNS. 





During the first three weeks of August, the Prairie 
Oil & Gas Company’s runs were 1,916,915 barrels, 
an average of 86,521 barrels daily. Sales to trade 
totalled 1,814,594 barrels, a daily average of 86,409 
barrels, leaving 2,361 barrels to be put in storage. 

An idea of the recent changes in transportation 
affairs may be gained by comparing the Prairie 
company’s last report with that covering the first 
three weeks of July, which contained the following 
information: Runs, 2,483,596 barrels; daily aver- 
age, 118,266 barrels; deliveries, 2,217,331 barrels; 
daily average, 105,587 barrels; put in storage, 266,- 
265 barrels. This comparison shows a decrease in 
runs of 666,641 barrels; in deliveries, 402,737 bar- 
rels; in oil placed in storage, 263,904 barrels. 

On August 1, the company had 49,627,480 barrels 
of oil in storage. The big increase in stocks is due 
partially to a change in the.manner of reporting oil 
delivered. Previously, all oil turned over to a con- 
necting line was reported as deliveries, whether it 
was actually purchased or not. Under the new plan, 
the oil delivered, but not purchased, is rated as 
stocks still in the possession of the Prairie com- 
pany. 





THE CANAL AS AN OUTLET. 





The Dallas (Tex.)) News says: Oil operators in 
the producing fields of Texas and Oklahoma are 
looking forward to a revival of the trade in oil, with 
the establishment of a line of oil ships between New 
Orleans and Galveston and the Orient: via the Pan- 
ama Canal. The first consignment to leave New 
Orleans was loaded on the British steamer Eburns 
by the Export Oil Corporation of Tulsa, Okla., des- 
tined for Yokohoma, Japan, August 19. 

This will be the first steamer of any kind to pass 
through the canal from the port of New Orleans, 
according to I. M. Griffin, general freight agent of 
the Texas & Pacific. The oil loaded into the Eburns 
was freighted to New Orleans by the Texas & Pa- 
cific. Officials of that road say that it is only the 
first of a large business that will be handled by that 
road during the fall and winter. It is believed the 
trade will become permanent and give Texas and 
Oklahoma producers an entirely new market, practi- 
cally upon a water rate. 


Thursday, 


ROUMANIAN PRODUCTION. 





The oil production of the fields of Roumania is 
slowly increasing. In June the amount credited to 
the fields was 1,072,800 barrels, the daily average 
being 35,760 barrels. In May the production was 
1,057,958, making a daily average of 34,121 barrels. 
| The gain for June amounted to 14,847 barrels. 

In July a new well was struck in Roumania mak- 
ing nearly 5,000 barrels a day. Another producer 
was found in the new field of Bana which started 
at 14,000 barrels but sanded up. It has been 
|cleared of the obstruction and at last reports the 
(latter part of July was flowing 8,500 barrels a day. 
‘L/e sand was struck at a little more than 2,500 feet. 

The Roumanian railroads have called for com- 
petitive bids for 2,000,000 barrels to be delivered 
between now and April 1, 1916. 











| 


RUNS CUT TO 35 PER CENT. 





On Wednesday, of this week, the Prairie Oil & 
Gas Company made a further cut in the amount of 
|oil to be run in the different pools, outside of the 
'Cushing development, and hereafter, till further no- 
| tice, the company will take but 35 per cent. of the 
|amount of oil that it formerly handled. No further 
change has been registered by the other pipe-line 
companies—The Texas Company is handling 50 per 
| cent. and the Gulf Pipe Line Company 60 per cent. 





THEY FLY FOREIGN FLAGS. 





As a consequence of recent developments, the fact 
has become known that many American ships, ow- 
ing to obnoxious and obstructive shipping laws of 
| the United States, fly foreign flags. These ships 
| represent over a million tons. One-third of the total 
are tank steamers, including 40 German steamers 
| owned by the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey 
and 20 British steamers owned by the Standard Oil 
| Company of New York. But nearly all the remain- 
ing two-thirds are high-class passenger and freight 
vessels. Four of them are 13,000-ton, twin-screw 
steamers belonging to the Atlantic Transport Com- 
pany. Fifteen, including several of 10,000 tons or 
more, belong to the Red Star, American and Domin- 
ion Lines. The United Fruit Company, which con- 
trols the banana trade, owns 23 ships whose home 
port is nominally Glasgow. 

In this connection, we note with much interest an 
article by Rear Admiral Caspar F. Goodrich in the 
August issue of The Navy Admiral Goodrich re- 
gards “noxious restrictions” as the chief cause of 
our absence from the high seas. For instancé, the 
American ship is taxed on its investment irrespec- 
tive of profits, whereas the British ship is taxed on 
its profits and accordingly pays no tax unless profits 
have been made. British ships pay consular fees 
once a year, whereas American ships are held up 
every time they enter a foreign port. These two 
items, says Admiral Goodrich, drove American ves- 
sels from the China seas. Again, employment and 
discharge of seamen are surrounded with regula- 
tions involving fees and fines. Finally, there has 
been the constant threat that ever-increasing exac- 
tions by the Seaman’s Union would be multiplied 
and made statutory, as Senator LaFollette is at- 
tempting now. 

We might at least give our more expensively 
built and manned ships a fair chance to try what 
they can do. Then, with American-owned ships now 
under foreign flags preferably furnishing the bulk of 
recruits to our flag for the present extraordinary 
situations, we should adopt no permanent policy 
which does not—most of all in the matter of Ameri- 
can shipyards—contemplate the possibility that we 
ourselves may be at war. 





‘JOURNAL IS APPRECIATED. 





The purpose of the Oil and Gas Journal is to give 
the actual news of the oil world, and to do so in 
an unbiased manner and as correctly as possible. 
This fact is known and appreciated by discerning 
oil men in all fields and it is this quality in the 
Journal’s oil news that renders it valuable. The 
statistics of this publication are used by govern- 
ment officials at Washington in making up their 
reports on oil and gas. Big concerns and little 
ones, that are interested in the trade, get their in- 
formation from the Journal. Individuals desiring 
to obtain the latest and most authentic data con- 
cerning oil developments throughout the world, sub- 
scribe for the Journal—or buy it at news stands. 
Advertisers who wish to present their claims direct- 
ly to prospective buyers, use the Journal’s adver- 
tising columns. And the Journal, as a consequence 
of the policy which it pursues, is prospering and 
successful. It is recognized as a_ publication 





strictly in a class by itself. 
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STOCKS IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 





The unprecedented condition which has checked 
exports, is calling attention to the stocks of oil 
held abroad. In the Orient the Standard Oil Com- 
pany of New York, reports that it has half a 
year’s supply of petroleum products in the various 
ports. It is known that large cargoes were shipped 
there during the last few months, so that it is 
probable the consumers in ‘the eastern countries 
will not need to worry for a time. 

England seems to have been apprehensive of the 
present trouble, and to have laid in ample stocks 
of fuel oil, though it may be short on illuminating 
oil and gasoline. Some weeks ago the Admiralty 
referred to provisions which had been made, in 
order that if an emergency arose the country 
should be in possession of sufficient. liquid fuel 
supplies and intimated that huge stocks had been 
provided for. These have since been increased 
and only a few days before hostilities commenced 
several large cargoes were received into Admiralty 
storage from the United States, Roumania, Trini- 
dad and Mexico. Its cruisers have also captured 
several tankers sailing under the German flag, 
whose cargoes will probably go into its tanks at 
Sheerness. It would appear that England is well 
supplied with fuel oil for several months. 

Germany’s stocks of oil it is presumed are not 
excessive. In May it took 1,000,000 gallons more 
of illuminating oil than in the same month a year 
ago, but for the eleven months its imports of 
this article, from the United States showed a 
decrease of 28,000,000 gallons. How much of this 
may have been made up from other countries is 
not known. Her imports of fuel oil from the United 
States also declined 5,000,000 gallons the last 11 
months as compared with those of 1913, while of 
gasoline she imported from America over 4,000,000 
gallons more than in the previous period. A large 
portion of her supplies of oil would come from 
Roumania and that country is now closed to 
Germany. 

In the South American countries the stocks are 
not large, and it is expected that shipments, though 
limited for a time, will soon be made to those 
ports. 

The total stocks of crude and refined in the Baku 
district on June 1, amounted to 8,718,000 barrels. 
This amount will kelp out Russia in connection 
with the production of her fields. 





PRAIRIE’S RUNS AND PRICES. 





“The amount of oil to be run by the Prairie Oil & 
Gas Company in Oklahoma depends wholly on the 
amount of oil taken by the refineries,” said an offi- 
cial of that corporation, in a talk with a Journal 
man a few days ago: “Our oil,” he continued, “goes 
chiefly to Middle West refineries. But little of it is 
. wanted in the East. If the refineries served by the 
Prairie have a market for their output big enough to 
keep our runs at 40 per cent., that will be the 
amount which we will take. If the demand is lower 
and means 30 per cent. runs, that will be the ratio. 
It all depends. The market, of course, is domestic. 

“The over-sea traffic is a matter that keeps every- 
body guessing. Nobody is in a position to make a 
prediction based on anything tangible, so far as ex- 
ports—especially from Eastern points—are con- 
cerned. The company’s policy is to weather the 
storm as well as it possibly can and find a market 
for as much oil as possible. That, in a word, is the 
situation as it affects the Prairie Oil & Gas Com- 
pany.” 

The same official stated that he understood there 
would soon be some exportation of oil by individual, 
independent shippers who are willing to take 
chances on the high seas for the possible profits to 
be had on account of war prices abroad, but he had 
no definite information on the subject. 

On Saturday last at Oklahoma City, W. S. Fitz- 
patrick, attorney for the Prairie, had an interview 
with Corporation Commissioner Henshaw in rela- 
tion to Prairie Oil & Gas Company affairs in this 
State. The condition of the trade was fully set 
forth by the attorney and the company’s purposes 
were explained. 

There was a report in Oklahoma City to the ef- 
fect that notice was given by Mr. Fitzpatrick of an 
intended cut in prices by the Prairie, but there was 
no such notification. Whether there are to be fur- 
ther reductions in the percentage of oil taken by the 
pipe line from its patrons, depends upon circum- 
stances. 

Mr. Fitzpatrick had just returned from New York, 
where he was in conference with the head officials 
of the company and the matters laid before the 
commissioner were by authority and based on in- 
formation received at first hand, 





PIPE-LINE AND RAILROAD RATES. 





The Muskogee (Okla.) Phoenix has the following 
interesting article on pipe-line and railroad rates. 


The rates for carrying oil in pipes are, of course, | 


less than those of the railroad companies: 

For example, the pipe-line rate quoted by the 
Prairie to Brooklyn is less than half the railroad 
rate by tank cars; the railroad rate is $1.46, against 
the new-pipe-line rate of 70 cents. 


The table below gives the comparative rates by 
railroad and pipe line to various shipping points. 
The railroad rates given are those now in common 
use by the Muskogee refineries, and in each case 
are thought to be the lowest possible tank-car rates 
to be had. In calculating the railroad rate, which is 
upon the 100 pounds instead of the barrel, their 
basis of 7.4 pounds per gallon for crude oil was 
used in reducing the rates to barrels: 


— —Per Barrel—— 

To— Railroad. Pipe Line. 
I ABEND 5 d's 0-0. 'p 010 traie.6-0 a0 Reece $ .3108 20c 

Sy I ND on 5 ce we ve oe cecee ses -4662 37%e 

ED, IR MMR: 25 6.5 goss ee adie cadre: .4662 37%4e 
NI ig en hg ws soc cask yeninens 7770 42¢ 
Pe IL occ vic,a 0 si0a)sale sie Sane 1.0878 59c 
INE SEM iis 0 coes eicwticoseasae's 1,3986 70c 
ENR NG Reo yc 00% 00 See adhe we 98 1,4607 70c 


The railroad rates to Neodesha, Port Arthur, and 
Baton Rouge are through rates; those to Whiting, 
Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, and Brooklyn are combina- 
tion rates on East St. Louis. 


An investigation of railroad rates on crude oil in 


tank cars shows that all lines do not agree, and that | 


there are conflicts between the through and combi- 
nation rates in some instances. 


barrel). So, into Chicago, there are different rates 
over different lines, the lowest from Muskogee be- 


ing 20 cents per hundred (62.16 per barrel) for | 


crude. 


This complex variation in railroad rates may go) 
There is a rumor that by routing) 


even further. 
shipments on up through Canada and back into 
Pennsylvania, the rate above quoted may be lowered 


considerably, and there is a published report that} 
Cushing producers were shipping oil to Philadelphia | 


under a rate as low as 80 cents a barrel, against the | 
rate of $1.39 plus above quoted. Nothing is more} 
of such a possible rate here. | 

In comparing the new pipe-line tariffs with the| 
railroad rates, some critics have already fallen into | 
the error of adding the gathering charge of 12 cents | 
a barrel to the pipe-line rates. The gathering charge | 
simply covers the cost of getting the oil to the pipe- | 
line shipping point or pump station, as to the load- | 
ing rack in shipping by railroad. As the producer | 
now has to lay his own line and gather his own oil | 
for railroad shipment, or else pay someone else to| 
do it, so would he either have to lay lines from his | 
lease to the pipe-line station and deliver his own oil | 
there, or pay the pipe lines to do it for him. The) 
only question being whether the proposed 12 cents) 
a barrel for such service is too much—upon which | 
the oil producers and pipe lines are already at ex- 
treme variance. 

In making the above comparisons between rail- 
road and pipe-line rates, the following pipe-line tar- 
iffs were used: Prairie Oil & Gas Company, to 
Neodesha, Kan.; Whiting, Ind.; Pittsburgh and 
Philadelphia, Pa., and Brooklyn, N. Y.; the Okla- 
homa Pipe Line Company to Baton Rouge, La., and 
The Texas Pipe Line Company to Port Arthur. 





OIL DEPOTS ON THE HUMBER. 





The new oil station constructed.at Salt End, about 
one mile east of the newly opened King George 
Dock, received its first oil-tank steamer on May 27, 
1914, writes Consul Charles M. Hathaway, Jr., Hull, 
England. “The site consists of 187 acres of isolated, 
uncultivated land on the Humber shore, of which 
120 acres will be available for storage of oil.- This 
storage space is to be leased to oil-importing com- 
panies which erect their own storage tanks. Some 
are already built and it is expected that ultimately 
there will be about 25 tanks, the largest of which 
will have a capacity of 525,000 gallons. Crude petro- 
leum, kerosene, and lubricating oils of all grades 
will be handled here. The intention is to make this 
depot the chief distributing point for the midland 
and northern counties of England. The oil jetty 
will be operated in connection with the new King 
George dock and under the control of the same su- 
perintendent. It will be connected by railway tracks 


For an instance, | 
the through rate from Muskogee to Whiting, Ind., is | 
32 cents per hundred pounds (99.45 cents per bar-| 
rel), while the combination rate on East St. Louis is | 
only 25 cents per hundred pounds (77.7 cents per | 


| distributed inland in railway oil tanks of from 12 to 
|14 tons capacity, over all the lines entering Hull. 
| The oil will also be piped directly into wagons and 
|small tanks for local distriution, and will be dis- 
| tributed along the river in barges as conditions may 
warrant. The Asiatic Petroleum Company and the 
Anglo-American Oil Company are among those al- 
ready established at the depot. It seems to be ex- 
pected that Mexican, Russian, and Roumanian oils 
| will be the bulk of the supply. The scheme com- 
| prises warehouses, offices, workshops, repair sheds, 
|}and a dormitory and kitchen for the use of foreign 
seamen. The incomplete portions of the undertak- 
ing are to be rapidly concluded. 

“Across the Humber from the Salt End oil jetty 
and some miles nearer the sea, alongside the Great 
Central Railway Docks at Immingham, is the new 
oil storage of the British Admiralty at North Kil- 
|lingholme. A jetty has been built here and tank 
| steamers recently egun to arrive in rapid succession, 
|one after another. It is evident that the North Kil- 
| lingholme station is to be an important base of sup- 
| ply for oil fuel to the British Navy. There has been 
| talk of the construction of a dry dock at this point 
| large enough to take a battleship.” 
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AMERICANS ARE NEUTRAL. 





President Wilson is to be commended for his re- 
cent appeal to the people of this nation to refrain 
from showing partisan bias in matters relating to 
the European war. The contending nations are all 
on friendly terms with the United States. Natives 
of the different countries involved are, in large num- 
bers, residents of this Republic. Many are natural- 
ized citizens. To offend the national and racial sen- 
sibilities of either aliens or naturalized citizens by 
unseemly displays of prejudice or approbation, to- 
ward one or the other side, is absurd. This country 
must be neutral as a nation and, individually, the 
American people should likewise maintain a strictly 
neutral attitude. 





TEXAS COMPANY CASE. 





OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla., Aug. 22.—Judge Rainey 
of the District Court at Atoka has informed the At- 
torney General that he will rule on the motions of 
The Texas Company in the receivership and ouster 
cases the first week in September. In case the mo- 
tions are overruled it is the desire of the Attorney 
General to have the trial as soon as possible. 








PERSONAL MENTION 




















Ray Collins, a Tulsa oil man, is the guest of rela- 
tives in Bradford, Pa. 

B. B. Mickelson has returned to Tulsa from a trip 
which included Chautauqua Lake and Pittsburgh, Pa. 

T. E. Kirkbride, of Tulsa, widely known through- 
out the Eastern oil fields, is visiting his sister, Mrs. 
Kk. W. Holmes, of Oil City, Pa. 

Leo Ludlow of the Okla Oil Company has re- 
turned to Tulsa from Waukesha, Wis. where he 
has been enjoying a summer sojourn. 

W. L. Newblock, of the Link Oil Company, is in 
Asheville, N. C., in the hope of improving his health, 
which is said to be seriously impaired. 

L. G. Huntley, formerly of the Associated Geo- 
logical Engineers, has left for Colombia, South 
America, ‘or examination of oil properties. 

F. D. Bostaph, of the Josepu Reid Gas Engine 
Compa: y, was a business visitor at Ardmore, Okla., 
and vicinity in the early part of the week. 

J. N. Hunter, of the Gulf Pipe Line Company, 
returned cn Wednesday of last week from Brad- 
ford, Pa., 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ira Hunter. 

Lloyd 2B. Smith, of the Associated Geological 
Engineers sailed on August 12 for Colombia, 
South America, where he will be engaged in the 
examination of oil territory for a couple of months. 

James A. Lamb, one of the best known rig build- 
ers in all the fields, but now located at Ardmore, 
Okla., has moved his family to that place from 
Wichita Falls, Tex., where they have resided for 
over two years. 

Walter Markham left Tulsa on Monday for a visit 
with relatives in Bradford, Pa. While working in 
the Cushing field recently a set of jars dropped on 
Walter’s foot, causing an injury that may incapaci- 
tate him for some time. 

F. V. Faulkner, vice president and general man- 
ager of the Corsicana Petroleum Company, with 


Dallas (Tex.) headquarters, was a visitor at Ard-; 


more, Okla., during the week. Mr. Faulkner’s com- 
pany has extensive interests in the Healdton pool. 

Louis Campbell and wife, of ‘Dallas, Tex., are vis- 
itors at Ardmore, Okla. Mr. Campbell is affiliated 
with the lease department of the Corsicana Petro- 
leum Company. Before making Dallas his head- 
quarters Mr. Campbell was located at Wichita Falls, 
Tex. 

Rev. John Van Gestel, assistant pastor of the 
Holy Family church, of Tulsa, is visiting friends 
in Belgium and when last heard from was at Ant- 
werp. He is in the war zone and no word has 
been received from him since the opening of 
hostilities. . 


William McCann, an oil-tool blacksmith, widely 
known in Oklahoma fields, was in Tulsa from Mus- 
kogee, Okla., last Sunday. He stated that many 
shops engaged in oil-well work are running on half 
time. This condition prevails in Eastern fields as 
well as in the West. 

Editor J. J. Moroney, of Okmulgee, Okla., was a 
visitor in Tulsa last Thursday, enroute from Toledo 
O., to his home. In the Ohio city, recently, Mr. 
Moroney’s wife, who had been very ill, underwent 


; with Harry Kerstetter. 


where he spent two weeks with his|, 





a serious surgical operation and is now rapidly 
regaining ker health. 

John T. Crotty, vice president and general man- 
ager of the Republic Supply Company, with Hous- 
ton (Tex.) headquarters, was a visitor to the Carter 
County (Okla.) pool during the week, visiting with 
R. P. Cole and E. C. Munnell, who represent his 
company in Healdton district. 

W. C. McBride has arrived in Tulsa after spending 
some time in the East, where he attended a direc- 
tors’ meeting of the Pure Oil Company at Philadel- 
phia, Pa. Mr. McBride has extensive interests in 
all pools in the country of any prominence with the 
exception of California and the Gulf Coast. 


Ralph Weaver, well-known leaser and operator, 
has returned to Tulsa after spending several weeks 
in the East. Mr. Weaver is a firm believer in Kay 
County, Okla., and has a large block of acreage in 
different portions of the county. He is associated 
These gentlemen have 
drilled a number of dry holes during the past ten 
months, but look for their next attempt to be a well 
of some sort. 


G. Harry Dann, treasurer of the Roxana Petro- 
leum Co., of Oklahoma, has been granted leave to 
proceed to London, England, on a short visit. Mr. 
Dann, who is a British subject, has resided in 
Tulsa for about a year, and thoroughly enjoys the 
oil game, with all of its interesting features. He 
left on Saturday with his wife and child, for New 
York, where they will stay for a few days, and 
leave on the St. Louis, for Liverpool, Aug. 28. 

Harry Kerstetter, of Tulsa, has returned from an 
Eastern trip which included his old home town, 
Bradford, Pa. He says that the depression of 
business in the East—especially the oil business 
and allied industries, is reaching a serious stage. 
Oil-well supply manufacturers are running shops on 
reduced time and many men are idle. The de- 
pression ‘s especially distressing to small pro- 
ducers who had been involving themselves in debt 
to increase their production before the break in 
prices came, 

William Gruber, manager of the Interstate Pipe 
& Cordage Company at Bartlesville, Okla., who is 
known to everybody in the oil fields, has made his 
debut as a baseball pitcher. In a diamond contest 
between Bartlesville and Dewey fat men this week, 
Mr. Gruber was able to qualify both in talent and 
weight and the curves, in-shoots, drops, etc., that he 
introduced were simply marvelous—even the catch- 
er being astounded at Gruber’s swiftness. The name 
of Dewey usually is associated with victory, but 
there was no Dewey victory in this affair; it was 
Bartlesville’s game. 








NOTED IN PASSING 








Employes of the Standard Oil Company in New 
Jersey are working on half time. 


The Continental Oil Company, of Denver, Colo., 
has declared a quarterly $3 dividend. 

The cutting of rims in California reduces the 
amount of oil marketed daily by about 15,000 
barrels. 

The Atlantic Refining Company, at Philadelphia, 
Pa., has practically suspended operations. Cause: 
No exports. 

The Standard Oil Company of New Jersey, has 
declared a $5 per share, quarterly dividend, pay- 
able Sept. 15. 

Two ‘illinois companies have leased 9,000 acres 
ot land in Pawnee County, Kansas, and will con- 
duct extensive operations. 

The early shutting down of some of the Standard 
Oil Co’s. big refineries is anticipated owing to war 
troubles in the export trade 

The new Madison Township oil field near West 
Point, O., is arousing much interest. A test well 
brought in, recently, stands full of oil. 

The Pure Oil Co., has passed the dividend due 
to be declared at this time. The last previous 
dividend was 5 per cent paid June 5. 

At New Orleans, La., the K. & M. Oil Company 
has been crganized to carry on extensive oil oper- 
ations in Calcasieu parish in that State. 

A clogged well near Taft, Cal., was treated re- 
cently to a shot of dynamite. The hole was cleared 
and the well began to flow quite vigorously. 

Jacob Long recently died at Hartford, Ind. He 
acquired some local fame by claiming to be an oil 
wizard, using a forked stick in his efforts to locate 
wells. 


The Galena Oil Company has declared its reg- 





ular quarterly dividend of 2 per cent, on preferred 
stock and 3 per cent on common stock, payable 
Sept. 30. 

Roy Powell has resigned as superintendent of the 
Seaboard Oil & Transit Company of California. 
Failing health has caused him to give up active 
work for a time. 

The American Oil Fields Company has decided to 
install a casing-head gas plant on its property in the 
Maricopa Flat, near the Lakeview (Cal.) gusher of 
that corporation. 


Citizens of Henryetta, Okla., complain to the Cor- 


‘poration Commission that Smith & Swan are charg- 


ing excessive rates for natural gas supplied there 
for household uses. 


Natural-gas production in Canada last year totaled 
12,500,000 cubic feet. A few years ago some Cana- 
dian gas was piped into the United States, but it is 
no longer exported. 

The ways and means committee of Congress has 
unanimously reported the bill to permit the manu- 
facture of denatured alcohol to compete with gaso- 
line as a motor fuel. 


The Midas Oil Company, of Vallejos, Cal., has 
been dissolved and in its stead a new corporation 
is formed to proceed with oil prospecting enter- 
prises in that vicinity. 

Employees of the Oil Well Supply Company of Oil 
City, Pa., held a picnic on the shores of Lake Erie 
last Saturday. The attendance was large and the 
occasion much enjoyed. 

Montana people are watching oil test work in 
Toole County with great interest. It is believed 
that oil will be found in a hole now being drilled 
near Sweetgrass, Mont. 


At Seattle, Wash., the Standard Oil Company laid 
off 32 fine horses recently and put 14 tank wagons 
out of commission. Oil in that city will hereafter 
be delivered with modern motor trucks. 

At the close of August the Spokane-Pennsylvania 
Oil Company will start drilling operations near Mt. 
Spokane, in Washington State, for the purpose of 
testing territory about which much has been writ- 
ten. 


Calgary's oil stock boom was nearly dead before 
the war situation developed. And since that em- 
barrassing occurrence suddenly paralyzed many 
lines of business, Calgary’s boom is entirely with- 
out life. 

The Flathead Valley Oil Company has been or- 
ganized at Spokane, Wash. The corporation has 
2,000 acres of territory north of Glacier National 
Park, in which it is believed an oil field may be 
located. 

Near the Southwest Oklahoma line, in Texas, W. 
A. Doyle & Co., of New York City, are starting a 
deep oil test. It is located in Section 199, six 
miles north of Quanah, Texas, and the well will be 
closely watched. 

Harry Hart, a California oil man, narrowly 
escaped death under the wheels of an automobile, 
recently, in San Francisco. Prompt action by ,the 
man in charge of the machine diverted the auto’s 
course and averted serious consequences. 

Near McFarland, Cal., the Standard Oil Company 
has completed at its tank farm 18 tanks of from 
35,000 to 65,000-barrel capacity, and has under con- 
struction 18 more. It is said that besides these 36, 
the Standard will construct an additional 18. 


Miss Beatrice Robinson dropped a “go-devil” in a 
Brandywine (Ind.) well some days ago. As a result, 
a 250-quart shot was touched off and the well started 
at a 150-barrel gait. This is the third good pro- 
ducing well in that section of Shelby County. 


The Russian Duma has addressed the Czar’s 
government with a demand to establish an effect- 
ive control over the levying of the per pood tax 
from the petroleum producers exploiting the lands 
of the Terski and Kuban military administrations. 

J. S. McCool, employed on a drilling well in the 
Nowata (Okla.) field, was painfully burned by ex- 
ploding gas on Thursday of last week. McCool 
knew how to extinguish the blaze that suddenly 
seized upon his clothing and thus averted serious 
consequences, 


Tank building in the Healdton (Okla.) district, 
is proceeding rapidly. The steel required in this 
work was shipped during the recent past and there 
were 200 car loads of it. When the big containers 
are all finished their aggregate capacity. will be 
1,652,500 barrls. 


G. Harry Dunn, of the Roxana Oil Company, 
Tulsa, was the recipient of a silverware souvenir 
at a six o’clock dinner given by Tulsa friends, last 
Thursday evening. It was a “bon voyage” affair, 
Mr. Dunn departing, subsequently, for a visit to 
London, England, 
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In Roumania, under the name of “Societatea 
Romaneasca a Petrolului,’” a new enterprise has 
been formed with a capital of 1,600,000 francs. The 
company possesses 430 hectares of petroliferous 
lands situated in various districts of Prahova, Dam- 
bovitza and Putna. 

The Oil Well Supply Co.’s plant on Mechinc 
Street, Bradford, Pa., was struck by lightning dur- 
ing a recent storm. The lightning split timber, 
shocked workmen, etc., but caused no serious dam- 
age. Blacksmith Bert Brown was knocked down 
and severely stunned. 

The National Transit Company, at its Bear Creek 
(Pa.) pump station, is about to erect a tile smoke 
stack, 150 feet high. Coal and gas are to be used 
as fuel in generating power to handle the immense 
pumps. Abcut 300,000 cubic feet of gas per day is 
consumed at this plant. 

There has of late been a decided slump in deals 
in Oklahoma oil lands. However, there are a few 
transactions on the part of purchasers who believe 
that the present is a desirable time for buying oil 


properties, owing to over-production, war and other | 


price-depressing conditions. 

From the Petroleum Review, of London, Eng- 
land: “Owing to the fact that the London and 
Continental Stock Exchanges are closed, no useful 
purpose would be served by publishing our usual 
lists of oil share quotations. These lists are, there- 
fore, indefinitely withdrawn.” 

The Tonawanda, a Standard tank ship, sailed 
trom New York with a cargo of oil for England, on 
Menday of last week. This was the first cargo/| 
of oil Lo be sent out by the Standard from that} 
port since the war in Europe began. The Tona-| 
wanda flies the British flag. 


Claymont, Del., continues to oppose the erection 


Se: i] fi pets. : A 
of a proposed oil refinery by the Prudential Oil | noost” the pressure toward the main line at Depew. 


Company, within its boundaries. It is a burning} 
issue in that town. The parties protesting declare | 
that the refinery would be a public nuisance and a} 
blot on the scenic beauty of the town. 


Natural gas has been discovered in the Township | of a proposed association of oil producers to be 


This is the third district in Hungary jn | formed in Eastern fields, the object of the organi-|* 


of Temerin, in the southern part of Bacska County, 
Hungary. 





which natural gas has been discovered, and there} 


are evidences that it exists in other parts of the 
country, and that the deposits are enormous. 


try. 
pressed business conditions, will the wells be 
a shut down have upon the gas supply? They would 
like to know. 


Some weeks ago articles of incorporation were 
filed by the Shell company of California Inc. When 
interviewed it was admitted that they were in fact 
the Royal Dutch Shell group and that hereafter 
the business would be conducted under the name of 
the Shell company instead of the American Gaso- 
line company. 

The Standard Oil Company, of Kansas, has made 
public the following statement: “In view of the 
slackening of the petroleum trade, and the rather 
uncertain financial outlook, directors have deemed 
it wise to conserve the resources of the company, 
and omit the payments of further dividends during 
tue year 1914.” 

A dispatch from Rawlins, Wyo., states. that 
Adams Robertson of that place and Tom Gorten, 
representing Oklahoma parties, have leased land in 





If they shut down their wells, owing to de-| California wonder wells on the West Side the Mio- 


| cene Oil ‘ : 
drowned out by flows of water and what effect will | well saiice aie inccaeke: cer wees ake 


that vicinity for oil purposes. It is understood 
that a number of Oklahoma oil men will soon go 
to Wyoming to become identified with the petro- 
leum industry in that state. 

The Peruvian Steamship Company, operating 
under a subvention from the Peruvian Government, 
among numerous other vessels, has a fleet of five 
up-to-date, turbine-driven, oil-burning steamships, 
which have only recently been placed in commis- 
sion. Owing to the recently developed oil fields of 
Peru these steamships are using oil for fuel. 


The recent destruction of the oil steamer, San 
Wilfredo, of the Mexican Eagle Oil Company, 
blown up by a mine near Cuxhaven, was one of 
the serious happenings of the present European 
war. It was a magnificent steamer and had a 
capacity of 9,000 tons, liquid cargo, and was launch- 
ed last February. The entire crew perished. 

According to statistical experts, California pro- 
duced $30,000,000 worth of oil in the first seven 
months of the current year. The output, the great- 
est for any such period, totaled approximately 60,- 
000,000 barrels. Preliminary estimates placed July’s 
production at about 9,000,000 barrels. The yield 
thus far this year is larger than for the whole of 
1909. 


The new oil field at Bana, Roumania, is arous- 
ing much interest. Three new wells have struck 
the petroliferous stratum at 765 metres and are 
big producers. Well No. 42, Astra-Romana, after 
yielding 1,500 to 2,000 tons a day, became blocked 
with sand but later recommenced its eruptions 
with a yield of 1,250 tons a day, after which a 
cork was formed. 

The Oklahoma Natural .Gas Company has under 
construction near Shamrock, Okla., in the southern 
edge of the Cushing field, a big gas-compressor sta- 
tion, including three 350-horsepower engines, to 


The improvement is in the interest of the supply of 
|gas for Oklahoma City, Guthrie, Shawnee and other 
| Central State towns. 


From Parkersburg, W. Va., comes information 


zation being mutual protection against business 
difficulties. It is proposed that the association 
take such steps as may be necessary to bring about 


| legislation similar to that of Oklahoma in the in- 
Oil operators in the Warren (Pa.) oil district are) 


trying to figure out a local problem in the oil indus- | 





terest of the producers. 
The Petroleum Reporter states that among the 


flow of 7,000 barrels, is now producing 10,000 barrels 
of 26.5 gravity oil per 24 hours through a 15-inch 
opening. The oil is being cared for and is being put 
in storage on the lease. 

In Columbiana County, O., recently, local parties 
were drilling for gas. At a depth of 500 feet the 
well punctured an oil-bearing formation. The men 
on the well did not think that anything more than a 
small pocket had been tapped, but the hole soon 
filled. The drillers then realized that they had 
opened a new oil pool. The owners have 1,000 acres 
in the vicinity under lease. 

The Oil & Color Trades Journal, of London, 
Eng., casually remarks: “One result of the declar- 
ation of war is the temporary disappearance from 
our columns of the List of Movement of Petroleum 
Vessels. This is rendered necessary by the fact 
that oil ‘uel and lubricants are regarded as con- 
traband of war, and it is not considered advisable 





v 


to disclose the whereabouts of the vessels in which 
they are conveyed.” 

Steps have been taken by firms dealing in Stand- 
ard Oil issues on the New York curb to obtain 
consent of the Curb Market Association to resume 
trading in these issues on a cash basis at the 
closing prices of the market on July 30. It is un- 
dcrstood that officials of the Curb Association do 
not favor the movement, believing that should the 
permission be granted it would result in practically 
reopening the curb. 


The California Railroad Commission authorizes 


‘the shipment of casing-head gasoline, 71 gravity, in 


tank cars. Gasoline of that sort is regarded as a 
very dangerous commodity owing to its volatility. 
But the Californians seem to be courageous. The 


Turner Oil Company ships 2,400 gallons a day of - 


this kind of gasoline to refineries in the Bakersfield 
and Kern River districts. It is mixed with refinery- 
made gasoline for the trade. 


Frank G. Carpenter in a recent article on Bolivia, 
South America, writes: “One of the great possi- 
bilities lies in the petroleum deposits. Eastern Bo- 
livia has a strip of land running north and south for 
a distance of 200 miles where the oil oozes out of 
the ground and where it has been used by the In- 
dians.” A pipe line to the seaboard from this dis- 
trict, he adds, would need little pumping power, as 
there is a gradual slope in the land formation the 
entire distance. 


At Meridian, Miss., last week, suits brought by 
the State of Mississippi against the Standard Oil 
Company of Kentucky, the Standard Oil Company 
of New Jersey, the Standard Oil Company of 
Louisiana and the Galena Signal Oil Company, 
were compromised. The Standard Oil Company 
of Kentucky was penalized $55,000; the Galena 
company, $5,000, and suits against the other two 
defendants dismissed without cost. The suits al- 
leged violation of the anti-trust law. 








RECENT DEATHS 








Frank Ralston, engineer at an oil-pumping station 
at Fowlkes Station, Tex., died from injuries sus- 
tained when he was caught in the machinery. He 
was 40 years old and unmarried. 


Martin Dwyer, aged 30, died at a Tulsa hospital 
Monday, August 24, of typhoid fever, from which he 
had been ill three weeks. Mr. Dwyer was an oil- 
field worker whose parents live in Otisco, N. Y. The 
body was sent to Tully, N. Y. He was unmarried. 


James S. Cross, a Washington, Pa., oil man, died 
in a Pittsburgh hospital, Aug. 11. On the day 
before his death, his wife and daughter were called 
to Beverly, O., where Mrs. Cross’ brother had been 
seriously injured in a street car accident. She 
had been informed that her husband’s condition 
was not critical and when the man’s death oc- 
curred it was a great surprise and shock to his 
family and friends. 


Miss Marie Allen, known to many oil men as an 
attache of the Dewey (Okla.) postoffice, died last 
Saturday at her home in that place after a week’s 
illness. Some time ago she unaerwent a surgical 
operation at the Independence (Kan.) hospital, and, 
although she partially recovered, her condition was 
not satisfactory. The young woman’s death is at- 
tributed to the after-effects of an appendicitis at- 
tack. Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Allen, of 
Dewey, survive. 








Cc. L. WALLIS, Presiden‘ 
Cc. T. WILL, Supt. 





L. J. BLACK, Manager 








GULF COAST DRUM 














Beaumont Iron Works Co. 





our new catalogue. 





MANUFACTURERS OF 


Gulf Coast Draw Works 
L. J. Black Special Rotary 


Solid Forged Drill Collars and Drive Shoes up to 18 
inches long. Steel Crown Blocks, Traveling Blocks. 
Forged Slide Tongs are the best. 


Ask any dealer. In stock at Frick-Reid Supply Co., Electra, Texas, 
Continental Supply Co., Shreveport and Mansfield, La. Write for 
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Here is a Pulling Machine that some of our agents 
say is “too good, they won’t pay the price for it.’’ 
However, that may be, our sales of Brown Machines are 
i . on the increase, so some of our customers recognize the 
merit of this machine. It is built to stand hard usage 
and will pull 2,500-foot wells. as easily as a standard 
A : derrick. The No. 1 machine has actually pulled 1,000 
feet of 13-pound casing. Do you think anything like 
that could be done with some of the light, cheap 
machines now being sold? We guess not. 


No cast iron is used in parts subject to strain; such 
parts are forgings, malleable or steel castings. The mast 
is made of extra heavy casing. Wagon is strong and 
heavy with steel wheels. 











Made in two sizes: 
No. 1. Mast 35 feet in height, extended; made 
of 7%-inch and 6%-inch extra heavy casing. 


No. 2. Mast 35 feet in height, extended; made 
of 6%-inch and 5%-inch extra heavy casing. 


Write for descriptive booklet. 





ave | i = < —— 
Machine ready for the road. 


Ready for operation with mast fully extended. 


The National Supply Company 


OF KANSAS 





BRANCHES 





IN KANSAS ; IN OKLAHOMA IN TEXAS 
INDEPENDENCE PAOLA TULSA CLEVELAND DELAWARE BARTLESVILLE WICHITA FALLS 
CHANUTE SEDAN OKMULGEE CHELSEA NOWATA PONCA CITY BEAUMONT 
CANEY AVANT MORRIS CUSHING WANN HOUSTON 

DEWEY NEW WILSON INOLA 
IN LOUISIANA IN WYOMING 
SHREVEPORT AND LEWIS CASPER 


Headquarters, INDEPENDENCE, KAN. 


The Brown Pulling Machine 





Southwestern office, HOUSTON, TEX. 
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shows deposits of $3,612,258.16. 








The first statement of this institution, issued on February 9, 
1910, shows deposits of $404,674.14, while the present statement 


confidence and esteem in which it is held by the public. 


We feel that the substantial growth of our business as shown by 
the above figures is a gratifying testimonial to the fair dealing and 
progressive methods of our institution. 


P 
J. 
The best evidence of the proper conduct of a business is the = 
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daily, and when added to the 10,500-bbl. 
output of the Layton and Wheeler sands, 


Work throughout Oklahoma is quiet and|it gives the pool a daily production of 


there is very little new work starting with | 151,500 bbls. 


According to the umpire’s 


the possible exception of the Cushing pool. | report, the production from 285 wells in 


As new discoveries accumulate, of course the Bartlesville sand is 


the wildcatters who have been doing the 
work are finding their forecasts proven, or 
at least partly true, and this is a cause for 
further experimental work where good 
showings have been found. Were the oil 
business not suffering from abnormal de- 
pression, there would be much new wild- 
cat work started and pools of respectable 
proportions might be developed. 

With the completion of another good 
well in the northern end of the Cushing 
pool, that district assumes a more serious 
appearance than it has during the past 
four months, as it looks as if the northern 
extension might be more prolific than the 
older pool, four miles to the south. The 
Healdton pool is quiet and very little can 
be expected from that locality during the 
next few months, or at least until condi- 
tions improve. The Wicey pool is a lead- 
ing attraction, while the Boock sand de- 
velopment cannot be overlooked. There 
are many other localities that furnish oc- 
casional good wells, but lack of market 
has held back new work to a great ex- 
tent. One of the hardest hit districts is 
Washington County, where only a few 
tools are running, while a few months ago 
there was an active campaign going on. 

At the close of the past week the esti- 
mated production of the Oklahoma-Kan- 
sas fields was 327,000 bbls., of which 
amount 6,750 bbls. is credited to Kansas, 
leaving 320,500 bbls. to be credited to Ok- 
lahoma., 

Gushers in Northern End. 

One of the most interesting weeks since 
the inception of the Bartlesville sand 
area in the Cushing pool has just passed, 
and the situation never looked more 
threatening than it does at the present 
writing, with large gushers being com- 
pleted in the northern end. The daily pro- 
duction has been increased and it is a 
hard matter to determine where it will 
end, with the large amount of new work 
that is being started. W. C. McBride's 
No. 2 Amy, Section 8-18-7, is 32 feet in 
the sand and flowing approximately 4,000 
bbls. a day, although it is unable to get 
an accurate gauge at this time. The well 
was making in the neighborhood of 60,- 
000,000 cubic feet of gas from the Wheeler 
sand. The owners have been trying to 
drill this well in for several weeks, but 
were unable to control the gas pressure. 
With the help of A. G. Heggem, of the 
Bureau of Mines, the feat was accom- 
plished on Monday and the well is show- 
ing for the largest yet completed in the 
northern end. Mr. McBride was of the 
opinion that his employees could drill the 
well through the gas sand without the 
help of the Government expert, but after 
an unsuccessful trial, the hole was turned 
over to Mr. Heggem, with the result that 
he has a well in the gusher class. With 
four good-sized wells in the northern ex- 
tension, it looks as if this end of the pool 
may prove to be the most important of 
the Bartlesville sand area. 

According to the latest reports, the pro- 
duction of the Cushing pool is 141,000 bbls. 








151,163  bbls., 
showing a difference of 10,000 bbls. be- 
tween the umpire’s report of the Bartles- 
ville, and that given out by the pipe-line 
companies. 

At the present time the most important 
portion of the Cushing pool is the devel- 
opment four miles to the north of the 
main Bartlesville sand area, where some 
good wells have been the result of recent 
operations. First, the McBride well on 
the Starr farm was the leading attraction, 
and then came the Twin State Oil Co.’s 
good well on the Way farm, followed by 
the completion of a large well by the Mc- 
Man Oil Co. on the Musselman farm, Sec- 
tion 8-18-7, rated at 4,000 bbls. at the 
start. This well offsets the Starr well to 
the west and is one of the largest com- 
pleted in the northern end, where the 
Layton sand was so prolific eight months 
ago. The Musselman well is in the north- 
east corner of the northwest quarter of 
the southeast quarter of the _ section. 
There is a large gas pressure and the well 
is drilling itself in and may later prove a 
better producer. C. B. Shaffer’s well in 
Section 19-18-7, "which was showing 20,- 
000,000 cubic feet of gas and spraying 36 
bbls. an hour, drilled itself 30 feet into the 
sand and was flooded with salt water. It 
was the farthest producing well in the 
southern portion of the north extension, 
located two and one-half miles north of 
the main development. 

New work is being started with a ven- 
geance and it will be but: a short time un- 
til at least 75 rigs are running in the 
northern country. The landscape is dot- 
ted with rigs and material of all kinds is 
being moved to that end of the pool. With 
the completion of the good well two miles 
south of the main pool and the northern 
extension showing gusher wells, the end 
of the Cushing pool seems far distant. 

In the old end of the Bartlesville sand 
pool, the Mc-Man Oil Co.’s No. 8 Thomas 
Long farm, Section 3-17-7, is rated as a 
3,000-bbL starter. On the Lowe farm, 
Section 10, T. B. Slick’s No. 10 is a 200- 
bbl. well. Gunsburg & Forman’s No. 3 
Katie Brown farm, Section 9-17-7, made 
2,200 bbls. the first 24 hours. In Section 
16-17-7, the Only Oil Co. in No. 1 J. Tiger 
farm is credited with 750 bbls. a day. The 
old pool, with few exceptions, has not 
been supplying wells of the usual caliber, 
showing that the old wells are drawing on 
the supply. No. 4 of the Only Oil Co. was 
credited with 1,800 bbls. on initial ap- 
pearance. The Prairie Oil & Gas Co. 
deepened No. 1 West farm, Section 16- 
17-7, and it has been shut in as a 41,000,- 
000-foot gasser; No. 5 of the Only Oil Co. 
on the J. Tiger farm, same section, is a 
500-bbl. well. In the southern end of the 
pool, two miles south of the main devel- 
opment, the Hill Oil & Gas Co.’s well on 
the Cain farm, Section 22-17-7, is holding 
at 2,300 bbls. This gives the southern end 
a much better look, being the largest well 
in that locality. 

The largest well yet struck in the Bar- 
tlesville sand pool, and one of the largest 





in the State, is the No. 1 of the Numa Oil 
Co. (White & Sinclair) on the Fife farm, 
Section 22-17-7, which flowed 4,000 bbls. 
the first 14 hours after being drilled deep- 
er. The well was flowing approximately 
2,000 bbls. a day, but, after being drilled 
deeper, increased its production and is 
now 70 feet in the pay. This well is two 
miles south of the main Bartlesville pool, 
in the locality where two good wells have 
been found, although they did not com- 
pare in size with the late completion. 
South of Bixby. 

In the Wicey pool there have been a 
number of completions out of the ordinary 
during the past two months and this dis- 
trict is one of the most actively developed 
spots in the territory around Tulsa. The 
wells are producing from.the 2,000-foot 
formation, and, although not as large as 
those found in the Cushing pool, the op- 
erators are anxious to keep the drill busy. 
The latest completion of interest is that 
of Wilcox & Co. in No. 3 Call farm, which 
is holding at 450 bbls. natural a day. It 
was on this lease that the first well in the 
2,000-foot stratum was unearthed and the 
remarkable staying qualities have led the 
operators to the belief that there is a 
large supply of oil under Sections 3 and 
4-16-13. The Oil Production Co.’s No. 2 
Russell farm, Section 2-16-13, is holding 
at 200 bbls. a day natural. On the Buck 
farm, same section, the Annex Oil Co. has 
a 150-bbl. well in No. 5. The Gladys Belle 
Oil Co. did not have its usual luck and 
No. 1 Casey Tiger farm, Section 20-17-13, 
goes in the abandoned list, being plugged 
at 2,400 feet. In Section 33, same town- 
ship, Ardizzone & Ossenbeck have one of 
the same caliber on the Allen farm at 
2,127 feet. 

In Section 8-18-11,, where some good 
wells have been completed in the Glenn 
sand, there has been a large amount of 
work under way and more is starting. 
The latest well of importance is Henry 
Honaker et al. on the D. Morrison farm, 
Section 8-18-11, good for 400 bbls. at the 
start. On the same farm Wise & Bell 
have a 150-bbl. well. In Section 18-18-11 
Bissett, Jackson & Co, have abandoned 
their test at 2,250 feet. This district is 
now one of the leading points of attrac- 
tion in the area around Tulsa and the 
next few weeks may mean the develop- 
ment of some more good wells, although 
the producing area will be small, the sur- 
rounding country being spotted with dry 
holes and small wells. 

Okmulgee and Vicinity. 

In the Okmulgee County district, where 
some large wells have been brought in re- 
cently in the Boock sand, there is a lull in 
the way of big completions, although 
within the next few days there should be 
some completions in Section 13-14-14, 
where the large gushers were found. This 
district, however, is showing a large 
slump in operations, as with only 40 per 
cent. of the oil being run, the producer 
has more than enough work to take care 
of his surplus production. The late com- 
pletions in the Boock sand have been 
of average size, although the country is 
very spotted and a good well may be un- 
earthed at any time. In Section 27-14-14, 
Lusk & Co.’s No. 5 Flint farm is holding 
at 100 bbls. a day. On the Bassett farm, 
same section, George et al. have a 700- 
bbl. well in No. 4 and the Old Tom Oil 
Co.’s No. 3 Crane Bros. lease is rated as 
a century producer. McMahon-Ketchum 
Oil Co. has a 75-bbl starter in No. 1 
Shacht farm, Section 11-14-14. In Sec- 
tion 29-14-14, Skelton & Co. have a 40- 
bbl. pumper in No. 3 Ashley farm. 








Lambert & Sill have a 150-bbl. well in 
No. 3 Stake farm, Section 13-13-14, being 
drilled 29 feet in the sand. In Section 11- 
13-13, the Hecla Oil Co.’s No. 4 Gaither 
farm is a 20-bbl. pumper, and the Mid- 
Continent Oil Development Co. has a 30- 
bbl. well in No. 1 C. Berryhill farm, Sec- 
tion 19-14-13. In Section 36-12-11, Pine & 
Co.’s No. 2 Kate Rentie farm is showing 
30 bbls. of oil and 5,000,000 cubic feet of 
gas. On the Thornburg farm, Reynolds & 
Co.’s first attempt resulted in a 35-bbl. 
well after an 80-quart shot. It is in the 
Bald Hill district, Section 35-15-14. 

What may mean a new pool, with fur- 
ther development, is in Section 31-15-16, 
where Harris & McGrew found a sand at 
1,627 feet. The hole filled 1,200 feet with 
oil, after the pay was tapped. The well 
is in the southeast of the southwest quar- 
ter of the section. The well is north and 
west of the wells in the Boynton district 
and east and north of the Boock sand 
country. 

There has been some interest stirring 
in the Boynton locality during the past 
few months, and with the completion of a 
good well several days ago, it looks as if 
this district would receive a fairly good 
testing during the next few months, de- 
spite the market conditions. The well of 
the Merritt Oil Co. in Section 22-14-16 is 
holding close to the 200-bbl.:mark. Nu- 
merous sands have been found in this 
locality running from 400 to 1,900 feet. In 
the southeast of the northwest of the 
southeast, Whitehill & Co. have aban- 
doned their test at 1,700 feet. It is in 
Section 12-14-16. 

Wildcat Notes. 

It looks as if Barber & Co. would get a 
duster near Hulbert, in Cherokee County, 
as the hole is 1,042 feet deep and water is 
breaking in through the casing. The test 
is in Section 8-17-20, and nothing has 
been found to encourage further opera- 
tions. This is the last of six tests started 
within the last 10 months. Nothing of 
great importance was struck in any of the 
wells, although one test in Section 21- 
17-20 had a reported showing. The Bar- 
ber test probably will be abandoned with- 
in the next few days. 

In Okfuskee County the well of the Alta 
Oil Co. (Williamson & Kline), Section 
2-13-10, has been shot and will make a 
10-bbl. pumper, according to advices from 
that locality. The total depth was 1,488 
feet. This well has caused considerable 
leasing to be done in that locality and 
some new work can be looked expected. 

In Marshall County the Cromwell Oil 
Co. had to abandon its first test in Sec- 
tion 17-5-5, after a fishing job at 350 feet, 
and the tools were moved to a location 
nearby. The ‘‘red-bed’’ formation that is 
struck in this country is no easy forma- 
tion to drill through and some of the tests 
are hung up from time to time. This 
county is one of the most actively devel- 
oped spots in proximity to the Carter 
County pool, and with several small wells 
producing, something of consequence may 
be developed after a number of drilling 
wells are in the completed list. Two and 
one-half miles north of Madill, A. A. 
Michaels recently completed, a duster at 
500 feet. A second test has been started 
in that locality. This hole will also be 
drilled for the shallow pay, which should 
be found in the neighborhood of 480 feet. 
The Klintock test, near Madill, is drilling 
in blue shale at 400 feet. Only 20 feet of 
red beds have been struck, so far, at 360 
feet. At Mannsville, Lewis & Smith have 
started drilling for the Russwood Oil Co.’s 
No. 2 in the northwest quarter of the 
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Bring in Your Wells With Patent 
Steel Invincible Drilling Cables 


A trial will convince the most skeptical that Patent Steel Invincible 
Drilling Cables are durable, economical and more satisfactory than any 
other drilling line made. 


Rigid inspection at the factory throughout the entire process of “# 
’ manufacture insures the elimination of all defects. These cables are ‘: j¥§ 
made to withstand the heavy weight and strain, the scraping against sand, 
limestone and rocks, and the deteriorating effects of oil and water. They 
give exactly the right twist to the tools to make them drill fast and sink 
deep. They are light and flexible—wonderful time and money savers. 
Order from any of the following agents: 
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AMERICAN WELL AND PROSPECTING CO., 


THE WESTERN DRILLING TOOL AND SUPPLY 
(Ine.), Corsicana, Texas, 


coO., Chanute, Kan. 
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4 THE BOVAIRD SUPPLY CO., Independence, WESTERN EQUIPMENT CO., San _ Francisco, 
ps Kan.,, gh gar Mo ‘iia Calif. 
y' WESTERN S 8 ., Tulsa, a. THR oT 1c . mc . ’ 
i & REPUBLIC SUPPLY CO., Houston and Electra, a DRILLING MACHINE CoO., Chanute, 
Tex., and Wilson, Okla. s > , ae = . 
E. L. WILSON HARDWARE CO., Beaumont, J. H. MeMORROW, Bartlesville, Okla, 
Texas. A. L. DERBY, Arkansas City, Kans. 
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FREE Our Monthly Magazine, THE YELLOW STRAND, 
© Free for a Year to Rope Users. Write for it. 


BRODERICK & BASCOM ROPE Co. 


809 N. MAIN ST. 
sT. LOU'S. MO. 





ob Se 5 
A. 











FACTORIES: 
ST.LOUIS AND SEATTLE 


ae AY 






er 3 : < . 
ee 























Large Storage Tanks, Car Tanks, 
Oil Refinery Work 


We Carry in Stock 55,000, 37,500 and 35,000-Barrel Tanks and Can Make Immediate Shipment 
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southeast quarter of Section 34-4-4. This 
well is being drilled along geological lines 
and will be important. 

The territory around Bristow can be 
considered one of the most actively devel- 
oped by the wildcatter and there has been 
a large amount of leasing done since the 
Jones well was completed near Bristow. 
The well of Litchfield & Sullivan in Sec- 
tion 27-14-8, which has been attracting so 
much attention of late, has not been put 
on the pump, but within the next few 
days the well should be rigged up and 
more will be known of its chances for a 
good producer. The owners are of the 
opinion that the well will make at least 
75 bbls. a day. The well has shown con- 
siderable oil, but it has been mixed with 
water and the gas has flowed the fluid on 
several different occasions. It is the 
opinion that the gas has been forcing the 
oil and water together and as soon as the 
well is on the jack it will rid itself of the 
water. In Section 1-14-8, Hogan & Co. 
are drilling at 1,100 feet. The same par- 
ties got a small flow of gas in a slate for- 
mation at 1,000 feet in Section 36-15-8; but 
are going deeper. The well of B. B. Jones 
on the Carman property, Section 8-15-8, 
was put on the pump the first of the 
week, the oil being taken by the Webster 
Refining Co., which recently established 
a small plant at Bristow. It has been 
stated that the well should pump at least 
50 bbls. a day, while other reports are to 
the effect that it will make a 15-bbl. well. 
Freeland, Wrightsman et al. are still idle 
at 2,550 feet, where a volume of gas was 
struck. The pressure is dying out and 
the test will be drilled deeper, shortly, in 
search of an oil pay. It is in Section 30- 
°14-9. In Section 26-15-8, the Esco Oil Co. 
is drilling at 1,800 feet and due in the 
Layton sand. Freeland & Co. are drilling 
at 2,780 feet on the Harris farm. In Sec- 
tion 7-15-9, Hogan & Co. have a rig on 
the Jefferson ailotment. 

In Coal County, Moffett & Benidict 
have a rig in Section 1-6-9, and in Section 
13-7-9 they are shut down for unknown 
reasons on the Taylor farm at 300 feet. 
In Section 4-7-8, Pennsylvania parties 
have a rig built on the Kernal farm, in 
the northeast corner of the northeast 
quarter of the section. Smith & Co. re- 
main idle at 900 feet in Section 16-6-8. 
The Maud Oil & Gas Co. has recovered 
bit lost at 350 feet and is now drilling at 
425 feet. It is in Section 18-7-5. 

In the Comanche County district, 
around Lawton, there has been a lull in 
completed work, but within the next ten 
days there should be some more inter- 
esting completions in that locality. This 
area is one of the most promising in the 
lower country and bears watching. Some 
new work is being started in advance of 
where the oil has been struck. The Rocky 
Mountain Oil Co., which recently com- 
pleted a fair well, has started a test in 
the southeast quarter of Section 3-2-10. 
On the Miller farm, Owen, Wilson & Co. 
are starting, and Redding et al. are spud- 
ding on the Keady farm, Section 29-2-10. 
The Oklahoma Petroleum Co. struck a 
small amount of oil at 170 feet, where 10 
feet of sand was drilled through. It is in 
the southwest of Section 19-2-19. The 
Rocky Mountain Oil Co.’s well on the 
Curtis farm, in the east half of the south- 
west quarter of Section 31-2-10, is re- 
ported holding at 25 bbls. daily. There 
are close to a dozen other strings running 
in the county and it will receive a good 
testing before the passing of another 
year. 

Pontotoc County Pool. 

Regardless of the many dry holes that 
have been completed during the past few 
months, operators in the Allen pool and 
vicinity, in Pontotoc County, keep the 
drill moving. The recent finding of a fair 
well near Ada has resulted in some new 
work, but the country is very spotted and 
it will be some time before it is known 
what the surrounding area is good for. 

The latest completion is the McThwaite 
Oil & Gas Co.'s test in the northeast cor- 
ner of the southwest quarter of Section 
31-3-6, which is showing 2,000,000 cubic 
feet of gas at 980 feet. It will be remem- 
bered that the initial test was a gasser of 
the same caliber, while No. 2 was a 25- 
bbl. well. No. 1 was a quarter of a mile 
south of the late completion. Three loca- 
tions east of No. 3, the same company is 
starting No. 4. In the northeast corner of 
Section 13-4-5, the McThwaite company is 
drilling at 755 feet, having a small show- 
ing at 400 feet. In the northeast of the 
south half of the northeast quarter of 
Section 2-5-4, the Hercules Oil Co.’s No. 1 
Hybarger has resumed drilling after fish- 
ing at 810 feet, the drill now dancing 
merrily on at 945 feet. In the southeast 
of ‘the southwest of the southeast quar- 
ter of Section 16-4-5, the Buckhorn Oil Co. 
is drilling at 894 feet and should reach the 





sand this week. In Section 14-4-5, the 
Gladys Belle Oil Co. is drilling at 750 feet. 
Burton & Co. are reported drilling in Sec- 
tion 33-5-8, an the Jones Farm Oil Co. is 
doing the same in Section 34-5-8. In Sec- 
tion 25-5-8, reports on the well being 
drilled by Gibson et al are lacking. In 
Section 16-4-5, Ada parties are reported 
drilling at 450 feet. ; 
In Hughes County, Jones, Cochran et 
al. are starting, after being shut down at 
150 feet for water. The test is near Car- 
son, on the Robertson farm, Section 13- 
8-11. There are three other strings run- 
ning in the county, but there is nothing 
new to report of an encouraging nature. 
Carter County District. 


There is a general shut down in the 
Healdton pool, in Carter County, and were 
it not for the large amount of wildcat 
work being done in the immediate vicin- 
ity, there would be little of interest to 
report from that locality. Completions 
are few and far between and the inside 
wells that are being drilled have been de- 
layed on account of lack of water. This 
condition has now been relieved and some 
more completions can be expected shortly. 
The Magnolia Pipe Line Co., which has 
been short of water for the operation of 
its pump stations, has plenty at this writ- 
ing and there is water impounded on the 
leases. The pool is producing in the 
neighborhood of 42,000 bbls. daily, while 
the umpire reports a production of 56,720 
bbls. from 220 producing wells. There are 
19 wells drilling and 22 rigs up, and in the 
surrounding area there are 23 strings run- 
ning, trying to extend the producing lim- 
its. The Magnolia is handling approxi- 
mately 8,000 bbls. daily and nearly all of 
the tanks of the producers are filled, as 
well as earthen storage that was built to 
accommodate the over-production of oil. 

Field Notes. 

According to the report of Umpire 
Watts, in the Cushing pool from July 18 
to August 18, the Prairie Oil & Gas Co. 
was the leading purchaser of oil, running 
447,788 bbls. during that length of time. 
Next is the Gulf Pipe Line Co. with 144,- 
972 bbls., followed by The Texas Cu. with 
120,545 bbls. This is 15.3 per cent. of the 
production and 240,000 bbls. less than was 
run in the preceding month. 

The Indiahoma Refining Co. has com- 
pleted a survey for the 3-inch line that is 
to be laid from Bristow, its present ter- 
minus, to Okmulgee, where it has a re- 
finery. Heretofore, since building the 
line to Bristow from the Cushing pool, it 
has been shipping oil from the Bristow 
loading rack by car to the refinery at 
Okmulgee or the works at St. Louis. This 
will eliminate the shipping of oil to St. 
Louis from Bristow, as all oil used in the 
works in Missouri will be shipped from 
Okmulgee. 

Despite the market conditions, there 
are several large properties being gauged 
and there may be some deals of conse- 
quence during the next few weeks. From 
Bartlsville comes the report that a New 
York syndicate is figuring on the proper- 
ties of George Priestley and associates, 
while the Roxana Petroleum Co. is re- 
ported to be gauging a large Cushing 
property. 

Boynton District. 

With the Muskogee pool a development 
of the past, with the exception of an oc- 
casional well, which keeps a few strings 
busy, the operators who have been inter- 
ested in that development have turned 
their eyes to the Boynton developments 
18 miles southwest of Muskogee, where 
some good wells have been found. There 
are several shallow-sand formations, 
which have shown indications of oil and 
this has also been an encouraging feature 
as it has brought many operators of small 
means to that end of the state. In Sec- 
tions 27-15 and 21-14-15, showings of oil 
and gas have been found at 735 feet. The 
sand found at 1,330 to 1,350 feet has been 
prolific in some localities, particularly in 
Sections 15, 16 and 21, while in Sections 


19, 21 and 25, the 1,500-foot pay has been | 


the most prolific. Ever since the comple- 
tion of the first good well, there has been 
more or less work under way, and with 
the late completion of the Merritt Oil Co. 
in Section 22-14-18, there will be increased 
activity, as it was credited with 200 bbls. 
the first 24 hours. There have been many 
dry holes, but the operator has continued 
deevioping his leases, regardless of dust- 
ers, and in many cases has been rewarded 
with fair wells. In Sections 12 and 19, 
a good sand makes its appearance at 
1,735 feet. In Section 18, oil was devel- 
oped in small quantities between 1,800 and 
2,000 feet, showing that there are many 
possibilities for different pay sands in 
that area. The Merritt Oil Co.’s well is 
in the northwest of the southwest of the 
southeast of Section 22. Some months 
ago, a good gas showing was struck in 





this section by Cameron et al, at 1,385 
feet. In Section 21-14-18, the Navajo Oil 
Co..has a 10-bbl. pumper in the 1,400- 
foot pay and a 25-bbl. well in the 1,500- 
foot sand, both sands being pumped. In 
the southeast of the sotuhwest of the 
northwest of Section 15, the Merritt Oil 
Co. had a showing of oil and gas at 1,500 
feet and drilled to 1,900 feet, where a dose 
of salt water was struck. The gas from 
the 1,500-foot sand is being used for fuel 
by the other drilling crews. In the south- 
west of the same Section, the Merritt Oil 
Co.’s well started off at 100 bbls. in the 
1,394-foot pay, and this was, thrown to- 
gether with the 1,500-foot formation, 
which also had a good showing, and the 
well is reported to be making 100 bbls. 
daily. 
Healdton Pool. 

Late reports from the Healdton pool 
are to the effect that the Apple-Franklin 
Oil Co. has drilled in No. 2 in the south- 
east of Section 9-4-3, good for 500 bbls. 
at the start. It is an offset to one of the 
Rex Refining Co.’s wells, and there was 
120 feet of pay in all. The Mc-Man-Cor- 
sicana Companies are about due with No. 
2, Richards farm, Section 31-3-3, being 
1,200 feet. There is a 150-bbl. showing in 
an upper stratum, but the well is being 
drilled deeper, where more oil may be 
found. Some interest is manifested in a 
rumor that the Corsicana Petroleum Co. 
has struck oil in its test on the Ward 
farm, Section 1-4-4, in the northeast cor- 
ner o fthe section, just across the Carter 
County line, in Jefferson County. The 
Corsicana well struck the sand at 1,080 
feet, but it is too early to place an esti- 
mate on the production, although it looks | 
capable of making some sort of a well. 
It is 1,000 feet south of the Bass Tucker 
leases, where there is one producing 
well. This locality has given the drillers 
much trouble on account of red banks, and | 
all the tests drilled so far have been de- | 
layed for short periods on different occa- 
sions. Crooked holes have been the real. 
cause of the trouble. The hole in the late | 
well was filled with stones and later | 
drilled out, but the difficulty was not | 
overcome. The 8-inch casing will have | 
to be lowered to the sand; the hole | 
straightened and then it will be in readi- | 
ness for being drilled into the pay. 





It is asserted that the Royal Dutch 
Shell Company has had a representative 
in the Healdton pool during the past 
week, but so far no-deals have been con- 
summated on account of the producers 
wanting too much for their production, 
according to the parties who are acting 
for the foreign company. 





CUSHING PRODUCER TALKS. 





H. F. Sinclair, a member of the Cush- 
ing committee of producers which shut 
down more than one hundred drilling 
wells has this to say of the situation: 
“The producers in the Cushing district 
are providing the tankage and the pipe 
line facilities for their surplus. While 
we feel that perhaps we are not getting 
as much oil run through the pipe lines 
as we should, yet we realize that ab- 
normal conditions prevail and that we 
stand our share of the burden. It has 
been charged in some quarters that the 
Cushing producer was somewhat of a 
selfish individual and that he did not 
care what happened to the rest of the 
country so long as he had a market for 
his oil. The producers at Cushing have 
answered these aspersions by taking care 
of their own surplus and submitting, un- 
complainingly, to a discrimination in the 
matter of pipe line runs. Everybody 
knows that there is a law on the statute 
books of Oklahoma which provides that 
all of the oil produced in the state shall 
be run pro rata from, the leasés yet the 
Cushing producers, voluntarily, asked the 
Corporation Commission to stretch its 
authority and exempt Cushing from the 
operation of that law so that the pro- 
duction of the other parts of the state 
could be taken care of. Had the Cushing 
producer insisted on the letter and the 
spirit of the law the small producers of 
Oklahoma would have suffered hardship. 
Our desire from the beginning has been 


|to protect the market as far as possible, 


to make allowance for the limitations of 
the transportation companies, to make 
allowance for the disturbance in condi- 
tions due to the foreign war, to make 
allowance for every condition affécting 
the oil trade. That is our purpose today. 
We are getting less oil run from Cushing 
proportionately than from any other dis- 
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NATIONAL 
This Will Remind You That 


3,018,593 


—is the correct number of times the N. T. C. Regrinding Valve 
(displayed at National Tube Company’s booth at the Natural Gas 
Association Convention in St. Louis) was opened and closed 
while in use on a “KEWANEE” Union Testing Machine. 

{ What was your estimate ? 

f Mr. Henry Coyle, Logan Natural Gas and Fuel Company, 
Columbus, Ohio, estimated 3,028,581—the nearest to the correct 
number—and was awarded the genuine walrus travelling bag 
offered as a prize for the closest estimate. 

{ Now, that the 1914 Convention of the Natural Gas Association 
is a matter of history—let us ask ourselves— 


{ What did we see—and learn ? 

f Practically all lines of gas and oil 
represented. 

q At each booth were men to give information, and to answer 
questions. 


well supplies were 
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§ A convention fails unless everyone present goes away with 
new ideas, and a better and more intimate knowledge of the 
materials with which he works daily. 


{ Your work requires pipe, casing, fittings, etc. 
{| Did you get all the information possible concerning— 


“NATIONAL” PIPE 
“NATIONAL” CASING 
“NATIONAL” FITTINGS 
“KEWANEE” SPECIALTIES 


f Complete, valuable, and up-to-date information is given con- 
cerning these products in “NATIONAL” BULLETINS. 


{ These Bulletins are not mere advertising booklets, but are 
technical booklets—carefully prepared—giving the latest engi- 
neering and other necessary data on the specific subject covered 
by each Bulletin. 


f| Write us—asking for a copy of “NATIONAL” BULLETIN 
No. 12—“Characteristics of ‘NATIONAL’ Pipe.” This also con- 
tains a list, with brief summary of contents, of National Tube 
company’s publications. It is free. 
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This is the N. T. C. Regrind- 
ing valve opened and closed 
3,018,593 times. (It is still 
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NATIONAL TUBE COMPANY BOOTH AT NATIONAL GAS ASSOCIA- 
TION .CONVENTION, ST. LOUIS, MAY 19-23, 1914. 
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@ To teadily identify‘ NATIONAL” ~ 
material and as protection to 
and alike, 
the practice of National Tube 
Company is to roll in raised letters 
of good size on each few feet of 
every length of welded pipe the 
name “NATIONAL” (except on 
the smaller butt-weld sizes, on 
which this is not’ mechanically 
feasible; on these smaller butt-weld 
sizes the name“NATIONAL"ap- 





in daily service. ) 





@ When wnting specifications or 
ordering tubular goods, always 
specify “NATIONAL” pipe, and 
identify as indicated. 
@ In addition, all sizes ot 
“NATIONAL "welded pipe below 
four or five inches are subjected to 
a roll-knobbling process known as 
Spellerizing to lessen the tendency 
to corrosion, especially in the form 
of pitting. This Spellerizing pro- 
cess is peculiar to“ NATIONAL” 
pipe, to which process National 


a os ao Company has exclusive 
National Tube 
Company Pipe 


NATIONAL TUBE COMPANY, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


General Sales Offices: FRICK BUILDING 


DISTRICT SALES OFFICES: 


CHICAGO KANSAS CITY NEW YORK PITTSBURGH ST. PAUL 
DENVER NEW ORLEANS PHILADELPHIA ST. LOUIS SALT LAKE CITY 


Pacific Coast Representatives: —U. S. STEEL PRODUCTS CO., San Francisco, Los Angeles, Portland, Seattle. 
Export Representatives: —U. S. STEEL PRODUCTS CO., New York City. 


NATIONAL 


pears on the metal tag attached to 
each bundle of pipe) 
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trict in the field but we are 
for the sake of a few 
more barrels of oil in the pipe line, to 
do anything which will work injury to 
the small producers in the other districts 
in the state. 

“The oil country is really in better 
condition than it has been at times in 
the past. We had thirty cent oil in this 
field seven years ago. Producers realize 
that they must cut their cloth to fit the 
situation. Even before the war demor- 
alized the entire export trade producers 
in Oklahoma, in the knowledge of the 
surplus stocks in nearly every oil state 
in the union, organized a_ shut-down 
movement. Our judgment and experience 
tells us that oil in the ground is an asset 
and we would rather have the number 
of barrels run through the pipe lines re- 


not going, 
dollars or a few 


duced than have a reduction in price. 
Seven years ago the pipe lines were 
taking nearly all of the oil and paying 


thirty cents or less for it. Now they are 
taking forty per cent in all of the pro- 
ducing districts except Cushing and pay- 


ing seventy-five cents a barrel for it. 
Even ordinary business judgment would 
dictate that the latter condition is pre- 
ferable. 


“In Oklahoma the 
panies buying the 


transportation com- 
oil have been doing 


their utmost to protect the price and 
have done so for several months. When 
we consider that the price of Pennsyl- 
vania oil has gone off a dollar a barrel 
within the past six months and the price 
of Oklahoma oil has been reduced but 
thirty cents, we are better off. Of course 
some of us have been of opinion that 
the difference between Pennsylvania and 
Oklahoma prices was a little out of line 
but in the final adjustment of things it 
must be admitted 
Oklahoma have not fared so badly as 
their brethren in the east. We have 


| County, the Producers Oil Co. ix spudding 
that the producers of | 


taken precautions in the west to handle | 


all of the surplus. oil and we saw the 
shadow of the approaching cloud before 
the lightning struck and to that extent 
we are in the clear. 
that we have yet felt the full effects of 
the cessation of imports yet I believe that 
the period of depression will not be long 
sustained. With the largest crops in the 
history of the country, with the greatest 
resources of any 
there is absolutely no reason why- the 
United States should have a condition 


bordering on panic and there will be no} 


panic. The only thing that we must take 
into consideration 


and shut down the drill.’”’ 














THE TEXAS PANHANDLE 


By H. W. WHITNEY. 











IMPORTANT WILDCAT TESTS. 


WICHITA FALLS, Tex., Aug. 24.—In 
common with the rest of the country, the 
Texas Panhandle territory is feeling the 
effects of the European war, as is evi- 
denced by the slowing up of wildcat drill- 
ing, due largely to the financial conditions 
of the country. Many of the wells which 
were drilling ahead, backed by the enthu- 
siasm of the people who lived in the vi- 
cinity and who were putting up the 
money, have been forced to temporarily 
abandon work. However, there are a 
number of ‘wells which are under way at 
the present time. Near Amarillo, in Pot- 
ter County, the Amarillo Oil & Gas Co. 
is reorganizing to go deeper and has in- 


creased the capital stock to $20,000. This 
test is on the Word farm, which is located 
in Section 4 of the E. L. & R. Ry. Co.’s 
lands, and is now 1,575 feet deep. Near 


San Angelo, Tex., 300 miles southwest of 
Wichita Falls, the Christoval Oil Co., a 
San Angelo concern, has leases on about 
15,000 acres of land and has turned same 
over to Jameson Bros., who will begin 
drilling within the next few days, starting 
the test in such a way as to be able to go 
to 2,000 feet, if necessary. Some Musko- 
gee (Okla.) parties have become inter- 
ested in making a test near Denison, Tex., 
and it is understood are to begin work at 
an early date. The details of the trans- 


action are at present not available. 


While I do not feel | 


country on the globe | 


is the high price of | 
living and the restriction of the markets} 


_| what slow 


the sand in their first test near the old 
Miller No. 1. No information is now 
available as to what the results of the 
drilling were, as considerable mystery 
surrounds the proposition. 

Near Gainesville, in Cook County, D. A. 
Smith, of Houston, Tex., is drilling the 
first one of a series of three wells which 
have been arranged for in that vicinity. 

In the Moran pool, in Shackelford 


in a test on the Webb Snalum farm. No. 
1 on the Tarrent Cloud farm, located in 
Survey No. 13 of the University lands, is | 
drilling ahead at 1,800 feet. The same} 
company is setting the 65-inch casing at | 
1,785 feet on the Roach No. 1, located in| 
Block 68, of the University lands. 

In Montague County, the Badger Oil Co. | 
is shut down at 175 feet on the Simmons | 
farm, whic his located six miles north of 
the town of St. Joe. 

In Clay County, Smith & Lymburger | 
have abandoned their test on the Avis| 
tract as dry at a depth of 525 feet. 
test was located in the corner of Clay, 








| Wichita, and Archer counties and was an | 
is | 
of | 


important test for that locality. It 
j}also located about five miles south 
Wichita Falls. 

Fowlkes Station. 

Notwithstanding that things are some- 
as a whole in the Panhandle 
| field, Fowlkes Station and vicinity show 
| considerable activity when all things are | 


| considered. The fact that the operations | 
| here are carried on by smaller operators | 


|makes it of much more interest to the | 
| public in general. Quite a number of the | 
| Texas towns are represented in this pool, 


Sume | by men who are prominent in their re- | 





tion of developing a well in which they 
can utilize both the 850 and 920-foot sand 
production. The Tenderfoot Oil Co., com- 
posed of Paducah parties, has a fishing 
job at a depth of 1,600 feet and up to the 
present time has not reported any show- 
ing of either oil or gas. The well, which 
was drilled by Jamenson et al., on the 
Fassett ranch, southeast of Fowlkes Sta- 
tion, and which would be considered in 
the Fowlkes pool, is shut down at 620 
feet. The parties interested in this well 


| intend to carry it to a gerater depth, as 


soon as certain business matters shall 
have been arranged. 
Burkburnett Pool. 

The Corsicana Petroleum Co. dominate 
the Burkburnett pool, such work as is be- 
ing done by the other companies and in- 
dividuals being somewhat scattered and 
in small tracts. One of the most recent 
transactions of interest in this pool was 
the trade between the Corsicana Petro- 
leum Co, and the Sun Co., on an 80-acre 
iliam Thom land, which 
|lies toward the western border of the 
Burkburnet pool and about a mile and a 
half south of the village of Clara. It is 
understood that the Corsicana Petroleum 
| Co. took over this 80-acre lease, reimburs- 
| ing the Sun Co. for all expenditures inci- 
| dent to the possession of the lease to date, 
| with the understanding that the Sun Co. 
|is to be carried all the way through on 
the lease for a quarter interest, free of 
charge, The recent completions in this 
immediate vicinity would seem to warrant 
such a trade as is reported, as a number 
of these wells have shown an initial pro- 
| duction of 80 bbls. or better, in a sand 
found between 1,700 and 1,800 feet. Most 











New York parties, W. A. Doyle and others | spective communities, and who represent| of the present activity in this section is 
are starting a test about six miles north- | all lines of business, including bankers,| close around the 80-acre tract referred 


west of Quanah, Tex. 


It is understood | doctors, merchants and cowmen. 


Among | 


to. Johnson & Jameson have built a 


that they have a large acreace on which| the more recent completions is the Easy | standard rig over their No. 1 on the 
geologists have passed favorably and that | Mark Oil Co.’s No, 4 on the Powell farm, | Shultz farm and are making preparations 


arrangements have been made for drilling 
five holes. At Goldsboro, 
County, about 150 miles southwest of 
Wichita Falls, a well is to be started 
within the next few days, the contract 
having been let to Hugh Sturms and 
Charlie Mohler, of Wichita Falls, who are 
to ship their tools during the coming 
week. 

In Jack Gounty, Tex., about 50 miles 
southeast of Wichita Falls, there is con- 
siderable activity. Quite a number of 


shallow-sand wells having been drilled er to 1,602 feet, where it is at present shut 
Howard, of|down, not having any showing ;and it is | 
Birmingham, Ala., has become interested questionable 
in the Jack County development and has| drilled any deeper. 
several weeks past been in Wichita | Co, which is operating on the Wagoner! territory in the Burkburnett pool, 
Falls getting in touch with conditions in| lands, southeast of the railroad station, on 
the Texas Panhandle field, preparatory to| Section 13, completed No. 2, 
interesting some of his associates in his | feet southwest of No. 1. 
in the development of the | completed at 920 feet, and it is a 15-bbl. 
Mr. Howard | | pumper at that depth, No. 
has already started drilling a deep test on | the 850-foot sand and is a 15-bbl. pumper. 
in the above county, | 
having moved in a standard rig and good | was barren. 
| well, 


during the last year. Mr. 


for 


home city 
Texas Panhandle territory. 


the Steinhouse farm, 


equipment. The well is 100 feet deep. 


In Archer County, near Olney, Tex.. S. 


M. J. Benson and others have drilled to 


- 


in Coleman | 837 


which found 20 feet of sand from 817 to | 
feet, and which showed for a 5-bbl. 
pumper. Another completion was Nelson 
& Forbes No. 4 on the Burnett & Loyd 
ranch, which was completed at 475 feet, 
with 12 feet of pay, and is a_ 6-bbl. 
pumper. On the Cochran tract, the piece. 
of property on which the first wells of the 
Fowlkes pool were found, there has been 
work going on, deepening a well that was 
abandoned as dry some months ago, at 





| 


810 feet, and which has been drilled deep- 





as to whether it will be} 


The Beaver Creek Oil | 


located 200 
While No. 1 was 
9 


2 is finished in 
The 850-foot sand was found in No. 1, but 
Slater & Call have started a 
located one-half mile south of the 
Beaver Creek Oil Co.’s No. 2 and are now 
drilling ahead at 800 feet, with the inten- 





to shoot the well. It is located on the 
| west half of a 160-acre tract, lying imme- 
diately south of Andy Urban’s property. 
Couch et al., who acquired the 80-acre 
lease which the Red River Oil Co formerly 
owned on the Hiserman farm, immedi- 
ately west of Johnson & Jameson’s acre- 
age and on which three wells have been 
drilled, one of which was shot, have de- 
veloped a very good production; it being 
estimated that the three wells are mak- 
ing 40 inches per day in a 250-bbl. tank, 
which is equivalent to 100 bbls. per day. 
It is conceded that W. C. McBride’s 80- 
acre lease on the Chenault tract, which is 
almost the eastern border of the proven 
is the 
most productive 80 acres in this pool. The 
property fully drilled and has a produc- 
tion of close to 280 bbls. daily. Opera- 
tions at the present time are quite slow 
in this locality, there being not more than 
six rigs at present in operation. 
Petrolia Operations. 

In the Petrolia pool, in Clay County,’ 
the most interesting feature was the dis- 
covery of oil in a sand found at about 
2,000 feet on the Chorn farm, several miles 
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north of the center of the pool. The| Blagg farm, located three-quarters of a|called independent producing companies| more than one-half of the daily output is 


parties owning this test have been trying 
to set a packer and shut off the water, 
which is coming with the oil, but up to 
the present time have not oeen successful. 
The future of this test is as-yet unknown 
and it will remain to be determined as to 
whether this will be a well or a dry hole. 
Most of the operators have ceased work in 
this section, but there are a few outsiders 
who are drilling tests at présent. The gas 
well drilled by Howell & Markowitz on the 
Dempsey & McCutcheon land, which 
proved to be one of the largest gassers 
in the pool, is at present shut in. 


lowa Park Pool. 


Andy Urban is drilling ahead at 1,800 
feet on the Willard tract, and it is carry- 
ing his 6-inch pipe. Mr. Urhan expects 
to complete this test within the next few 
days. This has been an extremely hard 
hole to drill, as a bed of large boulders 
was encountered at about 1,400 feet, which 
fell in on the pipe, putting it into bad 
shape and causing much delay. Griffith 
& Burt, of Houston, Texas, who drilled a 
rotary hole about three-quarters of a mile 
southeast of Urban’s test on the Willard 
farm, have been shut down for the past 
three weeks at a depth of 2,250 feet. It is 
reported that the owners of this test pur- 
pose to commence work right away and 
carry this hole to 3,000 feet, unless pay 
is found at a lesser depth. The same 
parties have been making a test on the 
Zink land, one and one-half miles south 
of the town of Iowa Park, and are shut 
down at 900 feet. It is rumored that they 
intend drilling this test deeper, probably 
to 1,500 feet, unless oil or gas is found 
in a higher formation. Harry Warner et 
aL, who drilled in a 10-bbl. pumper on the 





mile south of the Zink test, some six 
weeks ago, have not commenced any fur- 
ther developments. It is understood that: 
no rigs are running in the Lockridge pool, 
seven miles southwest of Iowa Park. On 
the Munden farm, about four miles south- 
west of Iowa Park, the Rex Oil Co. has 
recently installed a power plant for pump- 
ing its lease and made a new location. It 
will be known as No. 10, and will be 
located 75 feet east and 50 feet north of 
No. 9. 
Electra Pool. 

Electra is decidedly quiet, although a 
number of rigs are now running. The 
Producers Oil Co. recently discontinued its 
night force on all drilling wells, and in 
consequence a number of men were let 
out. There are fourteen rigs running in 
this pool, most of which are running day- 
light only. Some are deepening wells, 
soem are cleaning out, and a very few are 
drilling new locations. During the past 
week there were three completions, with 
a total production of 200 bbls., as follows: 
The Corsicana Petroleum Co.’s Red River 
Hamilton No. 14 was completed at 1,879 
feet, with 21 feet of pay, and showed for 
150 bbls. The same company drilled No. 
44, S. E. Honaker, to a depth of 629 feet, 
with 17 feet of pay and 16 bbls. initial 
production. The Producers Oil Co. com- 
pleted Sheldon No. 6 at 1,833 feet with 18 
feet of pay, making 25 bbls. per day. The 
Corsicana Petroleum Co. has reached the 
top of the sand in No. 45 on the Allen 
farm at a depth of 1,800 feet and is drill- 
ing at 1,455 feet on the No. 19 on the 
Brown & Cross farm. The Producers Oil 
Co. is drilling at 1,685 feet on No. 72 Wag- 
goner farm and at 1,930 feet on No. 29 
Bickley. 








GULF COAST 


By P. L. McGREAL. 


OPERATIONS 














PRODUCTION WAS INCREASED. 





HOUSTON, Texas, Aug. 24.—Two gush- 
ers in the Sour Lake pool during the week 
brought the daily average production in 
the Gulf Coast fields up to 38,530 bbls., 
which is divided among the pools as fol- 
lows: 


Runs bbls. 
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DO “RMR bs 60 aw wcn ws eur so 4eenbenee 16,500 
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WES  <onin.cu$h58. 56505560 S64R6.00 en So dE 3,750 
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It is not considered likely that this in- 
crease will be maintained until the end of 





the present month, as the two big wells 
are rapidly diminishing in their output, 
while the other fields: are also showing 
signs of decreasing with little or no new 
work under way to keep up the average. 

The Gulf Coast operator is in better 
shape during the present depression of 
business than his brother producer in 
the other fields of the country. This is 
due to the contract system in vogue in 
the coastal region. While the pipe line 
companies have posted quotations aver- 
aging 40 cents in all the districts, the bulk 
of the production is still sold under old 
contracts at prices ranging from $1 to 
$1.08 a barrel. All these contracts ter- 
minate next January and the question as 
to what the pipe line companies will do at 
that time is the problem that concerns 
operators in these fields more than the 
European situation. If the Gulf Pipe Line 
Co. and the Sun Co, follow the lead of the 
Texas Co. and decline to make any more 
contracts, the individual producer and so- 





will be up against it. Thus far, the two 
companies who still have contracts in ex- 
istence have given no intimation of what 
they will do. What purchases the Texas 
Co. makes are on a credit balance basis, 
the posted quotations being 40 cents for 
Humble and Sour Lake oil and 45 cents 
for Vinton, Jennings and Markham 
product. Brokers who handle small lots 
for fuel purposes are paying 50 cents a 
barrel, but the amount of oil which they 
handle is limited and the bonus they pay 
has no effect on the general market. 


Producers who have been interested in 
the coastal fields since their early develop- 
ment and who are familiar with trade 
conditions, feel confident that the price 
will gradually work up to 75 cents a barrel 
when normal conditions are restored in 
the commercial world. They assert that 
the deep sand product of Humble, Sour 
Lake, Vinton and Goose Creek is too valu- 
able for use as fuel oil and has qualities 
that make it superior to any other product 
from which to manufacture lubricants, 
cylinder, engine and motor oils of all 
kinds. In substantiation of this state- 
ment, they point to the fact that the big 
marketing companies contracted for as 
much as the operator could produce at 
prices in the neighborhood of $1 a barrel, 
and that these agreements weer made at 
a time when theh lighter gravity product 
of North Texas and Oklahoma could be 
bought for less than 90 cents a barrel. 
Some of these contracts were made in 
1913, and run for a period of two years. 
In the early days of the coastal develop- 
ment, the wells were shallow as com- 
pared with the present depths, seldom 
exceeding 1,200 feet, the production com- 
ing from beneath what is known in the 
vernacular of the Gulf Coast as “cap 
rock.”’ The oil was black in color and 
ran from 16 to 18 degrees gravity. There 
was such a flood of it that it was impos- 
sible to find a market and in the early 
days of the Spindletop and Sour Lake 
pools, it sold as low as 10 cents a barrel. 
In 1905 the production in Texas and 
Louisiana exceeded 40,000,000 bbls. It fin- 
ally found a place as a fuel in competi- 
tion with coal and lignite. When the ‘‘cap 
rock” wells commenced to decline, oper- 
ators tested for deeper sands and found 
them at various depths from 2,500 to 
3,000 feet. In the Sour Lake newer de- 
velopments the pay is usually found from 
2,200 to 2,500 feet, and in the Humble deep 
field the pay is generally found between 
3,000 and 3,400 feet. In the deep sand 
section of the Vinton pool, it comes at 
about 2,500 feet. The oil from these depths 
is green in color, with a gravity ranging 
from 24 to 38 degrees. At the present 
time, the greater part of the production 
in the coastal fields is oil of this charac- 
ter, and it is this oil that the producers 
claim lifts the Gulf Coast region out of 
the fuel class and places it in a class by 
itself, as far as the value of its product 
ts concerned, In the Humble fields about 
6,000 bbls. of the 8,500 bbls. daily produc- 
tion is green oil, and at Sour Lake a little 





also green oil, while practically the entire 
production at Vinton comes under the 
same head, as does the product from the 
deeper sand wells at Spindletop. 

The large marketing companies with re- 
fineries along the Gulf Coast do not dis- 
pute the assertions of the producers, but 
say the production is beyond the require- 
ments of the machine oil markets, and 
they are forced to find a market for the 
remainder by entering it in competition 
with the Mexican crude in the fuel mar- 
kets. They say the stocks are daily im- 
creasing and that this condition existed 
before the war cloud spread over Europe. 
The pipe lines furthermore claim that the 
amounts they are forced to purchase un- 
der existing contracts is seriously 
crippling their storage capacity. The mar- 
keting companies are working zealously 
to extend their fuel oil markets. On the 
other hand, consumers are pursuing a 
hand-to-mouth policy, with the exception 
of the large railroad systems, purchasing 
only actual requirements, in anticipation 
of a decline in prices. 

Late Completions. 
Sour Lake, Saratoga, Batson and Goose 


-Creek are the fields that contribute to the 


daily output. In the first named pool, 
the Producers Oil Co.’s No. 1 on the Mer- 
chant 5-acre strip, came in in the center 
of a salt water area that had been a big 
disappointment to operators. Therefore 
the Producers’ well caused much excite- 
ment and all sorts of rumors were afloat 
regarding its capacity, some stories cred- 
iting it with putting out 6,000 bbls. in 24 
hours. The oil showed a temperature of 
108 degrees, which presaged salt water 
in a short time. The saline solution made 
itself manifest within 24 hours and the 
well is now producing about 800 bbls. a 
day. There was an immediate revival of 
interest in the temporarily abandoned 
holes in the west, south and east. It is 
said the J. M. Guffey Peroleum Co. will 
take over two wells drilled by the Okla- 
Tex Co. on lots 11 and 12 of the Mer- 
chants ’survey, about 300 feet west of 
the Producers’ well. Work on these holes. 
was suspended at about 1,200 feet. The 
Sun Co. is also figuring on taking over an 
old hole about 280 feet northwest of the 
latest find. The Produecrs Co. got an- 
other big well in its No. 234 fee, which 
came in at 2,395 feet and started off at 
3,000 bbls. a day. The Pace Oil Co.’s No. 
1 Carpenter was completed at 2,035 feet, 
and is flowing 300 bbls. a day. Producers 
Oil Co.’s No. 241 fee, is now on the pump 
and doing 125 bbls. daily. ‘The Sun Co. 
has a water well in its No. 49 Geiscke at 
2,065 feet. This is the hole reported last 
week as being rigged to pump. 

In the Saratoga field, Peggi Bros. have 
a 10-bbl. well in their No. 42 Queen, a 
strainer having been set at 1,442 feet. In 
the Batson shallow sand section, H. G. 
Camp’s No. 9 Hamot, is good for eight 
bbls.. Two joints of 4-inch strainer were 
set at 435 feet.. The Paraffine Oil Co.’s 
No. 38 fee, is making 12 bbls. on the pump 
from 430 feet. In the Goose Creek field 
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the Southern Petroleum Co. drilled its No. | 
3 Smith from 1,200 to 1,300 feet and got | 
a 75-bbl. producer. The company had tem- 
porarily abandoned the well at the former 
depth. The C. L. Smith Oil Co.’s No. | 
11 Gilliard, which came in last week at) 
150 bbls., is now pumping 75 bbls.. This 
is also an old hole that was drilled deeper. 
Wildcat Operations. 

Operations outside of the defined fields 
are practically suspended at present, and 
will probably remain so for some time. 
The South is keenly feeling the commer- 
cial depression, financial institutions hus- 
banding their resources to aid the cotton 
growers. All through the South interior 
banks are withdrawing their deposits from 
the larger centers, resulting in a tight 
money situation. Under these conditions 
it is impossible to interest men of means 
in any oil propositions, and as a result 
the lease hunter is taking an enforced 
vacation. A number of drilling wildcat 
wells in South, Central and West Texas 
are temporarily shut down, and the same 
is true in South Louisiana. The big pro- 
ducing companies, like the Producers Oil 
Co., the Gulf Refining Co., J. M. Guffey 
Petroleum Co. and the Sun Co., have 
called off all new work and say they are 
not interested in any wildcat propositions, 
no matter how enticing they look. There 
is a noticeable decrease in the number of 
charters issued to companies to drill. The 
Riverbottom Oil Co. has started a second 
test south of Dayton, Liberty County, and 
is drilling at 350 feet. Bryan & Jessup 
are also Grilling near Dayton, and are 
down about 610 feet. The Rigler Oil Co., 
drilling about 10 miles southwest of Hous- 
ton, is down 1,100 feet, with no results 
as yet. The test at Chenango, drilled by 
Mayes & Sons, is shut down at below 
1,550 feet. Burt & Griffith have not re- 
sumed work on the well they started at 
Magnolia, while the three drilling tests 
near Wortham are likewise shut down. 
Over in Louisiana, Bell & Clemminger are 
doing nothing with the 2,700-foot hole| 
they have north of Lake Charles. 
In the Fields. 

Saratoga is the only pool in which new | 
work is contemplated, three new wells} 
having been started during the week. The 
Regna Oil Co., who recently brought in 
a small producer on the Petty Ogden sur- | 
vey, is rigging up to start No. 10 on the} 
Kirby land. The derrick is located 50} 
feet south and the same distance east of | 
the northwest corner of Block 54 in the} 
Ogden division of the Jordit survey. The} 
Sun Co. has started its No. 107, locating | 
it 500 feet west and 60 feet east of the | 
northwest corner of the Petty 20-acre| 
tract in the Jordit survey. They have | 
started drilling and are down 100 feet) 
in the sand. Peggi Bros. have commenced | 
operations on their No. 43 and are down} 
100 feet in the sand. The rig is 50 feet} 
south and 150 feet west of the northeast 
corner of the M. E. Hopkins No. 2 sur-| 
vey. The Crosbie Oil Co. is drilling its | 
No. 2 at 1,085 feet in gumbo, while the) 
Sun Co. is in the same formation at 1,150} 
feet with its No. 106. The Ramal Oil Co.'s | 
No. 1 is in rock and drilling ahead at 980) 
feet. : 
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Edgerly Pool. 

Nothing of interest has developed in 
this deep sand formation since the previ- 
ous review. The Muller Oil Co. has a 
showing of oil in its No. 4 Reid. They are 
in 20 feet of sand at 2,730 feet, and are 
reaming the hole before setting one joint 
of 6-inch screen to test. Wilson & Broach, 
No. 1 Fairchild, are still fishing, despite 
reports that the hole was cleared and 
drilling resumed at 2,150 feet. Several 
joints of 4-inch drill pipe are still to be 
recovered, the crew having fished out two 
joints and the lead seal. Krause & Man- 
agan, No. 1 fee, are drilling at 2,450 feet 
and Smith & Tucker are 350 feet down 
in sand and gravel. They are now mix- 
ing mud. Sutton & Emerson expected to 
start work on their proposed test 200 
feet west of the Gulf’s No. 1 Fairchild, 
but have not done so and it is not known 
when they will get under way. The Gulf 
Refining Co. has temporarily shut down 
work on No. 28 Higgins No. 4 Victory; 
No. 2 Landry; No. 6 Bright-Penn; No. 2 
Weed, and No. 2 Hill. No. 4 Victory is the 
deepest of these tests, being in blue shale 
at 3,240 feet, when work was ordered 
suspended. No. 2-B Higgins was being 
drilled deeper and was down to 3,690 feet 
when stopped; No. 2 Hill was about 2,500 
feet; No. 2 Weed at 2,750 and No. 6 
Bright-Penn at 1,300 when they sus- 
pended. 


Batson and Spindletop. 

Two shallow sand pumpers are about 
ready to be brought in, while but one well 
is drilling in this pool. The drilling test 
is the property of the Acorn Oil Co., No. 
9 Ennis, and is in gumbo at 900 feet. W. 
Cc. Turnbow is setting two joints of 6-inch 
strainer at 468 feet up in his No. 5 Pro- 
ducers, and will probably get a small 
producer. The Reliance Oil Co is setting 
strainer in No. 9 Mary Ellen at 605 feet. 
The well will be put on the jack, with 
indication that it will make an 
average Batson pool pumper. No new rigs 
are up in this field, and none are con- 


| templated by the 18 companies and indi- 
| viduals owning producing properties. 


Six tests are now drilling at Spindle- 
top and these are unimportant and with- 
out significance. Here, as in the Batson 
pool, no new work is in sight. The wells 
are small and were it not for the fact 
that the production is sold under con- 
tract, it would scarcely pay to operate 
them. Fifteen and 20-bbl. wells are the 
rule, with the inevitable salt water always 
staring the producer in the face. On the 
McFadden lease, where the Stella Oil Co. 
is drilling its No. 3, 6-inch casing is being 
set at 885 feet. D. W. Piland’s No. 1 Weed 
is drilling in rock at 975 feet. Six-inch 
casing has been set at 875 feet. Wilson & 
Broach, No. 32 Higgins, are drilling in 
rock at 710 feet, and the Hinchee Oil Co.’s 
No. 3 Producers land, is drilling in the 
same formation at 915 feet. The Unity 
Oil Co. is setting 6-inch casing in its No. 
35 National, at about 815 feet. The Gladys 
Oil Co., No. 151 Gladys, is fishing in a hole 
started four days ago. 

Humble and Sour Lake. 

Operations in the deep sand section of 
the Humble pool are confined to the J. 





Thursday, 





a ees 
M. Guffey Petroleum Co., Producers Oil | Rogers, is drilling at 2,490 feet and its 


Co., the Sun and Farmers Oil Co. These 
tests are slowly forging ahead and it will 
probably be 10 days before they reach | 
depths that will be interesting. The Guf- | 
fey hole is the deepest of the lot. It is! 
down 2,800 feet in gumbo. This well is| 
east of the present producers and is be- | 
ing drilled jointly by Blaffer & Parrish, 
and the Guffey Co. Probably 3,000 acres 
or more are tied up under leases, the 
owners of which are watching the Guffey 
test. If it should come up to expecta- 
tions, these leases will be developed, as 
they are held by people who are finan- 
cially able to drill them. The Producers 
Oil Co is drilling on its Burt acreage 
at 2,300 feet and also one well on the 
Landslide at 2,350 feet. The Farmers Oil 
Co., No. 2, Block C, Stevenson survey, is 
down to 2,500 feet. The test of the Sun 
Co. is on the Yeager lease, Marshall sur- 
vey, between the Guffey weli and that of 
the Producers, Burt hole. It is drilling at 
1,550 feet. Messrs. Hancock, Rogers and 
others have taken over the Bender lease. 
formerly operated by the Ninety-nine Oil 
Co. and J. D. Patrick, and propose to 
drill a well. The old McCloud well, No. 1, 
is being cleaned out in the hope of in- 
creasing its output. Six-inch casing is 
ready to be set in the deep test of the 
Tally Oil Co. The old McVeay well, north 
of the Texas Co.’s pump station, has been 
taken over by Robert Layton, who will 
rig it up and start pumping. A number 
of old wells in the shallow sand section 
are on the market and are being picked 
up by field workers who are out of em- 
ployment. By cleaning them out and mak- 
ing repairs they are being coaxed into 
fairly good pumpers. 

The past week was the first in five 
months that had not witnessed the locat- 
ing of one or more new rigs in the deep 
sand section of the Sour Lake pool, and 
demonstrated conclusively that operators 
have lost confidence in the field. The 
rapidity with which the gusher of the 
Producers Oil Co. on the Merchant 5-acre 
lot went to salt water tends to make the 
talent even more timid than it was be- 
fore. The results of work with the ro- 
tary during the past six weeks have put 
a good number of producers on the wrong 
side of the ledger, and it is safe to assert 
that whatever new work is undertaken 
in the future will be largely by the big 
producing companies. Representatives of 
the land and operating departments of 
these larger companies are being offered 
leases and unfinished wells almost every 
day, the owners desiring only enough to 
cover what they have ' expended and let 
them out even. Under ordinary condi- 
tions these leases would be taken and the 
holes finished, but the officials say they 
have orders from headquarters to curtail. 
However, it is assumed that these un- 
finished wells will be taken over and 
drilled deeper just as soon as the finan- 
cial skies clear up. 

The Sutton Oil Co is fishing for a joint 
of strainer in its No. 1 Hudson at 2,185 
feet. This hole was tested at 2,100 feet 
and showed salt water. It was then drilled 
deeper. The McNamara Oil Co., No. 1 





No. 5 Bashara at 2,310 feet. The Eclipse 
Oil Co. is. bailing its No. 2 Merchant at 
2,010 feet. Rankenstein et al., No. 3 Glass, 
is drilling at 1,950 feet, and the Minor Oil 
Co. is down to 2,185 feet with its No. 46 
fee. The Merrimac Oil Co. is setting 
strainer in No. 6 Jackson at 2,300 feet 
and the Hornsby Oil Co. is drilling at 1,820 
feet in No. 1 Homestake. The Lake Oil 
Co.’s No. 3 B. Jackson is drilling at 2,250 
feet and No. 3 C Jackson at 600 feet. The 
company is bailing No. 5 Bashara at 
2,265 feet. The J. M. Guffey Petroleum 
Co. is drilling in sand at No. 8 B. Jackson. 
Its No. 1 Ashe is down to 2,780 feet and 
No. 1 Herbert Ebbert is drilling ahead 
at 1,448 feet. On the Ambrose Jackson 
lease the company is in sand at 2,375 feet 
with No. 1 and is setting strainer in No. 
3 Carpenter at 2,450 feet. This is a hole 
that was tested at 2,370 feet and was a 
water well. The strainer was pulled and 
the hole drilled deeper. They may get 
a well. 

The Sun Co.’s No. 46 Junker is drilling 
at 2,840 feet and strainer is being set 
in No. 48 Fisher at 2,285 feet. On the 
Producers Oil Co.’s fee piece, the company 
is reaming No. 232 at 2,485 feet. Side- 
tracking operations are under way in No. 
240 at 2,395 feet. The pipe was lost at 
2,400 feet, hence the sidetracking around 
it. No. 242 is drilling at 2,627 feet. No. 
243 is still sidetracking at 2,075 feet as 
reported last week, having made no pro- 
gress. No. 244 is drilling at 2,110 feet. 
The Bell Oil Co. is setting strainer in No. 
1 Carpenter at 2,000 feet. The Merchant 
Oil Co.’s No. 1 on the Franco-American 
lease is drilling ahead at 2,500 feet, while 
the Lake Graham Oil Co.’s No. 2 Bashara 
is down to 1,160 feet. The Young & Roth- 
well Oil Co. is tubing No. 7 Jackson at 
2,400 feet. This hole was bailed at this 
depth and showed up fairly good. The 
Weaver Oil Co. is down to 1,100 feet with 
its test on the Young lease, while the 
Schamblain Oil Co.’s No. 3 Parson is 
drilling at 225 feet, having got started 
during the week. The Gasconade Oil Co.’s 
No. 1 Potter is drilling at 1,955 feet and 
the Sylvan Oil Co.’s No. 3 Rogers at 
1,255 feet. The Lake View Oil Co has 
completed No. 1 Hardin County lands at 
1,210 feet, and the crew is now engaged 
in tubing the well. 

Fourteen derricks are standing in the 
field, many of which have been up for 
months. The Producers Oil Co. has three 
located on its fee land; the Sun Co. one 
on the Higgins lease and the Guffey Co. 
one on the Merchant lease. The Eclipse 
Oil Co. also has one on its Merchant 
lease, while the rest are owned by the 
small companies operating in the field. 

Jennings and Vinton. 

The Crowley Oil & Mineral Co. has a 
10-bbl. pumper in No. 6 Heywood lease 
at Jennings. Two and_ one-half-inch 
strainer was set at 1,800 feet and the well 
is pumping water and oil: The Reyne 
Oil Co.'s No. 1 is shut down at 1,615 feet 
in order to repair the rig and make mud. 
The Chicago-Jennings Oil Co. is testing 
its No. 11 fee at 1,000 feet. Three joints 
of 4%-inch strainer have been set, the 
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a. 1. STEEL ROTARY 


WITH SQUARE DRILL STEM 


The Square Drill Stem is 
made from forged steel, joint- 
ed in such a way that it will 
stand any pressure, either in- 
ternally or externally. 


This eliminates not only the 
gripping ring device but also 
the slide tongs and extra 
heavy drill pipe. 


The Square Drill Stem is 
engaged on the “OILWELL” 
Cast Steel Rotary by a cast 
steel bushing, this bushing 
being removable so that in 
pulling out, either elevator or 
cast steel hinged spider can 
be used. 
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Timber suitable for first class wooden walking beams is now scarce and consequently expensive. 

We offer beams of structural steel in various sizes for all classes of service, from deep drilling to pumping. 

Our W-1 beam, equivalent to a 12x30-inch oak beam, will outlive a dozen beams. Made in regular 
lengths and with regular side irons, saddle and bearings, so that they can be used with either wooden or steel 
rigs. Can be furnished either for use with regular pitman or with spring box to produce the same springy 


effect as a wooden beam. 
Standard sizes always in stock. Write for our Steel Derrick and Drilling Rig pamphlet. 
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bailer showing muddy salt water and a 
little oil. No new work is contemplated 
in the field by operators, although it is 
probable that some of the old producers 
will be drilling deeper in the hope of 
increasing their output. 

No wells were completed at Vinton dur- 
ing the week. One new rig has gone up, 
the Gum Cove Oil Co.’s No. 4 Stewart. 
The derrick is 50 feet east of the com- 
pany’s No. 1. The Gum Cove Oil Co. has 
a production of about 100 bbls. a day. Wil- 
son & Tucker are fishing for three joints 
of 24-inch drill pipe in their No. 5 Parker 
at 2,215 feet. The Ged Petroleum Co.’s 
No. 1 Oliver is drilling at 1,100 feet and 
the Rescue Oil Co.’s No. 2 Hooks is in 
rock at 1,200 feet. The Gray Oil Co. is 
just five feet deeper than this in its No. 
4 Gray and also in rock. The Star Oil 
Co. is fishing in its No. 9 Vincent at 
2,325 feet. 

Markham and Goose Creek. 

The Tate Oil Co. has a show of oil in 
its No. 1 Meyers at Markham, but the} 
gas from the blowout is so strong as to} 
forec them to shut down. The J. M.| 
Guffey Petroleum Co.’s No. 1 Swastika | 
is drilling at 2,300 feet and Neil Esperson | 
is down 2,100 feet with his No. 1 North-| 
ern Irrigation lands. The Producers Oil | 
Co.’s No. 1 Clem is shut down at about} 
2,300 feet. 





At Goose Creek the State Land Oil Co., 
No. 1 McDermott, is down to 1,430 feet, 
while the test of the Beaumont Petroleum 
Co., out in the bay on what is known as 
the Lee Hager lease, is down below 1,200 
feet. These are the only wells drilling in 
that field at this time, although the 
Southern Petroleum Co. and the C. L. 
Smith Oil Co. are figuring on drilling some 
of their old holes deeper. 

. Personal Mention. 

T. J. Donoghue, vice-president of the 
Texas Co. and executive head of the 
pipe line division, has returned from a 
month’s vacation spent at Bradford and 
in New York City. Mrs. Donoghue and 
family_are still in Bradford. 

Will Esperson, D. W. Beatty, H. T. 
Staiti and Sterling Bros., Gulf Coast oper- 
ators who have interests in the Healdton, 
Okla., pool, are in telegraphic communi- 
cation with the officials of the Magnolia 
Pipe Line Co., regarding the request of 
the company that producers accept half 
cash and half script for their production, 
the script to bear interest at the rate of 
6 per cent for six months. These men 
say they realize the trying position in 
which the war has placed the pipe line 
companies and have no desire to be ar- 
bitrary. If the banks here will take the 
script, the offer of the company will prob- 
ably be accepted ‘ 
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PREPARING FOR RESUMPTION. 





SHREVEPORT, La., Aug. 24.—Despite 
the unsettled conditions caused by the 
war in Europe and the various other 
blows dealt to the oil industry, the Caddo 
and De Soto fields continue to hold their 
own in average daily production, and ar- 
rangements continue to be made for in- 
creased activity in the future. A number 
of large leases have been taken during the 
week in new territory and the general 
opinion is that when the international dif- 
ficulties are settled there will be a greater | 





Ardis in Red River Parish, which came in 
with an initial production of 1,500 bbls. a 
day, in the vicinity of the dscovery well 
on the Marston. An 800-bbl. well was 
completed by the same company in the 
Sample C-4 in De Soto. The average daily 
production of the De Soto field, which in- 
cludes that of Red River, was 13,716 bbls., 
an increase of 463 bbls. daily. 

Very few wells were completed in the 
Caddo field and operations here have been 
almost entirely suspended. Four hundred 
and twenty barrels were added to the 
daily output, but this was mainly due to 


demand for production and better market | the completion of the Standard Oil Co.’s 
conditions than ever before, and it is evi- well on the Stiles lease. The average 
dent that those who can are taking ad- | daily production in Caddo showed an in- 
vantage of the interim to prepare for it.| crease of 194 bbls. a day, this weeks’ av- 
Plans for extensive wildcatting are being | erage being 22,810 bbls. 

made, and promises are that there will be | De Soto Parish. 

many important extensions to the field| An enormous gas well was completed in 
within the next few months. There is a| the De Soto district during the past week, 
general tendency to hold back production equalling in volume the famous Sample 
for the present owing to conditions of the | well, drilled in the early days of this field. 


market, and active drilling has been| The well was the Gulf Refining Co.’s No. 3 
stopped wherever practicable, but the|on the McCormick-Nabors D lease in Sec- 
situation is considered only temporary | tion 25-13-12, two miles northeast of the 





and there is a general under-current of | Naborton pool, and has a volume of 30,- 
plans ripening by those who are able to | 000,000 cubic feet. A good well was com- 
take advantage of the general depression. | pleted in the Naborton pool by the Pro- 





Thousands of acres are being leased in|} 
the southern extremity of Caddo and the | 
north end of De Soto parishes, and also in | 
Bossier, and operations in Winn Parish 
are being pushed steadily. 

The Red River development is by far 
the most interesting at present. Large 
producers continue being brought in and 
locations recently made have extended 
operations for many miles beyond the 
original pool. Outside capital has frankly | 
drawn out of the game for the present, | 
but a number of new companies have 
been formed of local business men and 
operators who have faith in the future. 

The most important completion of the 
week was the Producers Oil Co.’s No. 2 





ducers Oil Co., its Sample C-4 in Section 
36-13-12 making 800 bbls. initial daily pro- 
duction. No new work has been started 
and most of the wells now drilling in this 
district are tests in new territory and fu- 
ture operations will depend to a large ex- 
tent on their results. They are waiting 
for cement to set in C-3 Giauque, six 
miles south of the pool in Section 33-12-11, 


|and work has been stopped on the Nickey 


well in Section 7-13-12, seven miles north- 
west. The Jenkins A-18 is not yet com- 
pleted, and the Frost-Johnson well in 
Section 16-12-12, two miles southwest of 
the pool, has a fishing job. A-3 on the 
Williams lease, Section 31-13-11, had but 
just started drilling when it was tempo- 








rarily shut down. Work has been stopped 
by the Producers Oil Co. on the Sample 
A-3 and the Sample C-10 and the Heard 
well. No. 1 Saunders is still making oil 
between the casings, but has not been 
completed, and the Saunders A-5, Section 
8-12-12, is fishing for one joint of 6-inch 
pipe. Christine-Nabors No. 14 has drilled 
to nearly 3,000 feet, and the Dillon well, 
Section 29-10-12, is bailing 6-inch casing 
at 2,700 feet. An effort is being made on 
the old M. Alexander No. 1 to get produc- 
tion by cleaning out and drilling deeper, 
and No. 3, same lease, is drilling ahead. 

The Standard Oil Co. is building stand- 
ard rig for No. 12 Scales, and No. 16 is 
still drilling. No. 15 is standing idle and 
No. 1 Williams is still a location. 

The Pure Oil Co. has a good showing of 
oil in No. 3 Williams, but is waiting to 
drill in with cable tools. No. 5 has set 
6-inch and No. 2 Nabors has a fishing job. 
Benedum & Trees have a fishing job in 
the Spider well, Section 11-11-14, and the 
Mayno Oil Co. has temporarily abandoned 
No. 2 Williams, Section 22-12-12. The 
Koster Oil Co. has set 6-inch casing in 
No. 1 Harris and is waiting for cement 
to set, and the Louisiana Oil Co.’s No. 102 
Nabors is drilling ahead. The Sun Co. 
has a well of some kind in No. 3 Dorsey, 
but is has not yet been put to pumping, 
and C. J. Wilson is arranging to pump No. 
4 Williams and has set 6-inch casing in 
Nos. 5, 6 and 7. The Independent Oil Co. 
made a location on the Frost-Johnson 
lease in Section 16-12-12, but has not 
started drilling. 

Red’ River Parish. 

The most interesting development in 
the field at present is in the Red River 
district. Although only about two months 
since the completion of the first well in 
this territory, four big gushers have been 
brought in and the field has been extended 
until it covers practically 25,000 acres. 
The Standard Oil Co.’s well on the West- 
dale plantation is two and one-half miles 
north and a little east of the -discovery 
well on the Marston, and the Gulf Refin- 
ing Co. has made a location on the Giau- 
que property, six miles northwest of the 
Marston. A further extension of the field 
has been made by the location of a well 
on the Lawson lease, one and one-half 
miles northeast of the Westdale, in Sec- 
tion 36-14-11. During the past week the 
Producers Oil Co. completed its second 
well on the Ardis, in the immediate vi- 
cinity of the discovery well, with an ini- 
tial daily production of 1,500 bbls. The 
Gulf Refining Co. has made a location for 
No. 4 Marston as an offset to No. 2 Ardis. 
A location made by the Producers Oil Co. 
extends the field of operations one mile 
east of the Marston and one-half mile 
south of the Atlas Oil Co.’s Crichton well, 
the new location being in Section 13-13-11, 
on the McClellan lease. The Producers is 
drilling No. 3 Ardis, offset to the No. 1 
Marston, and Sample B-1, Section 21-13- 
11, one and three-quarter miles southwest 
of No. 1 Marston. The Grand Bayou 
Planting Co.’s well is down nearly 3,000 
feet and is sidetracking 44-inch liner. 

The Atlas Oil Co. is drilling ahead on 
the Crichton well at 1,970 feet and der- 
rick has been built for No. 1 Richardson 
in Section 24-13-11, one and one-half miles 
south of the Crichton. The Lake Region 
Oil Co. has set 6-inch casing in the Wat- 
son well and is letting it stand, and the 
New York Oil Co. is down 1,500 feet in 
the Moss well, Section 1-12-11, four and 
one-half miles south and a little east of 
No. 1 Marston, and two and one-half 
miles northeast of the Gulf Refining Co.’s 
Jenkins B-1, which has been a producer 





for several years and was one of the first 
wells completed in this part of the 
country. 

Sabine Parish. 


Considerable activity is being shown in 
the Sabine Parish, or Pelican district, 
and, although nothing but small wells 
have yet been completed, the oil is very 
high gravity and it is thought that the 
production is well worth going after. The 
Producers Oil Co. now has four wells 
drilling in this district, one on the John- 
son lease, which is down over 3,000 feet; 
one on the Patterson, and Nos. 4 and 5 on 
the Logan. The Standard Oil Co. is still 
drilling No. 1 Ives, Section 34-10-12, and 
is down 800 feet in No. 1 Baxley, Section 
26-10-12. The Gulf Refining Co.’s Roberts- 
Brown Lumber Co. well, two miles north 
of Oxford, in Section 5-11-12, is still drill- 
ing, and the Arkansas Natural Gas Co.’s 
well on the J. T. Guy lease, three miles 
west and a little north of the Gulf’s Rob- 
erts-Brown Lumber Co. No. 1, is down 
1,500 feet. A location has been made by 
the Sodus Oil & Gas Co. on the Jackson 
& Taylor lease, Section 27-10-12. 

Oil City and Mooringsport. 

Activity in the Oil City district is con- 
fined at present to the recent extensions 
of the field east of Oil City, in Sections 
8 and 17. The Producers Oil Co. is drill- 
ing No. 6 B. B. L. Co., Section 8-20-15, at 
200 feet, and in the same section, S. P. 
Schenberger is down 500 feet in No. 2 
Atkins. The Potter Oil Co. is drilling No. 
2 Barnesdale, Section 17-20-15, and has 
made a location for No. 3. 

Salt water seems to be getting the best 
of things in the Mooringsport pool and 
unless new territory is found it looks as 
though this district was about played out. 
The Gulf Refining Co. struck salt water 
in the Noel No. 2 fee, Section 31-20-15, in 
the shallow pay and the well will prob- 
ably be abandoned, The Louisiana Oil 
Refining Co. got salt water in both its 
wells on the Green lease, Section 27-20-16, 
in the. 2,300-foot sand. The Standard Oil 
Co. is bailing No. 3 Hardy at 840 feet and 
the Keystone Oil Co. has a small well in 
its No. 1 La Robadiere, but it has not 
been put to pumping. The Star Oil Co. 
drilled a little deeper in No. 10 Loucks 
and got a small increase in production, 
but it will probably be drilled still deeper 
before put to pumping. A location has 
been made by the Birmingham-Caddo Oil 
Co. for No. 4 on the Pitts lease, Section 
24-20-16, and it is drilling at 100 feet. The 
Arkansas Natural Gas Co.’s No. 24 Glas- 
sell, Section 23-20-15, is drilling at 1,800 
feet. 

Another disappointment was met with 
in the Blanchard district when the Ar- 
kansas Fuel Oil Co. got a dry hole in the 
Dillon well, Section 18-19-14, five miles 
northeast of Blanchard. Casing has been 
pulled and the well abandoned. The Soda 
Lake Oil & Gas Co. has set 4%4-inch cas- 
ing in the Slattery well and is waiting for 
cement to set. 


Jeems Bayou and Monterey. 

The Producers Oil Co. has completed 
Busch-Everett Levee Board No. 3, Sec- 
tion 33-21-16, pumping 20 bbls. the first 
24 hours. The Atlas Oil Co. drilled its 
Levee Board E-3 deeper and it is making 
50 bbls. a day. Levee Board B-5 has set 
6-inch casing. Several wells in this dis- 
trict have been completed, but will not 
be put to pumping on account of the low 
price of oil and unsettled conditions. 

A few interesting tests are being made 
in the Monterey district, but for the most 
part operations are quiet here as else- 
where. The Gulf Refining Co. has set 
6-inch casing in No. 5 Stiles, Section 15- 
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21-16, and the Producers Oil Co. has set 
6-inch in No. 39 Harrell, Section 4-21-16. 
The Burglass Oil & Mineral Co. has re- 
cemented 4%-inch casing in its No. 1 fee 
and the Interstate Oil & Gas Co. has 
made a location in Section 3-21-16, two 
and one-half miles southwest of Vivian. 

The famous Stiles tract, at Harts Ferry, 
owned by the Standard Oil Co., continues 
to be the most productive territory in the 
Caddo field. Hardly a week passes but 
one or two good wells are completed: in 
this pool, which seems practically inex- 
haustible. No. 135 Stiles was completed 
this week with an initial daily production 
of 400 bbls. No. 134 is waiting for stand- 
ard rig to be built and No. 136 has set 
6-inch casing. 

At Lewis and Vivian. 

The Keystone Oil Co. has drilled three 
wells on the Lewis lease, Section 18-21-15, 
a mile northeast of Lewis, and all have a 
good showing of oil, but have not been 
put to pumping. Six-inch casing has been 
set in No. 4, and No. 5 is rigging up to 
drill. All are completed in the shallow 
sand. The Rogers Oil & Gas Co. is drill- 
ing No. 21 Rogers, Section 24-21-16, at 
1,025 feet. In the Vivian district the 
Savoy Oil Co. has set 6-inch casing in No. 
1 Browning, Section 33-22-16, and derrick 
has been built for No. 2 Posey in the 
same section. The Sun Co. is drilling No. 
96 Posey, Section 4-21-16, at 1,170 feet. 

The Southwestern Gas & Electric Co. 
completed another gas well in Section 
8-17-14, one mile west of Shreveport, on 
the Stringfellow lease. H. L. Heilperin 
has a well drilling at 1,200 feet on the 
Fisher farm. Section 9-14-15. 

Wildcat Developments. 

There is very little activity at present 
across the line in Texas, although many 
holdings have changed hands recently and 
a good deal of development work in sight. 
The Marion Oil Co.’s Ames Springs well 
has been abandoned, and the wells of the 
Tar Island Oil Co. and the Consolidated 
Oil Co., in Harrison County, and the Prov- 
idence Oil Co., in Harrison County, are 
all temporarily closed down. The Casco 
Oil Co., in Cass County, Tex., is drilling 
No. 1 Darnell, four miles northwest, of 
Vivian, just across the State line. 

The Standard Oil Co. is down 800 feet 
in the Moline Timber Co.’s well in Section 
22-12-17, Ouachita County, Ark., and leas- 
ing has become very active in this ter- 
ritory. 

H. H. Pardee and others who are drill- 
ing the Cedar Creek Saline well in Winn 
Parish, three miles southwest of Winn- 
field, are still drilling in the hard rock, 
commonly called the Winnfield marble, 
having penetrated little over a hundred 
feet in three weeks. The Tampico Oil 
Co. is down 500 feet in a well six miles 
southwest of Winnfield and the Arkansas 
Natural Gas Co. is down 200 feet in the 
well C. W. Lemon is drilling 12 miles 
southwest of Winnfield and 40 miles east 
of the Naborton pool. 2 

‘H. L. Heilperin and others have leased 
several thousand acres of their holdings 
recently acquired in the southern extrem- 
ity of Caddo and the north end of De 
Soto parishes, near Keatchie, La., to the 
Gulf Refining Co. and the Producers Oil 
Co., and it is their intention to start op- 





erating in this territory in the near fu- 
ture. There is already one well being 
drilled in ‘this vicinity by the Heilperin 
interests, the Keatchie Oil & Gas Co.’s 
No. 1 Thigpen and Herold, in Section 
2-17-15, now down 1,20) feet. 

J. C. Wilson has leased a lot of land 
from various parties, comprising several 
thousand acres in Township 11, Ranges 
14, 15 and 16, in what is entirely unde- 
veloped territory. The leases are some 
six miles west of the Benedum & Trees 
well, where some of the first drilling in 
the De Soto field was done by the Spider 
Oil Co, and extend westward toward the 
State line. A number of other parties 
have acquired leases in the same terri- 
tory and there is a prospect of consider- 
able wildcatting here in the immediate | 
future. The land lies seven or eight miles 
soutLeast of Logansport, La. 

An important organization, known as 
the Reserve Natural Gas Co., has just 
been effected by several of the large oil 
and gas interests for the purpose of -pro- 
viding a market for the gas produced in 
the De Soto field. Fifty,four miles of 16- 
inch pipe line is being laid from the Na- 
borton field, north through Shreveport, to 
Mooringsport, where the gas-compresscr 
stations are located. 

The Houston-Caddo Oil Co. has in- 
creased its capital stock from $10,000 to | 
$50,v-. and the officers elected to serve | 
under the new organization are: Presi- 
dent, C. H. Irish; treasurer, George L. 
Glass; secretary, E. J. Dimmick. The 
company has also acquired the ownership 
of additional holdings in the Caddo field. 
including the producing wells of the Tri- 
State Oil Co. and the Dunham wells. 

Two new companies have recently been 
organized for the purpose of operating on 
their holdings in Marion County, Tex. The 
Caddo Thousand Acre Oil Co. is capital- 
ized at $100,000, with officers as follows: 
President, W. D. Chew; vice president. 
F. A. Dick; secretary and treasurer, W. 
L. Price. The Caddo Oil Producing Co. 
has the same officers and is capitalized at 
$17,000. 

Pat Flournoy has taken a lease of about 
1v,000 acres in Township 17, Ranges 12 
and 13, Bossier Parish, on which he will 
start drilling a well at once. The Guif 
Refining Co. and the Standard Oil Co. are 
also leasing heavily in this vicinity, and 
other interesting developments are ex- 
pected soon, principally in Townships 15 
and 16. 

The Sodus Oil & Gas Co. has been re- 
cently organized with the following offi- 
cers: President, W. W. Blocker; vice 
president, B. F. McElroy; secretary and 
treasurer, Dudley Crawford. A location 
has been made by this company on the 
Jackson & Taylor lease, Section 27-10-12, 
Sabine Parish, drilling to be started at 
once. The well is 300 feet south of the 
Producers’ No. 5 Logan and 500 feet west 
of the Standard Oil Co.’s Davis & Atkins 
well, 

The Louisiana Gas Co. is building a new 
high-pressure station at the Shreveport 
city limits, on Fetzer Avenue, from which 
it will supply a portion of the gas to the 
city from the Shreveport gas field. About 
twenty-five wells have been drilled within 
a short distance of the city limits, all 
producing gas wells. 
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CONDITIONS NOT IMPROVING. 





PITTSBURGH, Pa., Aug. 24.—(Special.) 
—Two reduction of 5 cents each in the 
credit. balance market for crude of the 
Pennsylvania grade was the feature of 
the week. The first came on Monday, 
when the Joseph Seep purchasing agency 
posted $1.50 for crude of the Pennsylvania 
grade and a second of the same size was 
posted on Thursday morning, making the 
price $1.45. Inferior grades produced in 
a smaller quantity were also reduced. 
The cut on Thursday was the fourteenth 
since the market began to recede from 
$2.50, where it had remained for more 
than a year, or up to April 17 of the cur- 
rent year. The combined reductions 
amount to $1.05, and shows a loss of 
that amount to producers of high grade 
crude, as compared with the high point. 
What makes the situation all the more 
embarrassing is on account of the pro- 
ducer being able to have a market for 
only a fractional part of his production. 
In West Virginia and Southern Ohio the 
Eureka Pipe Line Co. is taking but 25 
per cent of the production and in South- 
eastern Ohio, the Buckeye Pipe Line Co. 
is taking but one-third of the oil pro- 
duced. Up to the present time, the South- 





west Pennsylvania Pipe Line Co. has been 
taking all of the producers’ oil connected 
to its lines. The Seep Purchasing Agency 
is still buying Eastern crude in restricted 
quantities, not to exceed 100 barrels from 
any one person or company. Other com- 
panies that gather and buy crude have 
refused to accept runs from the wells, and 
are now buying but a small percentage of 
the production in the districts into which 
their lines extend. 

Producers have been up against hard 
conditions in the past, but never in the 
history of the industry have they experi- 
enced such heart-breaking conditions as 
now prevail in all sections of the East. 
All branches of the industry are at a 
standstill. Manufacturers of and dealers 
in oil well supplies and machinery say 
there is practically no business. Operators 
are disheartened and are shutting down, 
or have shut down all work under way 
and are starting no new operations. 
Within another thirty days—after the 
work well under way has been completed 
—the districts active now will not have a 
wheel turning. Those who will most feel 
the pressure are those who had invested 
in producing properties with the expecta- 
tion of paying for their purchases out of 
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We are Headquarters 


For everything for Oil Wells—Packing, Drilling 
Hose, Injectors, Inspirators, Lubricators, Oil Cups, 
Wire Rope, Rope Blocks, Pipe Tools, Stocks and 
Dies, Valves, Cups, Pulleys, Belting, Blacksmiths’ 
Tools, Boiler Tools, Steam Pumps, Line Pipe, | 
Drive Pipe, Tubing and Casing. 











Write for quotations on your requirements or 
send us your open orders—they will be filled at 
bottom prices, in a manner that will please you 


THE LARGEST SUPPLY HOUSE IN THE SOUTHWEST 


PEDEN IRON & STEEL CoO. 


HOUSTON AND SAN ANTONIO 











Oklahoma 
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Works 


General Offices, 


TULSA, OKLA. 


Manufacturers of Oil and 
Water Well Drilling and 
Fishing Tools. Rig Irons, 
O. K. Sand Reels, O. K. 
Wire Line Clamps, High 
Pressure Pipe Line Pumps, 
Drilling Engines, Oil and 
Gas Well Fittings, Pump- 
ing Powers, Jacks, Power 
Connections, Etc. 


Agents ior 


MONONGAHELA TUBE CO. 


Iron Pipe and Casing 


American Wire Line, Wall Cables, 

o Bovaird & Seyfang Co. Boilers, 
Republic Iron and Steel Co. Steel 
Pipe and Casing. 





Machine Shop and Complete Line of Oil Well Supplies Carried 
in Stock at BARTLESVILLE and CUSHING, OKLA. Forge 
and Machine Shop and a Complete Line of Oil Well Supplies 
at Tampico, Mexico. 

















Dart Unions and Flanges 


have two bronze seats in the vital part which 
are perfectly ground and eliminate all trouble 
due to corrosion. 


Made of heavy patterns and especially 
adapted to high pressure lines. Write for 
free samp'e and catalog. 


E. M. DART MFG. CO. 


Providence, R. I. 
The Fairbanks Co., New Orleans, Distributors 
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no failures have been reported. Prior to 
the slump in the market there had been 
some trading in producing properties, 
based on a valuation when the market 
was $2.50 a barrel. With a depreciation 
of 44 per cent alone, to say nothing of 
other complications, the outlook for those 
who based their hopes on a continuance 
of a high market is not encouraging. 
In the Felds. 

During the past week, development 
work in the West Virginia, Southestern 
Ohio and Southwestern Pennsylvania 
fields was desultory and practically fea- 
tureless. 

Since the first of the year, there have 
been few active districts in the eastern 
fields. The most promising and the one 
having the largest undeveloped acreage is 
the Weir sand development in Elk dis- 
trict, Kanawha County, West Virginia. 
The South Penn Oil Co. and the Ohio Fuel 
Oil Co. are the principal holders of the| 
territory in that district, and there had 


for some months been quite a spirited | 
two companies in| 


rivalry between the 
rushing to completion work along lease 
lines, There is nothing of the kind now. 
Development work has been discontinued 
and so far as animation is concerned it is 
no more noticeable than in the old dis- 
tricts. 

Wildcatting in the lower counties had 
been more or less of a feature all through 
last year and the early part of this. Ex- 
cept in the gas districts, all has been for 
the present abandoned. The high market 
was an inspiration to search for new pro- 
ducing territory, but there is no such in- 
centive at this time. In the old districts, 
where there had been a little new work 
nearly all of the time, the reports show 
that most of the work under way at the 
close of last month has been completed. 

The field conditions that prevail in West 
Virginia are no better in Southeastern 
Ohio. The transportation companies are 
taking but one-third of the - production 
and producers are restricted as to the 
amount of oil that can be sold. The 
Southeastern Ohio fields contain no large 


areas of undeveloped territory, and there | 


will be no necessity for continuing opera- 
tions. The deep sand territory 
most seriously affected. From all sections 
come reports of work shut down and no 
new work starting. 


The Southwest Pennsylvania fields have | 


nothing to offer in the way of new opera- 
tions, and the chances are not good for 
starting new work, despite the fact that} 
the Southwest Pennsylvania Pipe Line 
Co. has not restricted the amount of oil} 
it will take from producers. At the pres- 
ent, it is the only company in the east 
that has not fixed a limit as to the amount 
of oil it will take from each producer. 
Late Developments. 

The week end completed nothing better 
than very light pumpers. In McClellan | 
district, Doddridge County, West Virginia, 
Virgil I. 
the A. C. Ballou farm through the Big 
Injun sand and barely escaped getting 
a duster. In the same district, the South 
Penn Oil Co. drilled No. 6 on the Samuel 
Collins farm through the Big Injun sand 
and has a duster. 

On Laurel run, Murphy district, Ritchie 
County, Cochran & Funk have drilled 
their test on the E. L. Donnelly farm 
through the salt sand and have a duster. 
On Drake’s Run, Mannington district, 
Marion County, Leggett & Co. have drilled 
their test on the J. R. Price farm through 
all sands and have a duster. 

On Lost Creek, Grant district, Harrison 
County. the Hope Natural Gas Co.’s test 
on the Charles Woofter farm is a gasser 
in the fifth sand. On Walnut Creek, 
Freeman’s district, Lewis County, 
same company has drilled a test on the} 
Lloyd Bailey farm, through all sands| 
and has a duster. The same company’s 
test on the Ray Hilden farm, located on| 
Freeman's Creek, is a light gasser in the 
Gordon sand. 

In Courthouse district, Lewis County, 
the Reserve Gas Co. has completed tests 
on the C. White and L. E. Gault farms 
and both are fair gassers in the Gordon 
sand. In Freeman's Creek district, the 
Philadelphia Co. has drilled its test on the 
Allen Woofber farm through the fifth 
sand and has a small gasser. 

Ox Ten-Mile Creek, Laurel Hill district, 
Lincoln county, the Columbia Gas & 
Electric Co. has drilled No. 198 on the 
Guyandotte Land Association’s property 
thorugh the Big Injun sand and has a 
gasser. On Betts Branch, Sheridan dis- 
trict, the Interval Gas & Oil Co. has 
drilled No. 10 on the Elisha McComas 
farm through all sands and has a duster. 
It has been abandoned. On Four Mile 
Creek, in the same district, the same com 
pany has drilled No. 26 on the Andrew 
Watts farm through the Big Injun sand 
and has a fair gasser in that formation. 

On Sugar Tree Fork, Duval district, the 


will be| 


Allen & Co. drilled their No. 4 on} 


the | 


THE OIL AND 


GAS JOURNAL 


Thursday, 





Big Creek Development Co. has started 
to drill a second test on the H. L. Os- 
borne farm. On the same stream in 
Union district, the same company has 
started to drill No. 5 on the Richard 
Woodrum farm. On _ Gilmer’s’ Creek, 
Curry district, Putnam County, the Way- 
land Oil & Gas Co. has started to drill a 
test on the George Dalton farm. 

In the same territory in Southeastern 
Ohio, in Jackson Township, Perry County, 
the Junction City Oil & Gas Co. has com- 
pleted No. 3 on the P. R. Cain farm and 
has a producer in the Clinton sand good 
for 20 barrels a day. 

In the shallow sand territory of Reas 
Run _ district, 
Washington County, Kiggings, 
& Co. have drilled a test on the 








} 


| 
| 


One and one-half miles southwest of 
Bellaire, Belmont County, the combination 
well, located at the corner of three farms, 
and drilled by Bellaire parties, has been 
completed and is a duster. To make the 
test complete the well was drilled through 
all sands. 

In Aleppo Township, Greene County, 
Pa., the Manufacturers Light & Heat 
Co. has drilled its second test on the Wil- 
liam Tedrow farm through the fifth sand 
and has a gasser. In the same district 
the Wyoming Fuel Co. has drilled a test 
on the S. P. McVey farm through the 
same formation and secured a afir gasser. 

In the Imperial district, Allegheny 


Independence Township.| County, the Nolte Development Co. has 
Bedillion | completed No. 3 on the J. Nolte farm and 
Scott | has a duster. 
Riggs farm through the Maxon sand and_| trict the South Penn Oil Co, Midland Di- 
have a show for a 10 or 15-bbl. pumper. | vision, has completed and put its No. 3 


In the Brush Creek dis- 


In Granview Township, C. F. Casper &| on the M. Wilhelm farm to pumping and 


Co. have completed No. 6 on the Mc-| has a very light producer. The same com- 
| Mahan heirs’ farm and have a very light pany is drilling in th sand at a second 


pumper in the Big Injun sand. 


| 


test on the A. B. English heirs’ farm. 














OHIO, KENTUCKY AND ILLINOIS 


By “WHIT.” 








STILL RUNNING THE OIL. 





TOLEDO, O., Aug. 24.—A week’s re- 
view of the Central West fields of Central 
and Northwestern Ohio, Kentucky, Indi- 
ana, and Illinois shows that work is de- 
clining more for lack of drillable terri- 
tory of the shallow kind than on account 
of the present prices. The well owners of 
the Central West are faring much butter 


than those of other fields in the way of} 


getting rid of their production, as the pipe 
lines have not prorated the oil, 


continue as long as there are available 
| storage tanks to put the oil in. 

Most of the fields are showing heavy de- 
clines in completed work and production, 
and about the only ones to furnish new 
work are the shallow sands. 

But little of importance has developed 
in the Kentucky field during the week. 
The recent test drilled by the West Vir- 

ginia Oil Co. on the Ramsey farm, near 

Sebree, Webster County, in the western 
| portion of Kentucky, is the most note- 
| worthy of late completions. 
|in purely wildcat territory, looks good for 
|} about 5 or possibly 10 bbls., according to 
| reports, and proves the best strike of the 
|year north of the Hartford district, in 
Ohio County, toward the Ohio River. New 
developments will follow the completion 
| and if further showings are made in wells 
| already under way that section of Ken- 
rT) tucky will see widespread development. 
The owners of the Ramsey well hold on 
with a tenacious grip to the oil prospects 
around Sebree. They must feel quite sure 
that the oil is there, if it can only be 
found in larger quantities, as the drilling 
is very deep and expensive. The drill is 
lost in the bottom of the hole and the 
drillers have been unable to get it out, 
but remain working steadily at it with 
hopes that it will soon be recovered. The 
machinery and pipe have already arrived 
for the second test. The same company 
has started its test on the S. E. Sheldon 
farm, near Marksville, also in Webster 
County. This company is also making 
preparations to start another test well at 
Link’s Grove, near Dixon, in the same 
county. 

Hill and others have drilled in their No. 
|6 well on the Ballard farm, in the Irvine 
| field, Estill County, and found a small 
quantity of oil at a depth of 254 feet. The 
Mountain Oil Co.’s second well on the Jeff 
| Edwards farm, in the Stillwater district, 
| Wolfe County, is reported showing light. 
| In the Parmleyville district, Wayne 
| County, the Lafayette Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 
10 Calvin Koger farm pumped one barrel, 
while in the Cooper district the Kendall 
| Refining Co.’s No. 60 Miller Bros. farm 
| pumped 5 bbls. 
|. The runs from the wells of the various 
| districts in Kentucky for the week were 


| 


} 








as follows: 
| District. Bbls. 
| OES * oii <8 es Shs Zag Swen acca 389.72 
CR opie sh Serna xs oops oe ek cae 1,234.49 
a SOP ee SLEPT Cr Or 1,750.03 
ee ho ET rd ee ee pee 958.70 
Pee ROO cs 2 so sca fees 0 essed on 97.52 
RNS pSixw.o asic’ bes vb.on Crh nw eeu & 322.72 
eee GUS wena ie aici areas cian wue 97.52 
ar ewes see a eows eet p seh nw 661,30 
EUG UERED: 2. Gude ke uwnd tne <4 Ada we 776.43 
NE 3. Sa eeue teen MG ow 60h odes oa 7,265.16 
Da BOORGR 8 iis sa v:a's oc intsinies ae 1,037.88 


A wildcat well has been drilled by the 
Cumberland Oil & Gas Co. on the lands of 
John Clancy, between Manchester and 
Tullahoma, in Coffey County, Tenn. The 
exact location of the well is about seven 
miles northeast of Tullahoma and was 





but are} 
taking it all as usual and will no doubt} 


This well is | 


| drilled to a depth of 1,456 feet with a 


slight showing of oil at 956 feet. The well 
is shut down at this time, but the owners 
may conclude to drill it deeper in the near 
future. The work was done by Contractor 


| J. J. Clark, of Oakland City, Ind. 





| ansville, 


Indiana Field. 

Leasers have for some time been work- 
ing along the western and southwestern 
section of Indiana, in hope of extending 
the field along the Wabash Valley across 
into Kentucky. The finding of a small 
well near Sebree, in Webster County, Ky., 
has encouraged leasing across the Ohio 
River in Southwestern Indiana, and con- 
siderable test work will be done regard- 
less of the declining prices of oil. About 
a year ago, Government engineers, while 
employed locating the site for the Ohio 
River dam that is to be located near the 
mouth of Cyprus Creek, in the vicinity of 
Van Nada, discovered what they pro- 
nounced would develop into an oil field, 
and leasemen are working on this theory. 
Van ‘Nada is about 13 miles east of Ev- 
on the Evansville & Rockport 
Traction Line. Evansville capitalists have 
organized a company for prospecting for 
oil and gas in that vicinity and have se- 
cured leases on about 2,500 acres. About 
two-thirds of the stock was taken by peo- 
ple of Evansville and the balance will be 
subscribed by farmers in the vicinity of 
where the tests will be made. Joel Bailey 
and C. C. Babcock, of Evansville, are 
pushing the company’s interest. Evans- 
ville capitalists are also at work on a 
wildcat well about 10 miles northwest of 
Howell, a suburb of Evansville, in Van- 
derburg County. The well is located on 
the William Grover farm and work has 
been started. 

Litchfield, Sullivan & Huckleberry have 
drilled their test near Birdseye, in Dubois 
County, to a proper depth to find oil, if 
any existed, and failing to find a showing, 
the test was abandoned. 

In the old Loogoottee field, in Martin 
County, where there was some excitement 
a dozen or so years ago, the Indiana Re- 
fining Co. drilled a test well to a depth of 
1,200 feet on the William J. Goottee farm 
and failed to find any indications of oil. 

Leasers are watching the outcome of 
the well drilling by the Chance Shot Oil 
Co. on the Conway farm, near Mt. Ver- 
non, in Posey County. The well is now 
down close to 800 feet. The wildcat well 
drilling by Underwood and others, or the 
Lawrence Oil Co., on the Arthur Steven- 
son farm, in Lake Township, Spencer 
County, near the town of Richland, looks 
very much as though it would drop into 
the duster list, as no showing has been 
found at 1,200 feet. 

The test well of McGranahan & Lewis 
on the Blocker farm, in Honey Creek 
Township, Vigo County, and about three 
miles west of Pimento, failed to make a 
showing at a depth of 930 feet and has 
been abandoned as worthless. 

In Knox County, in the vicinity of Vin- 
cennes, Tanguary and others are down 
close to 800 feet at their test on the Peter 
Fox farm, in Washington Township. In 
Vincennes Township, same county, and a 
few miles southwest of Vincennes, on the 
Jane Reynolds farm mapped as the F, W. 
Bloom farm, Lot 38, a well is close to 1,000 
feet. Vincennes people are watching 
closely the outcome of this well, as there 
are a great many oil people residing in 
the old Wabash town. In Harrison Town- 
ship, same county, Hoy & Younkers failed 
to find any indications of oil at a depth in 
which the well cn the Sutton farm found 


feet in hope of finding a deeper pay. This 
well is on the Cobb, Kuhn & Robinson 
farm, in the northeast quarter of Section 
2, and about six miles northwest of the 
Sutton farm well. The Sutton farm well 
in Section 29, Madison Township, Pike 
County, owned by the Emery Petroleum 
Co., and a couple of miles west of Peters- 
burg, has a dose of salt water. 
plug was put in the hole to shut off the 
salt water, after which it was given a 
shot which shattered the rock and loos- 
ened the plug and additional water made 
its appearance and it now looks as though 
the water would have to be pumped along 
with the oil to make a producer out of the 
well. This company is making prepara- 
tions to start another test on the Crow 
farm, in the northwest quarter of Section 
19, same township, and close to a mile 
and a half northwest of the Sutton well. 

Hoy & Younkers have secured a lease 
on a block of territory located about 25 
miles south of Vincennes. The block con- 
tains 5,L.0 acres, where some test work 
will soon be started. 

The W. C. Kennedy Co., operating in 
the Sullivan County field, has secured a 
large block of leases near Shelbyville, in 
Shelby County, Ind., and will do some 
test work there. It is reported that Frank 
J. First, of Sullivan, has a wildcat well 
drilling at this time near Shelbyville, 
which is his second venture in that 
county. 

IHinois Wells. 

In the Murphy pool, Dennison Town- 
ship, Lawrence County, Lloyd, Henley and 
others’ No. 6 M. J. Murphy farm, Section 
5, produced 100 bbls. from the Kirkwood 
sand at 1,638 feet. This well was found 
dry in the McCloskey sand at 1,853 feet, 
while No. 7 produced 150 bbls. from the 
McCloskey deep sand at 1,830 feet. Stoltz, 
Griggs and others’ test on the southwest 
corner of the Arthur Aikin farm, Section 
5, was dry at 1,858 feet. The Ohio Oil 
Co.’s No. 3 Buchannan farm, Section 10, 
pumped 110 bbls. from the Ridgley sand 
at 1,255 feet. No. 5 on the southeast cor- 
ner of the J. H. Buchannan farm, Sec- 
tion 1, pumped 15 bbls. from the Kirkwood 
sand at 1,675 feet, and No. 15 A. B. Jor- 
don farm, Section 5, pumped 10 bbls. from 
the McCloskey sand at 1,859 feet. : 

In Lawrence Township, Lawrence Coun- 
ty, the Silurian Oil Co. is reported to have 
struck a big vein of Blue Lick water in its 
well on the W. E. Neal farm, Section 33, 
at a depth of 1,875 feet. In Petty Town- 
ship, same county, Snowden Bros. and 
others’ No. 28 on the southwest corner of 
the M. X. Piper farm, Section 2, pumped 
90 bbls. from the Kirkwood sand at 1,545 
feet, and the Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 8 F. L. 
Kettleman farm, Section 26, pumped 10 
bbls. from the Tracy sand at 1,690 feet. 

In Montgomery Township, Crawford 
County, the Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 6 on the 
J. P. Weger No. 2 farm, Section 13, 
pumped 10 bbls. No. 7 F. M. Frost No. 2 
farm, Section 6, pumped but 2 bbls _ Its 
test on the W. E. Highsmith farm, Sec- 
tion 1, produced 900,000 cubic feet of gas, 
and its test on the J. Gaddis farm, Sec- 
tion 33, is also a fair-sized gas producer, 
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while No. 13 on the northeast corner of} WELL WORKER’S FATAL ANTICS. 


the S. G. and G. W. Parker farm, Section | 
28, pumped 5 bbls. J. C. Donnell, agents, | 
No. 8 on the J. P. Sager farm, Section 29, | 
‘pumped 7 bbls. Duffy, Tanguary and/ 
others’ No. 2 John O. Weger farm, Section 
24, pumped 40 bbls. E. E. Thom and} 
others’ No. 5 Jeff Conover farm, Section | 
13, pumped 5 bbls. Craig & Lowrie’s test | 
on the southwest corner of the 
Lackey farm, Section 13, pumped 5 bbls., | 
while their test on the N. L. Lindsay | 
farm, Section 19, was dry; No. 2, same) 
farm, is drilling. In Montgomery Town- | 
ship the Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 23, Josiah | 
Conrad farm, Section 22, pumped 10 bbls. | 

In Licking Township, Crawford County, 
G. R. MeGranahan and others’ test on the 
northwest corner of the W .R. Burner 
farm, Section 35, was dry. In Prairie 
Township the Santoy Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 
6 on the northwest corner of the S. J. 
Barlow farm, Section 1, pumped 8 bbls., 
and the Freehold Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 10 
Eli Burchaman farm, Section 34, pumped 
5 bbls. 

In Robinson Township, Crawford Coun- 
ty, C. O. and S. F. Hunt’s test on the 
northeast corner of the Nancy Titus’ lots, 
Section 33, pumped 20 bbls. The Ohio Oil 
Co.’s No. 4 J. W. Green farm, Section 27, 
was dry, as was J. C. Donnell, agent, No- 
2 on the northeast corner of the O. M. 
Burner farm, Section 7. 

In Oblong Township, Crawford County, 
the Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 14 on the southeast 
corner of the A. and C. Dart farm, Section 
18, pumped 5 bbls at a depth of 1,436 feet, 
and No. 22 D. T. Harbison farm, Section 
3, pumped 10 bbls. 

In Martinsville Township, Clark County, 
the Dewel Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 7 C. L. 
McFarlan farm, Section 19, pumped 27} 
bbls. at 505 feet. In Casey Township, | 
Barnsdall, Hays and others’ No. 12 James | 
Rush farm, Section 23, pumped 7 bbls. at) 
. 514 feet. | 


| 





TAKING HALF THE OIL. 





At Rantoul, Franklin County (Kan.) 
pipe-line gaugers have received orders 
from their superiors to take but half of 
the oil production there. This order is 
expected to stop all drilling in that vicin- 
ity. Operators will pump their wells, ow- 
ing to water troubles, but it is not prob- 
able that any storage tanks will be con- 
structed. 








J.| sole and Milton Lockwood. 





John Roundtree, an oil*well worker in 


| 


the Texas fields, killed himself recently | 
while handling a revolver. His friends say | 


the fatality was accidental. Roundtree 
was riding a horse on the Humble-Hous- 
ton highway, in Texas, one day last week. 
when he met Deputy Sheriff C. E. Ever- 


were in an automobile. 
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vividness that is spectacular in the ex- | 


treme. The reflection in the sky can be 
seen 20 miles away. 


No such gas fire has been seen in any | 


the memorable 
The 


Western oil field since 
Caney gas-well fire some years ago. 


| Caney well produced 35,000,000 cubic feet 


of gas and it was a most difficult blaze 


|to get under control, several days being 


These men | 
Roundtree is said | 


to have stopped them by pointing a shot- | 
gun at them. His weapon was not loaded, | 


but they did not know this, 
Roundtree demanded the deputy sheriff's 
revolver, the official handed it over, the 


and when) 


oil man having ‘“‘the drop on him.’”’ Round- | 
tree felt highly elated at his success in| 


holding up Eversole and Lockwood and as 


|he rode into Humble, attracted attention 


into the air. He then started to place the 
weapon under his opened shirt, when an- 
other shot was fired. 


It is said, by witnesses, that when 


required to accomplish the work. 

Some estimates of the output of the well 
at present on fire, in the Cushing field, 
place it in the Caney well’s class, as to 
volume, and, although strenuous endeav- 
ors have been made to extinguish the fire 
by the Prairie’s men, it is, at the present 
writing, still burning. 

The Quaker Oil Co., 
farm, had an oil well 


on the Richards 
fired during the 


|}Same storm, by lightning. 
to himself by firing the deputy’s revolver | 9 . 


Roundtree was in the act of concealing | 
the gun, his horse made a sudden move- | 


ment forward, having stumbled. The un- 
intended shot pierced Roundtree’s heart 
and his death was almost instantaneous. 
His object in holding up Eversole and 
Lockwood is unknown. 
old and leaves a widow and four children. 


BIG BURNING GAS WELL. 





On Sunday last a drought of many 
week’s duration was broken in the Okla- 


A number of ‘flow’? and shipping tanks 
filled with oil and belonging to the Hill 
Oil Co. and to B. B. Jones, in the same 


| vicinity, were likewise burned, lightning 
having struck them. 
In other parts of the Oklahoma field 


He was 36 years | 


there were lightning fires, but those at 
Cushing are, by far, the most costly and 
serious. 

Harry Marshall was fatally burned and 
Otto Lang, a helper, and his son, Glenn 
Lang, were burned seriously when a gas 


| flow communicated with the forge at the 
Prairie Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 2 on the Cogee 


| tion was last reported. 


homa oil fields by a heavy downpour of | 


rain. 


serious oil fires—the most costly of the 
number being a burning gas well in the 
Cushing field, south of Drumright. This 
well is the Prairie Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 1 
on the Cogee farm, Section 16-17-7. 
When the well was struck by lightning, 
Sunday night, it was not capped and the 


more than 25,000,000 cubic feet was trans- 
formed into a seething flame that shot up 
into the air to a great height, emitting 
crackling, roaring sounds which could be 
heard for a long distance. The rig was 
soon reduced to ashes, and since it was 
fired the gas has formed a mighty pillar 
of flame which, at night, illuminates the 
surrounding landscape and the sky with a 


Lightning accompanied the rain- | 
storm and, as a result, there were several | 


| full force of a volume of gas estimated at | 


farm, near Drumright, last Friday. Mar- 
shall, who is a driller, 35 years old, was 
not expected to recover, when his condi- 
The rig was de- 
resulting from the gas 


stroyed by fire 


explosion. 


AGREED TO THE BILL. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., August 22.— 
The bill to give temporary relief to oil 
operators on public lands in California, 


and other states, known as Senate 5673 
has been agreed to by the two houses of 
Congress with the House amendment 
setting aside any proceeds derived from 
any oil within the naval oil reesrves, in 
in a special fund, subject to the appro- 
priation of Congress hereafter. This was 
the only amendment made to the Sen- 
ate bill and the conference report being 
agreed to, the measure will at once go 
to the president for his signature. 
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PIPE LINE VALUATIONS. 





WASHINGTON, D. C., August 18.— 
When the oil pipelines were declared to 
be common carriers by the supreme court 
of the United States, it became man- 
datory upon the _ Interstate Commerce 
Commission to ascertain their values just 


as it is now doing in the case of the 
common carrier __intertsate railroads 
Judge Prouty, who is in charge of the 


valuation of the railroads when seen by 
your correspondent today, stated that 
while the valuation of the common car- 
rier pipelines would be taken up, he aid 
not expect they would be able to begin 
work on them before a year from today. 
At the present time in addition to the 
valuation of railroads, the commission is 
engaged in similar work on the telegraph 
lines, and after that is over, it will un- 
dertake the valuation of telephone Jines. 
In the case of some of the _ pipelins 
companies, their pipes are laid on the 
right of way of railroads and in such in- 
stances the commission may undertake 
to ascertain their value while it is piss- 
Ing upon the values of railroad property 
but otherwise the pipeline matter will 
not be taken up for at leat a year. 





THE RULE OF REASON. 





In a Rogers County, Okla., case involving 
leasehold rights to a valuable oil property 
owned by a minor allottee, the Supreme 
Court has recently rendered an _ opin- 
ion as to the diligence incumbent on 
the parties to a lease. The opinion is by 
Judge Galbraith. It sets forth as a legal 
conclusion that in the absence of specific 
stipulation to that effect, neither party 
to an oil, gas or mining lease is made 
the arbiter to the extent to which the 
diligence with which the exploration and 
development shall proceed. It is further 
decreed that both are bound by the 
standard of what is reasonable and what- 
ever in the circumstances would be rea- 
sonably expected of operators of ordinary 
prudence. 





OHIO PASSES DIVIDEND. 





The Ohio Oil Co. has for the first time 
since the latter part of 1912 omitted its 
extra quarterly dividend. The company 
has declared the regular quarterly pay- 
ment of $1.25. 
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MONTHLY OIL PAYMENTS. 
| 

The High Grade Refining Co., of Butler | 
County, Pa., has adopted a monthly pay- | 
ment ‘policy, the payment for oil to be) 
based on the market price on the day the | 
oil is run into the High Grade lines. If | 
the price is $1.75 a barrel on the day of | 
the run, the price paid for the oil on the) 
10th will be at the $1.75 a barrel rate; or | 
if the market is $1.30 a barrel on the day | 
of the run that is the price which will be 
paid without regard to whether the mar-| 
ket is higher or lower on the 10th when 
checks to producers are mailed by the 
company. 





DEATH OF JAMES JOHNSTON. 

James Johnston died at Oil City, Pa., on 
August 22. He was in his 7lst year and 
was a native of Scotland. For 30 years he | 
had been employed in a clerical capacity 
in the offices of the National Transit Co. 
at Oil City. His widow and one son, 
Thomas B. Johnston, of West Virginia, 
survive. 





THREE COUPLES ARE DEAD. 





The Nowata (Okla.) Times-Star says: 

Within less than three weeks’ time 
three murders have been committed by 
husbands, who then turned the gun on 
themselves, in this neighborhood. The 
first was that of Clem Manahan, at Dela- 
ware, who shot his wife and then killed 
himself, three weeks ago. Next was the 
waiter Johnson, who duplicated the above 
act at Coffeyville a week later. Friday 
evening of last week at Bartlesville, E. K. 
Foyil, 34 years old, walked into a boarding 
house where his wife was working, and, 


pulling a gun, fired two shots into her) 
body. He then placed the gun against his 
heart and pulled the trigger, dying ten 


minutes later. His wife died in the hos- 
pital two hours after being shot. Jeal- 
ousy was the cause of all three tragedies. 


VICTIMS OF BURNING GAS. 





Th danger of uncovered gas lines on 
highways over which heavy conveyances 
are driven, is again brought out by a de- 
plorable occurrence in the Okmulgee 
(Okla.) district. Near the Badger Oil 
Co.’s lease on the Thornburgh farm, last 
Friday, Barney 2ayton was fatally 
burned. Hiram Martin was burned seri- 
ously. 

Both men were on a traction threshing 
machine. The wheels passed over an un- 
covered gas line on the road; the escap- 
ing fumes, under strong pressure, soon 
filled the air about the traction engine. 
Fire under the boiler of the machine ig- 
nited the gas. In the explosion that fol- 
lowed, Mr. Payton sustained horrible 
burns. He was hurled from the machine | 
some distance into a corn field. Being | 
dazed, he arose from the place where he 
alighted and went back toward the engine 
and into the flaming gas. His whole body 
was burned over in a most distressing 
manner. Later, he was taken to the) 
Okmulgee Hospital, where death occurred. 


Payton was a popular citizen who had | 
many friends. He leaves a wife and one) 
child. | 


| py 


TANKER AS WAR PRIZE. 





The taking of the German tank steam- 
ship Leda, a prize probably worth a 
quarter of a million dollars, by a prize 
crew from the British steamship Suffolk 
and the arrest of upward of 100 German 
reservists in Bermuda as prisoners of 
war, were confirmed by Capt. B. L. Dan- 
iels of the Royal Mail steam packet Car- 
ibbean, which arrived in New York from 
Bermuda last week. 

“On the second day out on our south- 
ward voyage last week,” said Capt. Dan- 
iels, “we were chased by an unknown 


| cruiser, until the officers of the warship 


apparently were satisfied about our 
identity. With that exception our experi- 
ence has been practically uneventful. 
On our way north we saw nothing of any 
warship, and had no wireless signals ex- 
cept the report of Admiral Sir Christopher 
Craddock of the Birtish Cruiser Suffolk 
to the effect that all was safe for ship- 
ping in the West Atlantic. This was a 
relief, for the weather was hazy all the 
way north. 

‘Martial law is in full force in Bermuda 
now. None of the crews of steamers is 
allowed ashore. The streets are patrolled 
soldiers from the British garrison, 
and the volunteers have been called out. 
With the exception of the activities at 
the fortifications and the seizure of all 
German reservists, there is no great ex- 
citement, however. 

“The authorities have taken upward 
of 100 of these reservists, and made them 
prisoners on Princess Island, in the harbor 

“The Leda, a big German tank steam- 
er chartered to the Standard Oil com- 
pany, was brought into port about day- 
light Saturday morning, in charge of a 
prize crew from the Suffolk. The Leda 
was empty. She had a crew of probably 
30 men, who are held prisoners aboard. 
An Admiralty prize court will be con- 
vened as a formality, and the Leda will 
be technically made a prize of war.” 


CONSUMERS OF GASOLINE. 





One-fourth of all the motor cars in the 
world are owned in the United States. 
There are now 1,400,000 registered cars in 
this country. 

Great Britain is second with 259,000 and 
France third with 93,000. Persia has 13 
and Liberia, one. Many large cities in 
foreign countries have no motor cars. 

For instance, Canton, China, with pop- 
ulation in excess of 2,000,000, is now 
awaiting arrival of a vehicle which does 
not have to be pulled by a donkey. 

E. Marle Hooper, Standard Oil repre- 
sentative in Canton, on leaving for the 
United States several months ago, prom 
ised his almond-eyed friends that he 
vould return with a‘vehicle that would 
run itself. > 

Hooper was at the F. B. Stearns Co. 
plant, Cleveland, O., last week arranging 
for a Stearns-Knight car to follow him to 
the poppy land, as soon as some roads are 
built. There is only one street in Canton 
wide enough for a motor car. 

“There are no country roads which 
amount to anything,”’ says Hooper. ‘‘The 
Chinese are just awakening to the value 
of good roads and have several tentative 
plans for highway improvements.” 
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By C. H. GILMAN. 
JULY’S PRODUCTION FIGURES. Bo ere 891 1,386,732 
Lompoc-Santa Maria ........ 245 475,507 
+ anc » ~, Ventura County-Newhall .... 414 83,591 
LOS ANGELES, Cal., Aug. 24.—The| 1 os angeles-Salt Lake....... 699 180,136 
monthly report of the Producers Agency | whittier-Fullerton .......... 528 1,184,671 
for July, as compared with June, indi-|Summerland ................ 125 4,950 
cates a decrease in production of 462,168 —— 
bbis., with one day to the good. The| Total .........s00.secee0s 5,988 8,969,695 


total production for 31 days amounted to 
8,969,695 bbis., as against 9,431,863 bbls. 
for June with 30 days. From these fig- 
ures it will be seen that the daily aver-| 
age was 289,345 bbis., against 314,395 | 
bbls. for the month previous. In other 
words, the Agency figures show a de- 
crease in daily output of 25,050 bbls. The} 
field showing the largest percentage of | 
decrease was the Midway-Sunset, which | 
fell behind 437,272 bbls., its decrease per | 
day being 14,105 bbls., the general suppo- 
sition being that the Lakeview gusher, 
with its loss by fire and natural decrease, 
contributed most largely to this condition. 

The statement below gives the official 
tabulation, with the number of wells pro- 
ducing, and production from each field: 
1914. 





Production for July, 

Name of Field. Wells. Product’n. 
Merm BRAVO oss vescecvccsses 1,240 626,046 
Midway-Sunget ..........06. 1,351 4,260,005 
DECTHIGRICE, |.w nn bc cd cecvcesioes 24 366,087 
Lost Hills-Belridge ......... 246 401,970 


9 

Shipments amounted to 8,263,171 bbls., 
against 8,816,610 bbls. for June, a decrease 
during the month of 553,438 bbls. 

Field work shows: Rigs completed, 16; 
wells drilling, 222; wells completed, 38; 
wells abandoned, 4. There were 5,988 wells 
producing, or 369 more than for the previ- 
ous month. 

Stocks on hand show an increase of 
704,259 bbls., and the daily average sur- 
plus is 22,791 bbls. This increase brings 
the total amount of stocks on hand Au- 
gust 31, 1914, to 52,954,852 bbls. 

The report states that 16,000 bbls. per 
day are still shut in. Of this amount, the 
California Oilfields, Ltd., (R. D. S.), at 
Coalinga, has 7,000 bbls., and the Associ- 
ated Oil Co., at Kern River, which has no 
means of transportation, has the re- 
mainder. 

ry. 

The question of the volatility of casing- 
head gasoline rendering it unsafe to han- 
dle seems to cut no figure with the State 


A 
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Railroad Commission, who has given the 
Turner Oil Co., of Coalinga, permission to 
ship its product in tank cars at its high- 
est specific gravity. Casing-head gasoline 
manufacturers state that it is sheer folly 
to put up the argument that any more 
danger is found in handling their product 
than any other gasoline. Nearly all of the 
gasoline made in Santa Maria has been 
shipped in tank cars and in drums over 
the railroad to Los Angeles and other 
points ever since its inception, nearly 
three years ago, and attention is called to 
the fact that in no instance has any evil 
results followed. No more caution, it is 
averred, is necessary in its handling than 
is required of gasoline of a lower gravity, 
but the utmost precaution must be ob- 
served in the handling of any grade. Just 
this and nothing more. 

On the Rancho La Brea property in the 
Salt Lake field a small plant has been 
erected with one engine and a few side- 
line auxiliaries with a cooling tower and 
100 gallons of gasoline per day is being 
manufactured. Better results are looked 
for as improvements are added to the 
methods of condensation. 

The Rice Ranch Oil Co., at Santa Maria, 
has its second unit Bessemer compressors 
set, and the production, which has aver- 
aged about 1,000 gallons a day, will prob- 
ably be doubled. The expanding plant 
will not be in working order for several 
weeks, as the machinery has to be shipped 
from the East. This, it is claimed, will 
materially increase the output. 

The Gilmore plant in the Salt Lake field 
is making an average of 275 gallons a day. 
It is said that the oil being about 18 grav- 
ity, carries only a low-grade gas and the 
percentage of gasoline is not large like 
that found in high-grade oil. 

Opens New Territory. 

The new ‘well of the Standard Oil Co., 
No. 3 on the Stearns-Coyote lease, near 
Fullerton, has been put on the pump and 
is flowing and pumping, showing for bet- 
ter than 200 bbls. a day. The oil is 22.6 
gravity. The location of this well virtu- 
ally opens a large amount of new terri- 
tory. It lies some five miles south and 
east of the Murphy-Emery property, and 
is southwest four miles from the Amalga- 
mated La Habra developments. 

A reader desires to know whether any 
well has ever been drilled in any field 
deeper than the Rosemary well of the 
Union Oil Co. in the Salt Lake field, near 
Los Angeles. The actual depth of this 
well was 5,636 feet, and many have been 
led to believe that it is the deepest well 
drilled in the United States It is claimed 
that a well exceeding this in depth was 
drilled some years ago, two and one-half 
miles west of West Elizabeth, Pa. <Ac- 
cording to a communication published in 
the Derrick, it would seem that a well is 
now drilling by a Pittsburgh gas.company 
which is 6,265 feet and still making hole. 
If this is true, California’s claim to deep 
wells must fade away. j 

All reports coming from the field re- 
garding the construction work on the 
Royal Dutch-Shell’s proposed pipe line 
and refinery give indication that nothing 
is being done in the way of advancing 
work, and the conclusion is drawn that 
“war troubles in the old country” are re- 
sponsible for the apparent lack of activity. 
The plans of this organization are not 
given publicity and conclusions are made 
only as their work advances. The estab- 
lishment of camps along the proposed 
route from Coalinga to Martinez has, nat- 
urally, given rise to the belief that activ- 
ities in the way of pipe-line laying would 
now be in order; but whether financial 
difficulties have resulted on account of the 
war, or from other causes, one oil man 
remarks: ‘The leisurely method of pro- 
cedure adopted since they have attempted 
to break into the game in this State would 
make but little difference if a war or two 
takes place in the interval.” 

Agency Curtails Shipments. 

At a meeting of the executive commit- 
tee of the Producers Agency held at San 
Francisco last week the following resolu- 
tions were unanimously adopted: 

“Resolved, That owing to present war 
conditions having seriously curtailed our 
foreign shipments and because of inabili- 
ty. to secure additional storage, it is for 
the best interests of this Agency, and of 
its members, that it, the Agency, refuse 
from and after this date to take more oil 
from its members than the just and equal 
pro rata from each member, based upon 
actual sales made by the Agency; and, 

“Be It Further Resolved, That if in the 
judgment of any member of the Agency 
it shall become necessary for such mem- 
ber to close down its production, then 
such member so closing down shall be 
given the right to draw for its pro rata 
upon its storage oil.” 

As explained in the resolutions, this ac- 
tion is the result of the curtailing of ship- 








ments, and among Agency members it is 
generally believed that the action taken 
can only result in a general suspension of 
drilling operations, although, as a rule, 
very little drilling has been carried on by 
any of its members in the past two or 
three years. 

In commenting on its action, the Oil 
World, the official organ of the Agency, 
says: ‘‘There will be a sharp stoppage of 
drilling operations and an easing off of 
the production of wells wherever either of 
these actions can, be taken: The Union Oil 
Co., in particular, is said to have deter- 
mined to adopt that course, and others 
of lesser size will conduct themselves ac- 
cordingly. The amount of oil now esti- 
mated to be capable of being disposed of 
is but little more than one-half the total 
output the members’ leases could produce 
if speeded up. 

“How long this enforced retrenchment 
will have to be endured is impossible to 
foretell, in the nature of things, but it 
will last for a considerable time after 
peace has been established, it is thought, 








for the reason that it will require many | 
months for the industries of the world to | 
get back to normal after the cause of the 
interruption has ceased, 

“There is one hope for California in the 
more or less remote prospect that the oil 
fields of Europe having been unavailable, | 
the nations will find a way to obtain the, 
necessary supplies from here by the con- | 
voying of their ships across the oceans. 
Probably, too, the anticipated improve- | 
ments in the laws relating to American 
registry of ships will allow transportation 
to be carried on under our neutral flag. | 
But the present condition is so chaotic | 
and the future so obscure that there is no 
basis for the laying of plans. There is | 
but one thing to do, to stand by and await | 
the developing of a more favorable situa- | 
tion.” } 

Sues a Lawyer. 

J. M. Holloway, well known in oil cir- | 
cles, who resides in Los Angeles, has filed | 
suit against Frank D. McClure, a Los An- | 
geles lawyer who has figured largely in oil 
interests, alleging that on April 2, 1912, he | 
and McClure entered into an agreement | 
whereby McClure was to negotiate a sale 
of land belonging to Holloway, located in 
the Kern River oil field. In case the sale 
was made McClure was to receive a com- | 
mission of $15,000. The particulars of the | 
case are as follows: One day on leaving | 
Bakersfield, it seems that McClure met} 
Holloway and handed him a paper to sign, 
alleging that it was only a credential 
showing that the promised commission 
would be paid, and being in a hurry to 
catch the train for Los Angeles, insisted 
on having the paper signed. Mr. Hollo- 
way signed the paper without reading it. 
Time passed on and no sale was made. 
Then the paper was asked for, which was 
returned, when it was discovered that he 
had signed the land over to McClure, the 
document specifying that Holloway was 
merely holding the land in trust for him. 
McClure had signed the -paper, acknowl- 
edging his signature, and filed it with the 
recorder of Kern County. Holloway asks 
that this document be declared void by 
the court and his title to the land quieted. 

Notes and Personals. 

In the way of new work, matters are 
unusually dull in all fields. The anticipated 
drilling of more wells by the Lakeview 
No. Two Oil Co. has been indefinitely 
postponed, as the company states it has 
all the production it can handle in the big 
gusher. 

Reports published in Eastern papers of 
a shortage in labor in any of the oil fields 
of this State should not be taken seri- 
ously. It is only necessary to visit any of 
the oil towns to find a superabundance of 
help of all kinds and descriptions. 

The Victor .Oil Co., Section 35-32-23, 
Midway, has reached the lower sand in 
its redrilled welk It will make a mod- 
erate producer. 

A young man named Argyle, son of 
A. G. Argyle, a banker of Sawtell, fell 
from the tubing board in a derrick in the 
Salt Lake field on the 19th inst. Both 
legs and arms were broken. He was 
taken to a hospital, but slight hopes are 
entertained. for his recovery, as it is 
thought internal injuries were sustained. 

The Fairbanks-Morse hardware and oil- 
well supply concern, it is said, will close 
its numerous branch offices in the oil 
fields on September 1 and confine its busi- 
ness, as formerly, to hardware. The com- 
pany had branches in Taft, Bakersfield, 
Santa Maria and other prominent locali- 
ties. Lack of business and fierce compe- 
tition is responsible for this move. The 
company will continue to do business in 
Los Angeles and possibly at Santa Maria, 
confining the trade more extensively to 
farm implements. 

R. J. Gaffney, of Bradford, Pa., who has 
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“EXTRA HEAVY STANDARD” 





No. 14 GAUGE STEEL THROUGHOUT 





THE TWO “DEFIANCE” DRUMS ILLUSTRATED 
ARE THE ONLY STEEL DRUMS 
WHICH HAVE SUCCESSFULLY HELD 
CASING-HEAD OR NATURAL GAS GASOLINE 


Other steel drums and those of lighter steel made 
for refined gasoline and other oils are not proper 
for high gravity gasoline. 





“HEAVY SPECIAL” 





No. 16 GAUGE SHELL—No. 14 GAUGE HEADS 
T-RAIL ROLLING HOOPS 





The 
AMERICAN 
STEEL PACKAGE CO. 


DEFIANCE, OHIO, 
U. S. A. 














been in the city for several weeks, left for 
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him home on the 18th inst. Mr. Gaffney is 
a director in the recently organized Quin- 
tuple Oil Co. and stayed with the job till 
the derrick was built and ready for the 
drillers. He states that he expects to re- 
turn to Los Angeles after the first gusher 
comes in. 


his visit. John W .Hurley, who is also 


associated with the Quintuple, left for his | 


home on the 20th. He is also from Brad- 
ford. 
Recent Incorporations. 

Following is a list of new oil companies 
incorporated during the past month whose 
papers have been filed with the Secretary 
of State: 

Quintuple, Los Angeles; capital, $100,- 
000; directors, A. E. Hurley, C. H. DuBois, 
J. W. Smith, Bert H. Leonard, R. J. 
Gaffney. 

Producers Oil & Gas, San Francisco; 
capital, $100,000; directors, E. H. Torre- 


gano, Frank A. Liryea, E. E. Robinson, | 


H. Abrahms, L. J. Valentine. 
Tiber Pacific, San Luis Obispo; capital, 
$325,000; directors, A. L. Ellis, J. Grant 


Donovan, R. Bourland, I. M. C. Braden, 
Cc. H. Braden. 

Continental Oil & Mineral, San Fran- | 
cisco; capital, $100,000; directors, M. 
Spiegelman, Sig. Simon, G. W. Forsyth, 
Harry J. Wolff, Frank E. Shafter. 

Buena Vista, Los Angeles; capital, 


$1,500,000; directors, J. E. Koeberle, Wil- 
liam V. Krowl, G. G. Lawrence, C. H. 


Sherman, G. E. Averill, Paul Koch, R. D. | 


Morris 


BETTER DAYS FOR MEXICO. 





LOS ANGELES, Cal., Aug. 25.—Harry 


B. Guthrey, who spends a large portion of | 


his time between Los Angeles and Tam- 


pico, and the rest about equally in the} 
two places, is for the time being in the | 


city. Harry has a happy faculty of get- 
ting past the guards, and even while} 
many oil men were getting away from 


Mexico he was laying plans for getting | 


back in, as he apparently was successful. 


Mr. Guthrey states that recently he met | 


Mike Spellacy in Tampico, who proposed 
that they make a visit to General Car- 
ranza in the interest of the Oil Producers’ 
Association, and, after a conference with 
Consul Miller, they proceeded to interview 
the new commander-in-chief, who showed 
them every courtesy, promising that any 
protests against existing evils practiced, 
that might be detrimental to the oil in- 
terests, would receive his most earnest 
attention. Guthrey and Spellacy forth- 


with began gathering their forces and ar- | 


ranging for an organization, with the re- 
sult that in a short time a meeting with 
the general was perfected and a repre- 


sentation of 16 ‘‘independents”’ were pres- | 


ent. General Carranza met this delega- 
tion and put up a “splendid talk’’ to them, 
finally advising that 
which were along the lines of the bar tax- 
ation project, etc., be submitted in the 
form of resolutions. After another effort 
to get a crowd together, a conference was 
held when more than 100 ‘“independent’’ 
oil producers were found ready td line up 
and affix their signatures to any docu- 
ment protesting against former methods 
which have handicapped oil men from 
proceeding with development work. 

Mr. Guthrey states that General Car- 


He made many friends during | 


their grievances, | 


| 

|members was adopted as a policy of the 
|Independent Producers Agency at the 
meeting of its executive committee held 
in San Francisco this week. The decision 
came after a thorough discussion of the 
conditions surrounding the oil business 
in general and it was the unanimous sen- 
|timent of the committeemen that there 
|is but one course to take—that of re- 
trenchment. ; 


While the whole oil industry has been 
thrown into confusion by the disturb- 
ances in Europe, it was agreed that the 
Canadian business of the Agency will suf- 
fer greatly from the war and that ship- 
ments to Chile will be negligible until 
peace is declared. These two elements 
of sales are large and the business in 
South America has been most highly prof- 
itable.. In Chile, it is stated, the market 
for oil has disappeared, the several in- 
|dustries being served having shut down. 
They are English and German enterprises 
|and as both those nations are deeply in- 
volved in the struggle, their activities 
have been abandoned. They have no 
present use for oil. 














In the decision to accept only such 
amounts of oil from members as consti- 
tute their respective shares of sales, the 
Agency has taken a radical and determ- 
ined step. As in some instances it may 
appear advisable to shut down wholly in- 
| stead of partially, companies so doing 
are given the right to participate out of, 
| stored oil. 

Following is the resolution adopted by 
| the committee: 

“Resolved, That owing to present war 
| conditions having seriously curtailed our 
foreign shipments and because of inabil- 
| ity to secure additional storage, it is for 
| the best interests of this Agency and of 
its members that it, the Agency, refuse 
from and after this date to take more 
oil from its members than the just and 
equal pro rata from each member based 
upon actual sales made by the Agency; 
and be it further 

“Resolved, That if in the judgment 
of any member of the Agency it shall be- 
|come necessary for such member to close 
|down its production, then such member 
so closing down shall be given the right 
to draw for its pro rata upon its storage 
| oil.’’ 

It is stated that there will be a sharp 
stoppage of drilling operations and an 
easing off of the production of wells 
wherever either of these actions can be 
taken. The Union, in particular, is said 


McEwen Manufacturing Company 
TULSA, OKLA. 





McEWEN GAS ENGINE 


Manufacturers of GAS ENGINES, BAND WHEEL POWERS, GEARED 
POWER, JACKS, SUCKER RODS, PULL RODS, CASING HEADS, ETC. 


IN FACT EVERYTHING USED ON AN OIL OR GAS LEASE 


























to have determined to adopt that course, | 
and others of lesser size will conduct | 
| themselves accordingly. The amount of | 
oil now estimated to be capable of being | 
disposed of is but little more than one- | 
half the total output the members’ leases 
could produce if speeded up. 

How long this enforced retrenchment 
will have to be endured, is impossible to 
foretell, in the nature of things; but it 
will last for a considerable time after 
| peace has been established, it is thought, 
|for the reason that it will require many 
|months for the industries of the world 
| to get back to normal after the cause ot 
| the interruption has ceased. | 
| There is one hope for California in the 
|more or less remote prospect that the 
|oil fields of Europe having been made 
| unavailable, the nations will find a way 


Bartlesville, Okla. May 29th, 1914. 
MR. H. P: BOYD, 


Inter-Ocean Company, 
Bartlesville, Okla. 


Dear Sir: You ask what we think of the “‘Wall Cable’. 


We think it as near perfect as a cable can be. In seventeen years 





experience in drilling oil and gas wells, we have never used a cable - 
or known of one of the same diameter and length that stood up for 

as many feet of hole as the 2%-inch by 
1600-foot cable we bought from you last 





September. We will give you particulars 
if desired. 





Yours very truly, 


McGILL & CRITCHLOW. 
By A. L. McGill. 





— 


THE INTER-OCEAN COMPANY 


BARTLESVILLE, OKLA. 
TELEPHONE 900. 




















ranza is fair-minded and intelligent, and | to obtain the necessary supplies from here 
he is of the belief that matters under his| by the convoying of their shops across 
administration will soon be worked out in| the oceans. Probably, too, the antici- 
‘the interest of oil men, and with a revival; pated improvement in the laws relating to 
of shipping facilites a large amount of de-| American registry of ships will allcw 
velopment work will be started. C. H.G./ transportation to be carried on under our | 
‘neutral flag. But the present condition | 
is so chaotic and the future so obscure | 
| that there is no basis for the laying of | 








CALIFORNIA'S SHUT-DOWN. 





The following is from the California) plans. There is but one thing to do, to | 
Oil World: Curtailment of production! stand by and await the deveioping of a} 
and, incidentally of operations, by its| more favorable situation. | 








THE FIELDS OF MEXICO 


By GEORGE BLARDONE. 











STAGNANT FIELD CONDITIONS. North Sea, encouraging English vessels to 
continue, albeit a stray German cruiser or | 
two has been reported in gulf waters, or, | 
TAMPICO, Mexico, Aug. 17.—The stag-| rather, has been rumored as being there. | 
nation in Mexican oil fields continues, the The local political situation continues | 
“mark-time” policy being the one that practically unchanged insofar as the oil 
practically all operators continue to pur- | companies are concerned. The taxes ror 
sue. There were no completions the past| they now stand mean 8 cents (gold) -per | 
week and a number of temporary shut- | barrel for Tampico shipments. During 
downs were recorded. With the exception | the past week General Candido Aguilar, 
of one independent tanker, only two com- | military governor of the State of Vera 
panies continue to ship oil from this| Cruz, in which both Topila and Panuco 
port. Both of these companies clear for! are situated, together with the Southern 
gulf ports. Mexican Eagle Oil Co., Ltd.,| fields—practically the developed oil re- 
continues shipping from Tuxpam, how-| gions of Mexico—issued a decree which 
ever England’s declaration that the seas! probably reflects better than anything 
of the world were cleared of her enemies} else the Mexican authorities’ attitude to- 











KEYSTONE Improved Deep Well Rig 


Embodies these valuable features: 


Friction Hoist Casing Reel 
V—Friction Brakes (Patented) 
Indestructible Steel Sills 
Keystone Spudding Device 


(Patented) 

Babbitted Bearings throughout 
This machine is new— modern, com- 
plete; the product of an old established 
concern. It is backed by 35 years of 
experience in the manufacture of port- 
able drilling rigs and a world-wide 
reputation. Weare building two sizes: 
No. 27 for 2500 feet, and No. 32 for 
3000 feet. A third size, No. 35 for 
3500 feet, will be ready soon. 
Machines can be seen in various parts of 
the Kansas, Oklahoma and P- nnsylvania 


fields. Let us wire you where to find one. 
Bulletin 302 and prices on request. 


KEYSTONE DEEP DRILL CO. 
euaven Palas. PA. 


Branch Office and Warehouse, CARTHAGE, MO. 
(At the door of Oklahoma) 
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troleum in this country. The decree, in 
large part, is as follows 

“That, considering, first, that the great- 
er part of the oil-bearing lands belonging 
to the territory within this State have 
been sold or leased in a manner disas- 
trous for the owners, conferring enormous 
benefits solely upon the lessees, the law- 
yers, the engineers, and the notaries who 
have intervened in such contracts, many 
of them of truly leonine proportions; 

“Considering, secondly, that such lands 
in almost their entirety are exploited by 
foreign companies who are not disposed to 
see their interests suffer when the Mexi- 
can Nation is passing through grievous 
stages without taking into consideration 
that, since it is our prodigal soil which 
enables speculators to improvise fabulous 
fortunes, it is just that when the country 
is passing through critical periods, for- 
eigners should suffer the same damages 
as do citizens; 

“Considering, \thirdly, that our present 
struggle has brought to light the menace 
which the predominance of foreign capi- 
tal within a determined zone constitutes 
for the nation, to the extent that its pos- 
sessors seek the support of armed foreign 
forces, it is said, to come to the defense 
of interests which in more than one in- 
stance, if they do indeed represent great 
sums in the hands of present proprietors, 
what the Mexican seller received for them 
is relatively insignificant amount; 

“Considering, fourthly, that above the 
freedom of commerce so malevolently in- 
terpreted by the conscienceless exploiters 
are the autonomy and tranquility of the 
country; and, 

“Considering, finally, that all national 
progress ought to rest on the inalienable 
condition of being beneficent for the na- 
tives and never dangerous to our integ- 
rity, I have deemed it fitting, until cir- 
cumstances permit the enacting of laws 
appropriate to the safeguarding of the 
country’s interests, to issue the following 
decree: 

“Article I. For every contract of lease, 
sale, transfer, mortgage or any other in- 
cumbrance whatever, involving lands in 
the Cantons of Ozuluama, Tuxpam, Tan- 
toyuca, Chicontepec, Misantla, and Mini- 
titlan, the contracting parties will please 
procure from this higher authority (Su- 
perior Gobierno) the respective authoriza- 
tion therefor. 

“Article II. Without the authorization 
referred to in the foregoing article, no 
one of the acts which involve the said 
lands shall be valid, neither shall the con- 
tracts relating thereto be recorded. ° 

“Article III. Those who, ignoring these 
present provisions, make any clandestine 
contracts shall be punished by the confis- 
eation of the lands attempted thus to be 
compromised.”’ 

The preamble to the Governor’s decree 
is perhaps the most interesting. It might 
not be amiss to remark, apropos of this 
preamble, that of the many companies 
involved in exploring for and producing 
oil in Mexico, companies which have 
spent many thousands of dollars in this 
country, those which have thus far paid 
dividends, can be counted on the fingers 
of one hand. 


The Panuco Field. 


Activities in this field are best described 
as being listless. International Petroleum 
Co, has commenced drilling operations at 
its No. 2 Kreutz, which is 300 feet deep. 
Gulf Coast Corporation is temporarily 
shut down at its rather interesting No. 1 
Guzman, it being necessary to repair a 
boiler there. The test is in the near- 
completed stage and is being watched 
with interest. Mexican National Oil Co.’s 
No, 2 Nopal is drilling in gray shale at 
1,805 feet. Chijoles Oil Co., Ltd., is drill- 
ing No. 6 Maza at 2,060 feet (corrected 
depth), and has a showing of gas and oil. 
Tampascos Oil Co. has commenced drill- 
ing at No. 1 Ono Robles, the drill being 
at the nominal depth of 250 feet. Com- 
pania Petrolifera Maritima, which had 
just commenced drilling on Panuco 
Island, has been shut down. Compania 
Petroleo del Golfo is drilling at 1,625 feet 
in a hard, blue shale at its No. 1 J. Cicero. 
Mexican Gulf Oil Co.’s No. 3 Zuniga is 
drilling at 1,695 feet in har dlime; No. 1 
Chijoles (on the Maza tract) is a location; 
No. 1 Los Esterillos is drilling out cement 
at 1,765 feet, and No. 1 Zorilla is waiting 
for cement to set, casing having been set 
and cemented at 1,807 feet. Talvez Oil 
Co. is shut down temporarily at its No. 2 
Maza, the test having been drilled to 2,126 
feet, at which depth it is in the lime. 
Victoria Oil Co. offers another case of 
“shut down temporarily’ at its No. 1 
Mahauves, the test waiting for orders 
after being drilled to 1,605 feet in lime 
shells. La Bonanza Petroleum Co.’s No. 
1 Perez is also shut down temporarily, 
the test having been drilled to 1,705 feet 
in the lime. It is waiting for orders to 





drill in, the well showing amount to 15 to 
20 bbls. of oil a day. New Bonanza com- 
pany is waiting for casing at its No. 1 
Caballero, which is in the limestone at 
1,490 feet. Panuco-Topila Petroleum Co. 
is fishing for a bit at its No. 1 Guzman. 
Herradura Oil Co. is shut down tempo- 
rarily at its No. 1 Herradura. The test 
it is in the ‘hard, gray lime at 1,876 feet. 
East Coast Oil Co. has resumed drilling 
operations at No. 409 Maza, the drill be- 
ing 1,803 feet; No. 410, same tract, is 
drilling at 1,269 feet. Panuco-Valley Oil- 
fields, Ltd., is waiting for cement to set 
around 10-inch landed at 1,411 feet at its 
No. 1 Ugarte. 
dores’ No. 1 Robles is drilling in shale at 
590 feet. 
El Vado Petroleum Co., which has a loca- 
tion, No. 1 Sobreville. 


Topila Operations. 





Cia. Petroleo Los Perfora- | 


A newcomer in the field is the | 


In the Topila field, operations continue | 
on a number of tests, albeit no comple- | 
tions can be recorded in this field for the | 


past week. East Coast Oil Co. is drilling 


its No. 101 Borde at 2,834 feet in hard | 
shale and lime; its No. 507 Wood is drill- | 


ing in lime shells at 2,174 feet. La Co- 
rona Petroleum Co. is drilling its No. 6 


Topila in blue shale at 1,860 feet; its No. | 
7 Topila is drilling in shale and shells at | 


2,125 feet. Mexican Gulf Oil Co. 
gray shale. American Fuel Oil Co. is 
trying at 1,830 feet to pull 8-inch. Penn- 
Mex Fuel Co.’s No. 1 Palacho is drilling 
in blue shale at 694 feet. 


is drill- | 
ing its No. 2 Rita Ramirez at 2,440 feet in| 


Compania Pe- | 


troleo de Nuevo Leon resumed drilling its | 


No. 2 Topila, drilled the test to 2,140 feet, 
and then shut down. Cia. Hispana Mex- 
icana’s No. 3 Topila is waiting for casing 
to set. Cia. Exploradora de Topila 

drillin gin hard, blue shale at 1,160 feet. 


is | 


About the only miscellaneous tests drill- | 


ing are Smith’s Oil Co.’s No. 1 Smith Oil 
on the Caracol lease, which is down ap- 
proximately 500 feet, carrying 12-inch. 
Cortez Oil Corporation has commenced 
drilling in hard, blue shale at 1,160 feet. 

a nominal depth. 


Mexican Notes. 


Mexican Fuel Co. (Pierce Oil) is build- | 


ing a treating plant at Topila to treat its 
production at that place, water being 
mixed with the oil. The plant is being 
constructed on the hill above its No. 4 
well. 
sure force the water and oil up the hill 
through two 8-inch lines to a covered 


flume, 80 feet long and 12 feet wide, hav- | 


The idea is to have the well-pres- | 


ing a sharp return for the same distance, | 


and continuing at right angles to a third | 
This third flume is partitioned ev- | 


flume. 
ery 10 feet. These partitions do not 
reach the bottom of the flume by two 
feet. It is expected that the fluid will 
lose its speed in the first two flumes and 


that the oil will be caught in the parti- | 


tions and drawn off to steel tankage, the 
water passing off under the partitions and 
out of the flume’s end. The experiment 
will be watched with interest, for the 
proper treatment of Topila oil that is af- 
fected by water has long been a matter 
of some concern. 

Talvez Oil Co. has commenced shipping 
oil, the steam tanker Energie, which the 
company is reported to have recently pur- 
chased from the Standard Oil Co., clear- 
ing here today with a cargo of the com- 
pany’s oil. The oil in question came from 
the company’s well in the Panuco field. 

Panuco-Excelsior Oil Co. (Spellacy in- 
terests) has re-opened its No. 1 Barba- 
rena, closed in during the April trouble, 
and is permitting the well to make 200 
bbls. a day. The company has a contract 
with the Tampico company for a certain 
number of barrels of production monthly. 
The fact that the well is amenable to 
throttling makes it a hightly desirable 
property and insures the company against 
a loss of production. Its sumps were 
practically cleared of oil before the well 
was opened up. 

River steamer Jennie Barbour, belong- 
ing to the Panuco Transportation Co.’s 
fleet, struck a snag the past week and 
sustaine dsome damage. The Barbour 
was the only stern-wheel steamer making 
regular trips when the accident occurred. 
The rest of the towing fleet is at the 
bank, except for sporadic trips. 

W. H. Lyne, of the R. E. Brooksq inter- 
ests in Mexico (Producers Oil), has re- 
turned from a business visit to Mexico 
City. 

Tuxpam July Shipments. 

There was shipped from Tuxpam during 
the month of July, 1,372,982 bbls., of which 
520,184 bbls. went to the United States 
and 852,798 bbls. went Mexican coastwise, 
i. e. to Vera Cruz and Coatzacoalcos, the 
last named shipments being destined for 
the Mexican Eagle’s refinery at Minitit- 
lan. The July movement out of Tuxpam 
was an increase over the June movement 
of 811,433 bbls. The shipments, in detail, 
follow: 











Jarecki Manufacturing 
Company 


MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS IN 


Oil and Gas Well Supplies 





We manufacture the famous “Jarecki Fittings,” 
known as the best wherever oil and gas is found. 


Our Iron Gate Valves stand up under pressure where 
others fail. 


We manufacture Jarecki Pipe Machines and Pipe 
Threading Tools, which are used all over the civilized 
world. 


We sell everything needed and used about an oil 
and gas lease. Send your specifications to us and let 
us quote you. 


We are distributing agents for National Tube Com- 
pany Pipe, Tubing and Casing. 


Macomber & Whyte Wire Rope. 


American Cables, made only by The American Man- 
ufacturing Company, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Gandy “Genuine” Cotton Belt. 
Titan “Guaranteed” Rubber Belt. 


Stores in all important points in the oil region. 


WE HANDLE THE BEST. 


Factories and Home Office, ERIE, PA. 


Branch Offices, 
PITTSBURGH, PA. ST. LOUIS, MO. 

















The Fulton Gas Relief 
Valve for Natural Gas 
Gasoline Plants 


Does the work: Blows the treated gas 
down where you want it, and then stops 


THE CHAPLIN-FULTON MFG. CO. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


MAKERS OF THE FAMOUS FULTON GAS REGULATORS 
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Date Rig Vessel Destination bbls. 

Ss. San Mernado, Coatzacoalcos. 34,895 
4 Ss. San Ricardo, Coatzacoalcos.59,141 
5 Ss. Standard, Algiers, La, ...... 28,926 
6 Ss. San Antnio, Coatzacoalcos.51,832 
9 Ss. San Bernado, Ceatzacoalcos 32,767 
9 Ss. San Hilario, New York .... 48,134 


Ss. 
Ss. 


San Ricardo, Coatzacoalcos 
San Tilso, Philadelphia.... 


60,269 
60,119 





Ss. San Antonio, Coatzacoalcos 51,112 

14 Ss. San Jeronimo, Coatzacoalcos 106,114 
15 Ss. San Melito, Coatzacoalcos.100,031 
15 Ss. San Bernado, Coatzacoalcos 34,729 
16 Ss. Chatham, Baton Rouge .... 38,254 
17 Ss. San Ricardo, Coatzacoalcos 60,528 
19 Ss. San Valerio, Baltimore.... 60,598 
20 Ss. San Antonio, Coatzacoalcos 50,326 
21 Ss. San Eduardo, Philadelphia 56,472 
22 Ss. San Fraterno, New York.. 98,398 
24 Ss. San Bernado, Coatzacoalcos 34,745 
25 Ss. San Antonio, Vera Cruz .. 50,912 
26 Ss. Standard, Baton Rouge .... 28,907 
28 Ss. San Jeronimo, Coatzacoalcos 93,291 
27 Ss. Escalona, Baltimore ...... 39,685 
29 Ss. San Ricardo, New York .... 21,559 
29 Ss. Sdn Bernado, Vera Cruz .. 32,098 
30 Ss. Chatham, Baton Rouge .... 39,132 
eo ae. ae es are 1,372,982 
Tete) Cor TEMS oo 0ccsccscwvevecwcs 561,539 
to. vere rer rere rrr Tre Tee 811,443 
Division of Movement. : 

To United States ports ..........<.. 520,184 
To Mexican coastwise ............. 852,798 
Total (to balance) .....ccscecoss 1,372,982 





BIG WELL IN DANGER. 





TAMPICO, Mexico, Aug. 16.—The fam- 
ous Pretero No. 4, owned by the Mexican 
Eagle Oil Co., Ltd., perhaps-the largest 
oil well in the world is in danger of de- 
struction from fire. One report received 
here today declared that the well vas} 
already on fire, but at the offices of the 
company it was stated that the flames 
are still confined to a seepage a few feet 
from the well and that the well itself and 
a cement house that encloses it, were still 
intact. At best, however, the well is in 
grave danger. 

It is officially announced that the seep- 
age near the well was set on fire by 
lightning. A four-inch line leads from 
the well to a nearby sump which is used 
to take care of the casing seepage. It is 
this oil that is burning. It is reported 
that the valves on the eight-inch lead 
line have burst from the extreem h»at. 

The Mexican Eagle Oil Co., Ltd., has 
other valuable wells in Mexico, several of 
which were completed since the first of 
the year and promptly shut in. In addi- 
tion to these wells, the company has im- 
mense holdings of valuable oil land. 
Potrero del Lano No. 4 was completed 
in December 1910 and for 60 days it 
flowed over 100,000 bbls., daily and wes 
then capped. Up to the beginning of the 
preesnt year, its total production was 
reckoned at 25,000,000 barrels. 

The cement building was erected over 
the well at the beginning of the revolu- 
tionary troubles in Mexico. The well has 
been allowed to flow about 35,000 bbls. a 
day for the past few months, but even 
with this production, seepages have ‘p- 
peared around the casing. It is estimated 








that 12,000 bbls. of oil seeps upward 
through the earth every day. 

| 

Since the above was received it is} 


learned that the big well did not catch; 
fire. Precautions had been taken before | 
the revolutionary outbreak in that part of | 
Mexico to shut in the well with cement | 
construction and thereby a conflagration | 
was averted. Much sump and seepage oil | 
in the vicinity was burned, however. 








CANADIAN FIELD 














WORK CONTINUES AT CALGARY. | 
| 





CHATHAM, Ontario, Aug. 22.—The par- | 
tial paralysis which affected the oil indus- | 
try in the Calgary field, upon the outbreak | 
of war is gradually becoming relieved, | 
and latest reports from various parts of | 
the field indicate that drilling is going 
ahead, despite the lack of ready money. 

Albert-Okotoks joint well (Consolidated 
No. 1) is down 1,810 feet, and has a slight 
flow of gas. Dingman No. 2 (7-20-2) has 
had a fishing job for a couple of weeks, 
due to the breaking of a steel cable. This 
well is down 1,566 feet. The Monarch Oil 
Co.’s well on 5-32-6 at 2,700 feet has a 
steady flow of wet gas. Prudential Oil 
Co. No. 1 spudded in this week, using 
a rotary drill, the machinery being oper- 
ated by gas piped from the Dingman No. 
1, 1,000 feet distant. Ottawa Petroleum 
Products Co.’s No, 1 (7-32-5) is reported 
ready to spud in 

Drillers at the Mowbray-Berkeley well 
(11-15-6) have had great trouble with 
caving. They are now drilling at a depth 
of slightly less than 4,000 feet, stated 
Mr. Mowbray-Berkeley, and we are more 





——| natural gas is well known. 


than half way through the Dakota sands 
formation. This is not an oil-bearing 
strata, and we must pass through it be- 
fore looking for oil.” 

At the United Oils (3-20-3) a big flow of 
wet gas has been struck. 

Operating companies are affected by an 
order of the naval authorities at Ottawa, 
under which wireless stations not operated 
by the government are ordered disman- 
tled during the present war. Wireless out- 
fits have been installed by a number of 
companies, including the Mowbray-Berke- 
ley people, who were also arranging for 
wireless communication with their hold- 
ings on the Athabasca river, in northern 
Alberta. 

Fort McMurray ‘Prospects. 


A report recently received from Fort 
McMurray, in the Athabasca district of 
Northern Alberta, says: 

“The mineral resources of the McMur- 
ray country are at present the chief cen- 
ter of interest. The general presence of 
Almost every 
little stream and pool I have noticed along 
the river was covered with an oily film. 
Whether it was pure imagination or a 
reality I do not know, but I fancied that 
the Athabasca River water was colored by 
and tasted of oil. The solid walls of oil- 
oozing tar sand in the river banks as one 
approaches McMurrry serve to heighten 
this impression. Obviously, drilling oper- 
ations must here be both costly and slow. 
Should a piece of machinery break or be 
found unsuitable, it takes practically a 
season to replace it. Despite all difficul- 
ties, however, the Athabasca Oils, Ltd., 
near Fort McKay, is drilling the fourth 
well, and has so thoroughly assured it- 
self of a large supply of oil that pumping 
machinery will be installed next summer. 
The first well drilled in 1911-12 yielded oil 
analyzing 15 per cent kerosene, 10 per 
cent gasoline, 70 per cent asphaltum and 
5 per cent waste. Well No. 2, drilled back 
from the river in 1912, yields oil that runs 
7.1 per cent gasoline, 60.1 per cent kero- 
sene, 5 per cent of lubricants, 22.8 per 
cent of asphaltum and 5 per cent waste. 
The oil from No. 3, which was drilled 
this summer over four times as far back 
from the river, was struck at 45 feet and 
promises to excel that from No. 2. From 
this well they get a gas flow estimated 
at 200,000 cubic feet per day. This ‘‘broke 
in’’ intermittently, hindering drilling oper- 
ations and forcing the oil to the top of 
the derrick. The progress of this com- 
pany and the coming of the railway will 
greatly facilitate the oil-drilling activity. 

“The experts who have been over the 
field are sanguine of the existence of oil in 
large quantities. An extract from one of 
these, Dr. Robert Bell, is typical: ‘The 
enormous quantity of asphalt or thickened 
petroleum in such a depth and extent of 





sand indicates an abundant origin. It is 
hardly likely that the source from which 
it came is exhausted.’ Construction en- 
gineers are going over the ground for the 
railway. The drilling for oil which has 
been carried on, both at Fort McMurray 
and at Fort McKay, 40 miles down the 
river, promises large developments. The 
recent discovery of oil in quantity at the 
latter point will go far to complete the 
change from trading post torpor to Twen- 
tieth Century activity.’’ 


The Flathead Valley. 

The Flathead Valley field in British Co- 
lumbia is attracting some attention from 
Pacific coast capitalists, and it is an- 
nounced that a syndicate headed by 
Colonel Mann of Spokane is commencing 
a deep well on a location adjoining the 
properties of the B. C. Oil & Coal Devel- 
opment Co. This is the first deep test 
in the Flathead district. For 10 or 15 
years past intermittent attempts have 
been made by various companies to de- 
velop this field; but they have been seri- 
ously handicapped by the absence of 
transportation facilities on the Canadian 
side, there being practically no road into 
the country. The B. C. Oil & Coal De- 
velopment Co. spent upwards of $50,000 in 
deevlopment work, putting down a num- 
ber of shallow wells, one of which, com- 
pleted recently, was reported good for 
about 50 bbls. daily. W. E. P. 


BRUCE HARRIS, AN OLD TIMER. 





Away back in the 70s, Bruce Harris 
worked on a pipe line in Butler County, 
Pa, the first important pipe line ever laid 
in that section of the Pennsylvania oil 
country. It was a three inch line and, 
in those days, that size was a record- 
breaker for capacity. 


Later, Mr. Harris followed the oil 
business as a driller in many fields, in- 
cluding those of Egypt and Russia. He 
drilled wells in Baku, near the Caspian 
sea four years and in Egypt, two years. 

Recently an old-time friend living in 
Oil City, Pa., who had worked on that 
Butler pipe line in the olden days, wish- 
ed to learn something as to the where- 
abouts of Harris. He had not heard 
from his former fellow workman in many 
years and thought, perhaps, he may have 
died. Knowing that the Oil & Gas Jour- 
nal circulates in all the oil fields of 
the world he decided to have printed in 
this publication a brief notice of inquiry 
about his friend. The notice was pub- 
lished and Harris was promptly located. 
He was in Tulsa—having returned from 
his wanderings abroad. The efficacy of 
the Journal as an advertising medium 
was demonstrated in a practical manner. 

Mr. Harris speaks of the Baku region 





as a wonderfully prolific district; It cov- 
ers a comparatively small area; but this 
seems to contain a sea of oil that gushes 
up through openings made by the drill, 
in seething torrents, filling vast sumps 
and other receptacles and providing a 
large share of the petroleum used in 
Europe and Asia. 

Egyptian oil operations are failures. 
Great sums of money have been invested 
in efforts to strike paying production, 
but without avail. Evidently the oil 
business in that country will never amount 
to anything important. ‘‘And,’* says Mr. 
Harris “if ever a country needed an oil 
boom it is Egypt. The country is pov- 
erty-stricken and worn out. Fhe major- 
ity of the people are wretchedly destitute. 
With a thriving oil industry- to bring 
money into the country, good results 
would follow. But there’s nothing doing 
in that line worth mentioning.” 


After more than 40 years of*oil region 
experiences, Mr. Harris is still vigorous 
and active. He is an expert in drilling 
and has punctured the earth’ in many 
places. He could fill a book of stirring 
oil narratives were he disposed to do so, 
but he isn’t a “‘literary feller?’ 


TEXANS WANT MORE LAW. 





HOUSTON, Tex., Aug. 22.—It is said 
that the Texas Legislature will be asked 
to consider legislation concerning the oil 
industry, when it convenes in special ses- 
sion at Austin during the coming week. 
The extra session has been called by Gov- 
ernor Colquitt for the purpose of relieving 
the financial condition of cotton growers 
by establishing State warehousés and ex- 
tending loans to the growers until the 
European markets are again opened. De- 
spite the statement of the Governor that 
this is the only subject that will be 
brought before the State’s lawmakers, a 
movement is on foot at Beaumont and 
Sour Lake to present a bill making it un- 
lawful for pipe-line companies t6 own pro- 
duction and placing the pipe lines under 
the jurisdiction of the Staté Railroad 
Commission. An effort was made at the 
recent Democratic convention at El Paso 
to insert a plank in the platform pledging 
the party to enact such legislation, but it 
was killed in committee. The Governor 
led the fight against the plank and it is 
believed he will have influence ‘enough to 
head off any proposed legislation that will 
be presented at the forthcoming extra 
session of the Legislature. -The more 
prominent producers openly express them- 
selves as opposed to any further legisla- 
tion that will hamper the pipe fines, espe- 
cially at this time, and have refused to 
become identified with the agitation. 
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APPOINTED ANOTHER RECEIVER 





The Kansas Natural Gas Co., is again 
in a controversy over the rights of rival 
receivers. On last Tuesday afternoon the 
Superior Court of Tulsa, on the applica- 
tion of the County Attorney, appointed 
R. W. Kellough, a lawyer of this city, 
receiver of the properties of the Kansas 
Natural Gas Co., and the Marnett Mining 
Ca., in this state. The application al- 
leged that these corporations were vio- 
lating the anti-trust law of Oklahoma 
which prohibits combinations in restraint 
of trade and which provides that one cor- 
poration cannot control another corpora- 
tion engaged in the same_ business 
through stock ownership. In the applica- 
tion it is alleged that the Marnett Minnig 
Co., is owned and controlled by the Kan- 
sas Natural Gas Co., and that penalties of 
more than $2,000,000 have accrued. It is 


charged that the Marnett Mining Co. was | 


organized for the purpose of engaging | 
in the sale and distribution of natural 
gas and was subsequently acquired by | 


the Kansas Natural Gas Co. through the 
purchase of a majority of the stock. 
On Thursday evening, Judge L. M. Poe. 
of the District Court at Tulsa, issued an 
injunction restraining Kellough from tak- 
ing possession of the properties of either 
the Kansas Natural Gas Co., or the Mar- 
nett Mining Co., thus perpetuating, at 


least for the time being the control of | 
the properties by the receivers appointed | 


two years ago for these leases and lines. 
These receivers are R. S. Litchfield, John 
M. Landon and John J. Overfield of Inde- 
pendence, Kan. 

Twenty-six months ago the State of 
Kansas brought a proceeding against 
the Kansas Natural Gas Co., for ouster 
based on the allegation that the anti- 
trust laws of Kansas were being violated. 
The District Court of Montgomery County 
Kansas, appointed three receivers as 
above named. Subsequently, outside in- 
terests applied to Judge John C. Pollock, 
judge of the federal court for the western 
district of Kansas for receivers and he 
appointed three men to take charge of 
the assets of the corporation. The juris- 
dictional question was fought in 
courts for more than a year and finally 
the authority of the state courts of Kan- 
sas was sustained and the federal 
ceivers discharged. And since that the 
authority of the Kansas receivers has not 
been questioned. 


The receivership muddle had the effect | 


of seriously crippling the Kansas Natural 
Gas Co., and restricting its operations. 


All of the money for the gas supplied to) 


Kansas City and all of the towns and 
cities in Kansas and Missouri was tied 
up in court. This amounted to something 
more than $900,000. Extensions were im- 
possible and script could not be issued. 
When the final settlement was made the 


the | 


re- | 


|receivers of Kansas found themselves in 
possession of $650,000 in cash. This they 
have been expending in Oklahoma buying 
}gas in the Cushing field and making 
| needed improvements. The affairs of the 
|company were progressing in such man- 
ner that it was the belief of the receivers 
| that they would wind up their end of the 
|/matter and restore the properties to the 
| bondholders sometime during the coming 
| winter when the county attorney of Tulsa 
|county stepped in and created another 
| difficulty. 

| Although neither the Kansas Natural 
|Gas Co. nor the Marnett Mining Co. own 
|}a foot of land in Tulsa county or pay 
| taxes in this county, the anti-trust pro- 
|ceeding is brought under that provision 
|of the statute which authorizes prosecu- 
| tion in any county in the state. This is 
|the provision which was invoked in the 
| recent prosecution of the Texas Co., the 
Preducers Oil .Co., and the Central Petro- 
leum Co., in Atoka county, where neither 
|of them had an office or agent and where 
neither of them had a lease. 


R. W. Kellough, the receiver appointed 
by the Superior Court is out of the city 
|having gone to Colorado Springs for a 
| two weeks vacation and no statement can 
be secured from him. Judge Breckinridge 
of the court, declines to make any an- 
|nouncement for the future awaiting the 
return of Mr. Kellough. Judge Poe of 
the District Court also is silent. There 
|has been some question among the law- 
|yers if the eventual question will not be 
whether Kellough is in contempt of the 
| District Court in that he is attempting 
|or will attempt to take charge of prop- 
erties which have been operated under 
the orders of the District Court for more 
than a year and where the receivers are 
officers of the court. Litchfield, Landon 
and Overfield, the Kansas receivers and 
the receivers appointed by the Tulsa Dis- 
| trict Court, are still in active charge of 
the property and they assert that they 
will take the proceedings instituted by the 
Tulsa county attorney to the last court 
in the state. They are still buying gas 
from the producers in the northern and 
|eastern gas producing sections of the 
state and paying for it in certificates au- 
| thorized by the courts which appointed 
them. 

At the time of the organization of the 
Marnett Mining Co., and the assertion 
that it was in violation of the anti-trust 
law the statement was made that the 
Kansas Natural Gas Co., desiring to avoid 
the payment of an excessive capitalization 
tax and also to avoid the necessity for 
taking out an Oklahoma charter with its 
pains and penalties had organized the 
Marnett Mining Co., for the purpose of 
transacting its business in certain por- 
tions of Oklahoma. So far as the proof 
| submitted on former hearings goes, the 


| Marnett Mining Co., has never been a 





THE OIL AND GAS JOURNAL 





competitor of the Kansas Natural Gas 
Co., has never transported a foot of gas 
outside the state and has no contracts 
with anybody except the Kansas Natural 
Gas Co., for the sale or delivery of gas. 
The Kansas Natural Gas Co., buys the 
gas from the Marnett Mining Co., just as 
it does from the individual producers in 
the Hogshooter District or any other dis- 
trict and the receivers pay for the gas at 
the contract price. 

The hearing on the application for a 
permanent injunction against Kellough 
will occur on August 29. In the mean- 
time the affairs of the company will be 
conducted as formerly. 

On Friday, Judge L. M. Poe announced 
that R. W. Kellough, the receiver ap- 
pointed by the Superior Court, and George 
Reeves, deputy County Attorney, who 
drew. the application, as well as Pat Mal- 
loy, the County Attorney, had been cited 
to appear before him August 28 and show 
cause why they should not be adjudged 
in contempt. The County Attorney is in 
Iowa and Mr. Kellough is in Colorado, so 
that it is more than probable, no service 
having been-:had on either of them, that 
the citation will not be heard till a later 
date. 

Another feature of the Kansas Natural 
receivership was the decision of the United 
States Circuit Court of Appeals affirming 
the jurisdiction of the receivers appointed 
by the State courts in Kansas and Okla- 
homa. This places at the disposition of 
the receivers $150,000 which had been 
withheld pending final adjudication. 





CLEVELAND’S OIL AND GAS. 





CLEVELAND, O., August 21.—Over 
sixty strings of tools are running in the 
productive gas fields in the city of Cleve- 
land and Cuyahoga county. Every lot 
owner who can afford it is drilling, get- 
ting ready to drill or has drilled’ one or 
more wells for gas within the corporate 
limits of Cleveland, where considerable 
over 200 wells have been drilled during 
the past few years. This development is 
giving work to a large number of drill- 
ers and toolies during the shut down in 
the oil producing regions. 

The most sensational strike for some 
time has been made by the Cleveland 
Wrought Washer Co., on its property on 
West 58th street. This well was drilled 
for gas but when drilled into the Clinton 
sand showed so much oil that it was 
looked upon as worthless for gas and is 
rated as good for from 15 to 25 barrels a 
day. The well is locted about three and 
one-half miles north of the well in Brook- 
lyn township, drilled by the Cuyahoga 
Brick & Shale Co., and looks as though 
a new pool had been discovered. The 
supposition is that a new field of import- 
ance for oil will soon be found in what 
is known as the West Park section of 
the city of Cleveland. The well drilled 
by the Cleveland Development Co., on 
Osborn avenue, in the West Park sec- 
tion, and close to four miles west of the 
new oil well on West 58th street, is spray- 
ing some oil along with its gas. The gas 
volume is about 3,000,000 cubic feet and 
some days the well sprays about 5 barrels 


Thursday, 


of oil. About a mile east of the Os- 
borne avenue well and between that well 
and the one on West 58th street, the 
National Carbon Co’s second well on the 
Belmore Seymour lots near the intersec- 
tion of Triskett Road and Raymond ave- 
nue, has about 500 feet of fluid in the 
hole and will make a small producer. 

The prospects for an extension of the 
oil area was looked for in South Brook- 
lyn, and it was in that direction that the 
Camp Conduit Co., drilled its test but 
failed to find oil, but has a 700,000 foot 
gas well. Johnson & Statier also attempt-~ 
ed to find oil on the Johnson property 
in the same vicinity and struck a gas 
well with a volume of about 300,000 cubic 
feet a day. 

Some of the cream gas territory of 
Cleveland is no doubt located in the 
waters of Lake Erie, but whether or not 
a permit could be had to drill in the 
water is doubtful, but to the east, south 
and west much development work will 
be done along the shore of the lake. A 
gas well in the city is more valuable 
than an oil well for the surplus gas 
can be disposed of to good advantage 
to the East Ohio Gas Co., and a weil 
with a capacity of even 1,000,000 feet 
takes’ but a short time to pay for the 
investment. To show the vast develop- 
ment work in the field it is shown ‘by 
the reports where close to _ 60,000,000 
cubic feet of gas has been developed 
during the past month. The gas is 
found in two formations. The highest 
formation is the Newburg sand or known 
by oil people as the Niagara Limestone 
and the second pay sand is the deep 
Clinton formation. 

One of the best completions was made 
by Lang and others on Lake avenue. 
The well shows a reported production 
of 4,500,000 cubic feet. The Highland 
Oil & Gas Co’s. well on Highland and 
Lorain avenues, produced 4,000,000 cubic 
feet. { 

Clifton Boulevard, one of the beautiful 
residence portions of the city is coming 
in for its amount of work and the drill 
is meeting with most wonderful success 
on that popular thoroughfare. Charles 
E. J. Lang, trustee, has drilled a 3.- 
500,000 cubic foot gas well on the boule- 
vard. 

The National Carbon Co., one of the 
active developers of the gas field has 
drilled No. 11 well located on its factory 
site, and has a 3,000,000 cubic foot well. 
Its No. 12 well which is really No. 2 on 
the Seymour property, drilled in a duster, 
while No. 10 along the Truskett road. 
produced 2,000,000 cubic feet. 

Good & Chapman, a second well on 
the Worthington, produced 3,000.000 
cubic feet, while the Hershaw-Fuller- 
Goodwin Co’s. well No. 3 on the Kessler 
property produced 2,000,000 cubic feet. 








The B. and H. Oil & Gas Co’s well on 
Lake avenue, produced 2,500,000 cubic 
feet. 

Theodore Kundts is among the most 
aggressive operators in the field, and is 
always doing something to keep the 
drilling operations alive. His No. 5 
located on Jackson avenue, is above the 





average well, having produced 3,000,000 
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cubic feet of gas. His No. 1 on Emerson 
avenue, produced 1,500,000 cubic feet. He 
is drilling No. 1 on lot 35 Highland Ter- 
race and also on lot 43; No. 1 on Clifton 
boulevard; No. 1 on Lorain avenue; and 
No, 1 on Merl avenue. 

The Summitt Gas Co., encountered a 
failure at its test on Gladys avenue. The 
Standard Oil Co., also found one of the 
same kind on its factory site or at the 
Broadway plant of the company. The 
Upson Nut Co., drilled a dry one along 
the Scranton road. The Raymond Oil 
& Gas Co., could do no better with its 
well on Leasur avenue, while the United 
Gas Co., found a dry one along Raymond 
avenue. 

Christ Huy drilled a 50,000 cubic foot 
gas well on the Harvard road, and the 
Erie Improvement Co., one good for 
1,500,000 cubic feet along Lake avenue. 
Leonard Schlather struck a_ 1,000,000 
cubic foot well on Newberg avenue, while 
Joseph Meller only found a small pro- 
ducer for about 50,000 cubic feet on Vin- 
ton Row. The Elmwood Gas Co’s. well 
on Elmwood avenue, produced 150,000 
cubic feet. 


C. Masek & Son found a 700,000 cubic | 


foot well on Norcross street, and the 
Masek Oil & Gas Co., one good for 100,- 
000 cubic feet at No. 2 on Big Creek. 
Martin Mullen did some better by drill- 
ing in a 1,500,000 foot well on the Molter 
lots. The Archean Development Co's 
well along the Warren road, produced 
1,000,000 cubic feet. Theodore Schmidt’s 
well. on Lake avenue and West 112th 
street, produced 1,000,000 feet. 

George Featherstone and others well 
on Highland Terrace, produced 50,000 
cubic feet, and the Hillcrest Oil & Gas 
Co’s. well on Lorain avenue, about 60,000 
feet. The Gas Development Co’s. well, 
Lorain and Russel streets, produced 1,- 
500,000 feet, while the Brookside Oil & 
yas Co’s. Raymond avenue well, pro- 
duced 2,000,000 feet. The Shaw Invest- 
ment Co. drilled a 1,000,000 foot well on 
Bayes avenue. 

Milton Freshwater’s well on the Canby 
property, produced about 2,000,000 cubic 
feet, while the Highland Development 
Co’s. well on the corner of Lake avenue 
and West 115th street, showed a volume 
of 2,500,000 cubic feet. The Tolle Brick 
Co’s. well on the Bradley road, produced 
1,000,000 feet as did the Standard Brick 
Co. well on the same street. Lena B. 
Smith madé a good strike on the Harvard 
road, finding a 2,000,000 foot gas well. 

G. E. Conkey, agent, is drilling two 
wells, one on the Austin Powder Co’s 
lots, and another on the right-of-way of 
the Lake Erie & Western railroad. W. 
H. Thompson is drilling on the Bradley 
road, also on the Harkness lands. The 
Linwood Oil & Gas Co., is drilling along 
Donald avenue, and Behr, Weber & Root 
are drilling along the Lake Front. 

Martin Mullens is drilling between the 
Lake Shore railroad and the Bunts road, 
and also on the Obert lots. Milton Fresh- 
water, is drilling Nos. 2 and 3, Canby 
lots, and No. 2 Kling lots, and Martin 
Mullen is drilling No. 2 on the Molter 
lots. The Probeck Oil & Gas Co., is 
drilling No. 1 on Harlan avenue, and No. 
2 on Detroit avenue. The Beach Oil & 
Gas Co., is doing the same on Beach 
Court, and Heiber ‘& Jack, on the Thor- 
eau road. 

The National Carbon Co., is drilling 
No. 2 on the Dempsey lots, known as the 
No. 2 well on that property; No. 14 on 
its factory site, which is the third well 
for that property and No. 15 is drilling 
and located on the Seymour lots. Frank 
C. Feller is at work on No. 2 near the 
Harvard bridge, and the Hunter Oil & 
Co., is drilling No. 2 on the Clifton boule- 
vard. The Boulevard Gas Co., is also 
drilling on the same street. 

The Holsworth Ruby Co., is drilling on 
Irene avenue; A. T. Kinney, on the 
Thorean road; the Archean Development 
Co., on the Triskett road, and the Bi- 
Chance Oil & Gas Co. on Clifton boule- 
vard. The Highland Oil & Gas Co., is 
drilling Nos. 1 and 2 on Lake Front ave- 
nue. The Highland Development Co., is 
drilling No. 1 on the same thoroughfare, 
while Norton and others are drilling on 
the Potter Cullen lots. Milton Fresh- 
water is drilling a well on the Byron 
Harris lots, and J. H. Orquill, on the 
Weber lots. 

E. L. Nicholson is drilling along Hillard 
avenue, and Frank A. Arter, on Lorain 
avenue. The Star Producing Co., is at 
work on a well on the Cove lands, and 
R. G. Floyd, on Lake avenue. J. H. 
Orgill is drilling on the W. L. West lots, 
and the Jordan Oil & Gas Co, along 
Desdemona avenue. Leonard Schlather 
is drilling his No. 2 on West 16th street. 
‘The Cleveland Development Co., is drill- 
ing along the Warren road, and Walter 
Ashton and others along Clifton boule- 
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HOUSTON CALIFORNIA FaAacToRY 
McEVOY WIRELESS WELL STRAINER CO. 
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THE “DAYTON” COUPLING 


DURABLE 
ECONOMICAL 


TIGHT JOINTS 
PERFECT EXPANSION 














Couplings, Saddles, 
Clamps, Tees, 
Sleeves, Elbows, 

Split Sleeves. Crosses. 
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All-Steel Coupling All-Steel Coupling 





The Dayton Pipe Coupling Company 
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WATERBURY 
DRILLING CABLES 


Numbers of users of Waterbury Drilling Cables have bought of us 
season after season for many years. 

They have learned through experience that Waterbury Cables, both 
wire and fibre, may be depended upon for long service. 


Our nearest office will be glad to quote you. 


WATERBURY COMPANY 


80 SOUTH STREET, NEW YORK 


Chicago New Orleans 

365 East Illinois Street 910 Canal-Louisiana Bank 
Boston Bide. 

220 Franklin Street Dallas, Texas 


San Francisco 


Powell & Ellet Company, 
113 Davis Street 3 


911 Southw’rn Life Bldg. 
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vard. John Arbaugh is drilling on West 
105th street, and T. J. Holmden on 
Clifton boulevard, 

The American Building Brick Co., is 


drilling on West 56th street, and Thomas 
J. Holmden, his No. 2 on Lake avenue. 
The Davisville Oil & Gas Co., is drilling 
on Russell avenue, and Matilda A. Gill is 
drilling a wel on Donald and Merl streets. 
The Farr Brick Co. is drilling No. 2 on 
the Reeves and Burke Brooks sections. 

In Strongville township, Cuyahoga 
county, the Medina Oil & Gas Co., is near 
the sand with a test on the Bartlett 


farm, about ten miles southwest of 
Cleveland. 
In the southwest corner of Northfield 


township, Cuyahoga county, and close to 
15 miles due south of the big Statler well, 
the Jait Co., is drilling a wildcat well, 
which will be closely watched by the 
trade. 

In Bricksville township, Cuyahoga 
county, ten miles south of the city and 
on the Needham farm, Theodore Kundts 
is drilling an important wildcat well. 

In Newburg township, Cuyahoga coun- 
ty, the General Chemical Co., is working 
on a wildcat well located some over a 
mile east of the Statler well. 

In Dover township, Cuyahoga county, 


the Logan Gas & Oil Co., is drilling a 
well on the H. T. Schmidt farm of 50 
acres, in lot 49 about five miles west 


of what is known as the Lakewood gas 

belt. This company has a rig up for a 

test on the northeast corner of the 66 

acre tract, off the 100 acre farm, of 

William Clague, in lot 69, same township. 
Ashiand-Lorain Field. 

The best well of the late completions 


is the Ohio Fuel Supply Co’s. test on 
the north central part of the J. Moffett 
farm of 31 acres, in section 20, which 
showed a gas volume of 5,000,000 cubic 
feet. No. 2 same farm, is drilling, as is 
No. 1 on the southwest corner of the 
Cc. G. Bichelberger 49 acre farm, section 
21. 

In the same township, the Logan Gas 


& 
ner of the Samuel Ejichelberger 60 acre 
farm, section 21, produced 2,650,156 cubic 
feet, Same company is 


with No. 1 on the G. W. Crone 143 acres 


section 28; No. 1 Frank Carpenter farm, | 
W. | 


section 29, and is drilling No. 2, G. 
Schuck and others farm, section 8 No. 1 
E. Long farm, section 21, is also due for 
completion. Location has been made for 
No. 1 on the Michael Helbert 160 acre 
farm, section 27; No. 1 Charles Hichel- 
berger farm, section 21, and No. 1 E. 
Shemberger farm, section 8. 


In Vermillion township, same county, 
the Ohio Fuel Supply Co’s. No. 3 Jacob 
Eichelberger farm, section 21, is near 


the pay sand and rig for No. 4 is build- | 
has a} 
rig in for No. 5 on the northwest corner | 


ing. The Medina Oil & Gas Co., 


of the John S. Grabill 240 acre farm, 
section 16. 

In Hanover township, Ashland county, 
the Ohio Fuel Supply Co., has a rig in 
for a test on the center of the J. D. 
Cameron 14 acre farm, section 10. 


In Harrisville township, Medina county, | 


the Medina Oil & Gas Co’s test on the 
southeast corner of the G. Schemp 32 
acre fram, section or lot 78, is a duster, 
and No. 1 on the 
lot 69, is due in the sand. 
Gas & Fuel Co., found a dry hole in its 
test on the center of the G. 
158 acre farm, lot 53. 


: | 
In Litchfield township, Medina county, | 


the Logan Gas & Fuel Co., is drilling at 


its test on the J. H. Berth 104 acre farm, | 
same com- | 
pany’s No. 1 on the southwest corner of.| 


lot 41. In York township, 


the M. E. Branch 69 acre farm, section | 
1, is due in the sand. In Westfield 
township, same county, the Logan Gas | 
& Fuel Co., is drilling No. 1 F. Hoff 
farm, section 3, and has a rig uuder 
way for a test on the R. D. Eastman 
64 acre farm, section 16. The Ohio Fuel 
Supply Co., is drilling No. 2 on the 
southwest corner of the Henry Fetzer 


section 9. 

In Congress township, Wayne county, 
the Logan Gas & Fuel Co., is drilling a 
test on the northeast corner of the H. 
G. Case 60 acre farm, section 16, and in 
Chester township, the Ohio Fuel Supply 
Co., has a rig in for an important test 
on the B. F. Swinehart 172 acre farm, 
section 6. 

In Monroe township, Richland county. 
the Ohio Fuel Supply Co’s. test on the 
southwest corner of the B. Shaffer 200 
acre farm, section 35, is a dry hole but 


farm, 


No. 2 rig is building for another test 
on the southeast corner of the farm. 


The Logan Gas & Fuel Co’s test on the 
southeast corner of the J. H. Hunter 80 
acre farm, section 26, is also a dry hole. 
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OIL SPRINGS GASSERS. 





CHATHAM, Ont., Aug. 22.—In the Oil 
Springs gas field, Lambton County, No. 6 
of the Oil Springs Oil & Gas Co. on the 
Parks property is definitely estimated at 
1,000,000 cubic feet per day. This well is 
within 500 feet of a dry hole in one direc- 
tion, has a dry hole 500 feet distant in an- 
other way, and in a third direction has a 
well practically dry. 

The Union Natural Gas Co.’s well on 
the Law farm, Dawn Township, has fin- 
ished at 2,070 feet, a duster. In the Mc- 
Dermid well, drilled by the Union people, 
gas was struck at 1,590 feet. As far as 
can be judged, this is a pocket. The flow 
started at about 2,000,000 cubic feet, but 
speedily dropped to 1,000,000 cubic feet, 
and the pressure is only about 575 pounds. 
This gas is in a different formation from 
other wells, which usually struck gas at 
about 1,900 feet, and the location is in the 
middle of a triangle of dry holes. 

The Rose syndicate has struck a duster 
at a depth of 2,219 feet. The well on the 
Palmer farm, about 1,850 feet, has every 
indication of being dry. 

In the Tilbury East field the Union Nat- 
ural Gas Co. has finished a very small 
well on the Jones farm, near Merlin, good 
for about 100,000 cubic feet. 

Oil Traces at Ridgetown. 

It is reported that traces of oil have 
been found on the Henry Spencer farm, 
half a mile from Ridgetown, in Kent 
County. The discovery was made in an 
abandoned gas well, drilled some 20 years 
ag6é to a depth of about 400 feet, and sub- 
sequently abandoned and plugged. There 
have been numerous shallow gas discov- 
eries in the vicinity of Ridgetown, but, so 





Fuel Co’s. test on the southwest cor- | 


near the sand | 


A. M. Weaver farm, | 
The Logan | 


H. Munson | 


far, nothing of a permanent nature has 
| developed. 

The Dominion Natural Gas Co. is drill- 
ing a number of wells in the Haldimand 
(Ont.) field, in the vicinity of Canboro and 
Warner. The Haldimand field generally is 
reported to be declining gradually and a 
number of wells have been abandoned. 

Gas Man’s Exciting Trip. 

W. J. Aikens, of Dunnville, returned re- 
cently from Europe, where he has beeu 
|absent on business connected with the 
financing -of the National Natural Gas Co. 
|He was in mid-ocean when news was 
flashed to the steamship Royal Edward 
that war had been declared; and his ves- 
| sel narrowly escaped two German cruisers 
jon the return trip. Mr. Aikens stated 
| that before he left England the arrange- 
ments for financing the National Natural 
| Gas Co. were completed and funds to the 
}extent of $1,500,000 assured, R. F. Miller, 
|of Rainham Center, and John Knox, of 
| Hamilton, remaining to complete the de- 
| tails. What effect the outbreak of hos- 
| tilities will have on the enterprise, Mr. 
| Aikens could not say. 

New Brunswick Developments. 
The work of deepening the old wells in 
|the Albert County gas fields of New 
| Brunswick, commenced some time ago by 
| the Maritime Oilfields, Ltd., is progress- 
|ing steadily. Well No. 36, deepened to 
| 1,670 feet, brought in an increased flow of 
| 2,000,000 cubic feet daily. No. 35 has been 
|deepened to 1,700 feet and the flow has 
increased to 2,000,000 cubic feet. No. 19 





on the Caleb McLatchey farm, midway 
between Mos. 35 and 36, was drilled 70 
feet deeper and now yields about 2,000,000. 
All these wells have been capped and are 
held in reserve against a possible short- 
age of the general supply. 

Edmonton Gas Strike. 

The Bradley Alberta Oils, Ltd., drilling 
near Edmonton on the N. Logan property, 
southwest quarter of Section 6, Township 
57, Range 25, west of the fourth meridian, 
has struck a flow of gas estimated at 500,- 
000 cubic feet daily. The strike was made 
at 435 feet and the drill is down 85 feet in 
the gas sand, and drilling will be con- 
tinued the entire depth of the sand. The 
bailer also brings up a small quantity of 
black oil, though the gas is rather dry. 
A well drilled on the same property in 
1910 still gives a large flow of gas. This 
property adjoins the J. Jaquish farm on 
the shores of Egg Lake, where, in 1892, 
tar sand was disclosed by plowing, start- 
ing the first Edmonton oil excitement; 
though, owing to money stringency, little 
development work was done. At. that 
time E. Lyons drilled several holes with- 
out result. 

Gas at Gleichen. 

Driller M. Rasmussen, of Gleichen, who 
has been drilling for water on the C. P. 
R. ready-made farms in the Quelleteville 
district of Alberta, reports that he struck 
gas on Section 10, Range 23, Township 21, 
west of the fourth meridian, one mile 
north of Quelleteville. The formation on 
the surface was much like slacked coal, 
and further down were substone, sand- 
stone, and more material resembling 
slacked coal. Gas was struck at 250 feet, 
though not in large quantities. 

In Saskatchewan Province the North 
Star Drilling Co. has commenced drilling 
on the Southern Saskatchewan Gas & Oil 
Co.’s properties at Verwood, the work be- 
ing in charge of A. N. Duff. 


KANSAS NATURAL PROSPECTS. 





In commenting on Judge Hook’s recent 
decision in the case of the Kansas Nat- 
ural Gas Co. receivership complications, 
the Kansas City (Mo.) Times has the ‘fol- 
lowing to say: 

The decision puts approximately $1,000,- 
000 under the control of the State receiv- 
ers and removes it from the jurisdiction 
of Federal receivers, according to John H. 
Atwood, attorney for the State receivers. 

“While I cannot presume to say what 
Judge Hhomas J. Flannelley’s precise 
course will be,” said Mr. Atwood, “I am 
close enough in his counsels to know that 
an adequate sum of money will be in- 
vested, as soon as maybe, in the improve- 
ment of the gas facilities. Quite a large 
sum will be involved. 

“There are two courses open: first, the 
building of an additional pipe line; second, 
the installation of a compressor some- 
where in the vicinity of Iola, Kan. The 
second is more practicable, as freezing 
weather would forbid the laying of a pipe 
line. A compressor would, by augment- 
ing the flow of gas, increase the efficiency 
of gas service by 33 1-3 per cent. 
| “Considerable expense will also be in- 
| curred through connecting with other gas 
wells. Through the domination of the 











United Gas Improvement Co. and its 
strangling influence the service was al- 
lowed to deteriorate seriously and ade- 
quate connections with wells were not 
made. 

“As to the time when work on the im- 
provements will begin, it is hoped that a 
start may be made by September 15. At- 
torneys for the Federal receivers have 60 
days within which to file a brief for a re- 
hearing. As I am not familiar with the 
text of the decision I cannot say whether 
a clause is incorporated for the shorten- 
ing of the time for sending down the 
mandate of the Federal Court. If not, we 
shall make application for such an abbre- 
viation of time. 

“Assuming that we can begin work on 
the compressor by September 15, we could 
install the compressor within 90 days 
after that date. Thus, by December 15, 
Kansas City would be prepared for a very 
cold day. To take care of the five or six 
extremely cold days which this city expe- 
riences some winters, the equipment of 
the gas company would have to be dou- 
bled: This would require an outlay be- 
yond the present means. 

“The decision of Judge Hook is remark- 
able in as much as this is the first case 
where the grasp of the Federal receivers 
was ever loosened in the favor of State 
receivers.”’ 


OHIO CITIES GAS COMPANY. 





Ohio Cities Gas Company, which re- 
cently took over Columbus Oil & Fuel, 
Federal Gas & Fuel, Columbus Oil & Fuel, 
Springfield Gas and other gas properties 
in Ohio has issued a consolidated balance 
sheet of date of August 1. 

Current assets are shown as $941,487, of 
which $717,417 are in cash, with current 
liabilities of $156,099. Property, plant, and 
equipment are carried in the balance 
sheet at $15,568,019, comparing with a 
value placed on the property of the com- 
pany for taxation by the Ohio Tax Com- 
mission, exclusive of oil and gas-produc- 
ing properties in Ohio and West Virginia, 
of $8,321,990. 

The new company has $5,000,000 com- 
mon and $7,250,000 preferred stock, part 
of which has not been issued, as it is be- 
ing held for exchange for outstanding 
stocks of subsidiary companies, There 
are $1,825,000 first mortgage bonds out- 
standing and on January 1, 1915, there 
will be due $374,042, the balance of the 
purchase price of the Federal Gas & Fuel 
Co. from the Ohio Fuel Supply Co. The 
balance sheet shows reserves of $93 642 
and accumulated surplus of $1,446,385. 


LEAK IN GAS MAIN. 





Owing to a recent gas explosion in a 
sewer manhole, in Tulsa, which resulted 
in very serious injuries for an employe 
of the Pioneer Telephone Co., the idea 
prevails that a gas-line leak exists some- 
where on Second street and a determined 
effort is being made to locate it. This 
may entail the tearing up of much pave- 
ment, but owing to the constant danger 
of a gas explosion it is a very necessary 
work. 








TULSA BOILER & MFG. CO., TULSA, oKLA. 


4 Large Storage Tanks, Gasoline Tanks 























55,000 and 37,500 
bbl. Tanks carried 
in stock for imme- 
diate shipment. 


Smokestacks 
Boilers 


Platework 
of all 
Descriptions 


Small Tanks for 
all Purposes 


Write for Pricés 
Box 1207, Phone 2399 
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The Wastefulness 
of “Price” Buying 


To save money in purchasing is a 
duty everyone owes to his business. 
“Price’’ buying, however, does not 
always mean economy. 


A few dollars ‘‘saved’’ in buying a 
typewriter may turn out to be many 
dollars wasted and make an expense 
of what should have been an invest- 
ment. 


The higher price paid for the 


L. C. Smith & Bros. Typewriter 


is paid for the greater amount of 
superior work it will turn out and its 
greater durability. 


You will be surprised to learn what a 
great difference there is in type- 
writers. The cheapest is usually the 
most expensive. 


Send for Free Book or ask for Demonstration 


L. C. Smith & Bros. Typewriter Company 
Home Office and Factory, 
Syracuse, N. Y. 


Branches in all Principal Cities 


Oklahoma Branch - 
328 W. Main St., Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Tulsa Branch 
312 Ohio Building 




















HAVE YOU A BINDER FOR YOUR 
JOURNALS? 
We supply them for $1 each. 
THE OIL AND GAS JOURNAL. 
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Tank and Tank Car Paints 


We make a specialty of the fol- 
lowing paints for Iron and Steel 
Tanks: 

Guaranteed Structural Grays 
Guaranteed Structural Reds 
Guaranteed Structural Whites 


Send for color cards 
and net prices. 


Eagle Paint and Varnish Co. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

















FINANCIAL AND MARKET NEWS 














REFINED OIL MARKET. 





The present refined oil quotations are as | 
follows: 
Standard white (cases)............ -+. 10.75 
Standard white (bulk)..............-+- » 4,75 
Water-white (bulk) ........eeeeeeees . 6.76 


NEW YORK EXPORT MARKET. 





(By CHARLES NORDHAUS, Jr.) 
NEW YORK, Aug. 21.—Conditions aay 
erning the market for petroleum and) 
products has not changed to any extent) 
and the conservatism on the part of buy- 
ers is being adhered to, pending further 
developments. With crude oil having 
suffered further losses in prices, the gen- 
eral feeling in refined trade circles has 
been somewhat of a pessimistic nature 
and purchases in most cases were con- | 
fined to moderate lines. The domestic oil | 
trade has been suffering severely and has | 
been brought face to face with one of the 
most critical periods in its history, and 
the closing of the export markets there- 
fore occurred at a peculiarly unfortunate 
time and warehouses at New York are 
congested with oil... Some leading oil in- | 
terests are entertaining hopes for a nor- | 
mal market in the near future, claiming 
that their production will be eagerly 
sought for from abroad, in order to set 
the wheels of industry in motion which 
have been held in check. With a renewal 
of the European demand, prices of petro- 
leum bid well to advance to a level, cov- 
ering more than losses of revenues since | 
hostilities opened in Europe. 
_In some quarters a material improve- 
ment in shipping conditions at this port 
in the near future is confidently looked 
for. Indications pointing to the interven- 
tion of the Federal Government in the 
direction of guaranteeing insurance risk 
on export shipments to Europe, coupled | 
with the early operation of an adequate | 
fleet of merchant vessels and steamships, 
relieving congestion of traffic, created a| 
more hopeful feeling here. Prospects of | 


| 





a sudden growth of the merchant marine |! 
under the American flag, as a result of |~ 


extending the privileges of American reg- | 
istry, have been less favorable. Several | 
large owners of steamships are still con- | 
sidering the matter and the Standard Oil | 
Co. of New York announced that no 
change would be made, as all its steam- 
ers are under the British flag, while the 
New Jersey branch of the company, 
whose vessels are undtr the German flag, 
is considering American registry. Several 
vessels owned by the Anglo-American Oil 
Co. will probably sail from this port dur- 
ing the week, but this has not as yet been 
definitely decided upon. 

The volume of new business booked for 
petroleum locally for the week just ende 
showed a slight gain, but only small lines 
were involved. Illuminafing oil in bar- | 
rels and cases, also naphtha, benzine, and | 
gasoline show gains, which is also true of | 
lubricating oils. Prices closed nominally | 
easy, but quotably unchanged, with the | 
trend of a downward tendency. 


Chartering of vessels to load full car- 
goes of case oil has been decidedly slow, 
which was also true of general cargoes to 
any of the open European ports. There 
has been practically no demand for case 
oil or general cargo boats to the Far East 
or Australia. Fixtures for the week in- | 
cluded the Norwegian steamers Sigurd, 
prompt loading, 7,500 bbls. refined for 
Denmark, and the steamer Raven, 6,000 
bbls., same port, both at private terms, 
also the Norwegian steamer Regina, Sep- 
tember loading for Denmark, 10,000 bbls. 
refined, at private terms. For the week 
just ended the total charters for petro- 
leum and products, in bulk and in pack- 
ages, reduced to crude equivalent, com- | 
prised 110,000 bbls., as against no char- 
ters for the preceding week. 


Orders booked for petroleum and prod- 
ucts, as outlined by the weekly review 
herewith, are based on terms delivered 
fs o. b. vessel New York or Philadelphia, 
covering 200-case lots and over and 200- 
bbl. lots and above, unless otherwise 
specified. Invoices of 10,000-case lots and 
above and 3,000 to 9,999-case lots are sub- 
ject to regular lighterage charges of 1.1c. 
a case and .l5c. a gallon ,respectively, 
which must be added to sale prices herein 
mentioned on standard white oil. Water- 
white oil sells at Ic. a gallon above the 
price of standard white oil. 


Sales of illuminating oil in bulk com- 





petroleum and products at the port of New 
York, compiled in gallons, from January 1, 
1914, and for the week ended August 20, 
with comparative figures: 

Week. Since Jan.1. 1913. 


Refined . 7,229,023 309,090,834 318,689,679 
SUNS oii was « e'alea eee 21,872,789 31,094,794 
Naphtha 7 33 5,753 
Benzine 31,22 2 
Gasoline 86,6 15,2 | 
Lub. oils.... 1,227,050 68,824,663 59,123,724 
Total .... 9,148,289 474,432,877 465,364,121 
*Foreign Closing Cable Quotations. 
(American refined petroleum, standard 
white oil.) ’ 
London. Liverpool. 
pence. pence. 
et Eee 7 3-16@7% 8 7-16@8% 
Saturday ...... 7 3-16@7% 8 7-16@8% 
Monday ........ 7 3-16@7% 8 7-16@8% 
Pt ae 7 3-16@7% 8 7-16@8% 
Wednesday ....7 3-16@7% 8 7-16@8% | 
Thursday ......7 3-16@7% 8 7-16@8% | 
Antwerp. Hamburg. | 
francs. marks. 
IE 6.00 v0 5036 66264000 6s 21 7% 
PEE, Sian Sha ae ane eees 21 7% 
IE 36 bd e659 0 aussedos 21 7% 
MORO cc ccccaccccucuces 2 7% 
WOGRORAEY © onc ccecacccccce 21 7% 
EMGEEGRY ccecacieccccceees 21 7% 


| *@able discontinued; prices entirely nominal. 





prised over 49,000 bbls. booked at 4.75c., 


| while full-cargo barrelled lots, some 25,000 
| bbls., were traded in at 8.25c. a gallon. 
|Orders for refined illuminating oil in 


| low-screw cans, 110 fire-test oil) have | 


| been more numerous and aggregated over | 
| 480,000 cases. No full-cargo lots were in- | 


| 10.75¢., while the total comprised 3,000 to} 
|9,999-case lots, which changed hands at 
10.90c. a gallon. Naphtha met with good | 
sales, covering over 47,000 cases at 27'éc. | 
a gallon for 73@76°. Benzine orders were | 
larger, involving over 13,000 cases at} 
184%4c. a gallon for 59@62°. Gasoline sold 


more freely, over 87,000 cases having been | | 


booked at 23%c. for auto 68@72°, and at| 
21c. a gallon for stove. Of lubricating oil, | 
over 44,000 bbls. were booked at former | 
values as to brand. Of crude oil, no sales 
could be traced, while gas and fuel oils 
over 9,500 bbls. and 9,000 bbls. (in bulk) 
changed hands, respectively. 


Clearances of petroleum, as outlined by 
tabulated figures herewith, compiled in 
gallons from January 1 to August 20, 1914, 
aggregated 474,432,877, showing a gain of 
9,068,756 gallons compared with the same 
period of 1913. Clearances at Philadelphia 
for the same period comprised about 127,- 
500,000 gallons, showing a shrinkage of 
37,500,000 gallons compared with the cor- | 
responding time of last year. 

European cables are badly congested 
and censorship on code words adds to dif- 
ficulties in an effort to transact business. 
Managers of cable companies locally doubt 
that the rigid requirements and restric- 
tions would be waived before the termina- 
tion of hostilities. 

The following table gives the charters for 
petroleum and products, covering crude, re- 
fined, and naphthas, in bulk and in packages, 
reduced to crude equivalent, for the -.week 


ended August 20 and from August 1, 1914, 
with daily averages, compiled in barrels: 
Aug. Day. Since Aug. 1. Average. 
Be Seca es el 15,873 159,510 11,394 
| Ge cePeRe ere 184,907 12,327 
Se Ps ea eN dune 26,984 211,891 12,464 
SO recs Siang woe 7,000 218,891 12,160 
Dl reiee-awew en 24,444 243,335 12,807 
Dae divius’ ee tecemen 243,335 12,167 


The following table gives the clearances ot 



















RECEIVER IS APPOINTED. 





From Topeka, Kan., comes the inform- 
ation that a receiver has been appointed 
for the Consumers’ Light, Heat & Power 
Co. of that city. The action was brought 
in the United States court here by the 
Central Trust company of New York, 
trustee for the Consumers company’s 
$1,000,000 of bonds on which _ interest 
amounting to $50,000 is past due. Fol- 
lowing the announcement by Morton Al- 
baugh, clerk of the court, that such ac- 
tion had been brought, came a telegram 
from Red Oak, Ia., the home of Federal 
Judge Smith McPherson, announcing the 
appointment of L. G. Treleavan, man- 
ager of the gas plant as receiver for the 
company with authority to operate. 

The Consumers Light, Heat & Power 
Co., is a Kansas corporation, with G. M. 
Gunderson of Chicago as president. It 
has been obtaining gas from the Kansas 
Natural company but recently it con- 
fessed to the public utilities commission 
that on account of the short supply of 
gas it was unable to make any money. 





|} cases (each case containing two 5-gallon, | 


.| cluded in the latter amount, closing at |' 


INDIAN RECORDS 


All about Departmental Leases, Re- 
moval of Restrictions, Allotments, En- 
rollments, Maps, Plats and Plat Books. 


J. TRUMAN NIXON 


Care of Miss Lena Seltner. 
205 Biiss £ ldg. Phone 1701 TULSA, OKLA. 

















TULSA ENGINEERING and SUPPLY CO. 


Pioneer Bidg. Phone 3336 
New General Oil Field Map covering all . 
fields north of Township 7 North and 

Range 3 East to 19, inclusive. 


Price, $5.00 
TULSA, OKLAHOMA 

















OIL MAPS 


Tulsa Mapping Company 
503 First National Building. 
TULSA, OKLA. 


Phone 1431 














H. B. GOODRICH 


GEOLOGIST 


Field Examination and Practical Re- 
ports on Prospective or Developed 
Oil Properties. 


450 West 147th Street 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF AN OIL SCOUT. 


(JAMES C. TENNENT, in The Oil City Derrick.) 


ARTICLE VIII. 
Hallett & Johnson and Hoodoo Wells. 


Early in the spring of ’83, rumors were afloat that Hallett & Johnson had opened 
up a new oil field at the mouth of Spring Creek, on the Clarion River, Forest County. 
It was claimed that the oil was found in the Bradford sand. There being no wire 
communication within 20 miles of this point, it was impossible to confirm this rumor. 
Boyle and myself determined to go there and ascertain the facts. 

We started early one morning from Sheffield on horseback to investigate. Our 
route led along the Tionesta Creek at the Fox House, from there to Marienville, 20 
miles. From Marienville we went down to a small town located on the Clarion River 
named Clarington. Our distance traveled for the day was about 30 miles. Staying 
all night at Clarington, we went up the river some 15 miles to the mouth of Spring 
Creek. 

This was the point where Hallett & Johnson were operating. We found that they 
had drilled three wells. No. 1, located one-half mile back from the river, had been 
completed a year previous. They had put in a small torpedo and pumped out 300 
barrels of oil, which was still there in the tanks. The well was good for three barrels 


aday. The sand was thick and of good quality and of the same color as the Bradford 
sand. 
There being no pipe-line facilities, they could do nothing with their oil, so they 


had shut down the well and were not pumping, and had not been for some time. 

Their No. 2 well was located southwest of No. 1 about a mile distant on the bank 
of the Clarion River, In it they had found 
the sand; it showed but little oil, so they 
abandoned it. 

Their third well, the last one completed, 
was located southeast of No. 1, across the 
river about a mile distant. In this well the 
sand was poor and there was no oil. The 
drillers had left some two or three weeks 
before, and there was nothing further in 
progress. Had they known at that time 
what was later learned, they would have 
had a much larger well in No. 1. Previous 
to the drilling of this well to the Bradford 
sand, there had been two other wells drilled 
to it, located 10 miles to the northeast—the 
Hunter and the Emery wells. 

In each of these wells they had found 
about the same showing as had Hallett & 
Johnson, and they had been abandoned. 
Later on, another well was drilled. In this 
well they found the same sand as in the 
other wells, but they put 300 quarts of 
nitro-glycerine in it. This shot cracked the 
rock around the hole for a long distance 
and allowed the oil to come in freely. It 
started at 50 barrels, and had all that were 
abandoned, including the Hallett & Johnson 
same way, they all would no doubt have fared as well. 





been treated the 
they drilled the holes much larger in this field, so that they were able 
io put in from 300 to 400 quarts in the space occupied by the oil sand. That meant 


No. 1 
Later on, 


This terrific charge increased the wells 
A large field was 


from 800 to 1,200 pounds of nitro-glycerine. 
to over 100 barrels, showing plainly the value of a large shot. 
opened up in this vicinity after they knew how to treat the wells. 

We made inquiries for a place to stay over night, and were told to go up the 
creek to the sawmill, where they thought we could find lodging. Upon going there 
we found Mr. Crabtree, one of the mill owners, and he readily agreed to entertain us, 
He was living there alone with his interesting daughter, Mary. The mill had been 
shut down for some time and there were very few people about it. Mr. Crabtree 
proved a good conversationalist. He told us about his lumber business. He had been 
there for a long time; told us how he operated and marketed his lumber. He owned 
a stretch of timber land some six miles up Spring Creek. This creek was too small 
to float his logs down without artificial means. He told us how he accomplished this. 
They would cut and haul logs to the creek and roll them into it until they had suffi- 
cient for a run. Above the point where these logs had been placed on the creek, they 
built what is called a ‘‘splash dam.’’ This dam was made of logs and planks and held 

.back a large volume of water. The planks were so arranged that they could be re- 
moved quickly. This would release the water with a rush. When it reached the logs 
it would lift and float them down the stream for from one to three miles, scattering 
them all along. He would have men on the banks of the stream with long pike poles 
to shove the logs back into the stream when they got stuck on the banks. When the 
water had gone down the men would roll all the logs that had been washed ashore 
into the center of the stream. Then, by closing the dam again, it would accumulate 
another supply of water, which they would let loose as before. This would carry the 
logs down for another mile or two. In this way he worked them down to the pond 
that was leated above the sawmill. From the pond they would be dragged up an 
incline into the mill, where they were cut into lumber. On the other side of the dam, 
near the mouth of the creek, the lumber would be built into small rafts, which they 
called the “Clarion River’ rafts. When there was a rise in the river they weré 
fioated out into it, and run down into the Allegheny River; there several sections of 
them would be built together, making the “‘Allegheny”’ raft. These rafts.were floated 
to Pittsburgh, where they would be still further combined, making a very much 
larger raft, and this would be floated down the Ohio River to Cincinnati, Louisville, 
and even as far as New Orleans, to market. On this raft they had a comfortable 
shanty where the crew could cook and sleep. They carried pilots and ran night 
and day. 

After supper we adjourned to the parlor where, after some conversation, Mr. 
Crabtree suggested that we drill a well on his timber land. He thought there was a 
good prospect of getting oil on it. We got out our maps and located his land. As 
our map showed all the wells that had been drilled in that vicinity, we found that 
the Hunter well was the nearest one. It was located five miles east of his land. The 
Hunter well had produced three barrels per day from the Bradford sand. Hallett & 
Johnson was six miles due south of the land. It produced three barrels. 

Pat and I came to the conclusion that it was a good location for a wildcat well, 
and we told Mr. Crabtree that if he would give us a lease we would try and interest 
some other parties with us and drill it. He agreed to do this. Having some blank 
lease forms with us, we filled one of them out, making it a straight one-eighth roy- 
alty. Mr. Crabtree said he would go with us in the morning to a notary nearby and 
have his signature acknowledged. 

About this time Miss Crabtree came into the room, having finished her kitchen 
work. Now Miss Crabtree was particularly handsome; rather on the thin lines, and 
had passed her youth; nevertheless she was a charming woman. I noticed that Pat’s 
interest in the lease had suddenly disappeared. In the room was an old-fashioned 
melodeon that had belonged to Mary's mother. Pat suggested that we have some 
music, She demurred, saying that the instrument was hard to pump. Pat said he 
would pump it for her. So they seated themselves close together at the melodeon and 
Pat commenced to pump vigorously. As the bellows filled with air, the instrument, 
like Banquo’s ghost, arose before them. Mary played a few simple airs. Pat sug- 
gested that she sing. She said she would if Pat would also sing. After some hesita- 
tion, he said he would try. The first song was ‘“‘Ben Bolt.” The next one was a 
popular song at that time, ‘Over the Garden Wall.” Now, Pat was no Caruso, his 
musical education having been somewhat neglected, but what he lacked in tone he 
made up*‘for in volume. Mary had a good voice and could sing very well. 
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About this: time Mr. Crabtree winked at me and we went into the kitchen, where, 
lighting our cigars, we smoked for some time. I noticed when leaving the room that. 
Pat’s arm rested carelessly on the back of Mary’s chair. 

Feeling tired, Mr. Crabtree showed me to my rooms, where I went to bed. The 
last thing that I remember before going to sleep were the words, ‘‘If a body meet a 
body coming through the rye; if a body kiss a body, need a body cry.” 

The next morning Mr. Crabtree accompanied us for a short distance to a notary, 
where he acknowledged his signature to the lease. 

Returning, our road led up the bank of the Clarion River to Ridgway, a distance 
of some 30 miles. There we stayed over night. On the following morning we started 
for Sheffield, but found the road so bad from spring freshets that we had to wade 
through water for long distances; sometimes the horses nearly had to swim. 

We passed by the Emery well, which, at that time, was considered too small to 
pump. Later on, it was shot heavy, when it became a fine producer. Had we known 
it, we were passing over a fine oil field that later was extensively developed. 

Reaching Brookston, we were obliged to stay over night on account of the high 
water. There was no hotel there, but we found a place to stay with a Swede family, 
quite a large one. Two of the older girls gave up their beds to us. Next morning. 
after settling with our hostess, I noticed that Pat dropped a good-sized coin into the 
hands of each of the girls who had given up their beds to us. We were obliged to 
leave our horses there and walk into Sheffield, the roads being washed out, and it was 
a week before we were able to get our horses home. 

Pat and I started in at once to find someone who would take an interest with us 
in drilling a well on the Crabtree land. We thought we could get enough of the 
scouts to take it all, but we failed in this, only one of them, Lucius Beaumont, agree- 
ing to take one-eighth interest with us. As Pat and I did not care to carry more than 
one-eighth, we were obliged to look for someone else. On my return to Bradford, I 
showed the location to Captain Jones, suggesting to him that it looked like a good 
one. After looking it over he consented to take the other five-eighths. 

Upon my return to Sheffield we hunted up a contractor to build the rig and also 
one to drill the well. Our next step was to make the location. This was no easy 
matter, as there were no regular roads anywhere near it and no house within 10 
miles, the country being heavily timbered through there. We went out to Frost Mills, 
a sawmill located on the Marienville road some 15 miles south of Sheffield. At Frost 
Mills they gave us directions how to find the land, saying there was a hunter’s shanty 
on it and that two hunters were staying there at that time. The road leading to it 
was a lumber road, and a very poor one, but we were able to follow it a distance of 10 
miles, where we found the shanty and the hunters as described. These hunters knew 
the boundaries of the land and agreed to help locate the well, inviting us to stay 
over night with them. This was agreeable to us. We had brought feed along for our 
horses. They got us a supper of bacon and bread. After supper one of them in- 
quired if we played cards. Pat said that he did sometimes. They then proposed that 
we have a game of poker. As I did not know the game very well, I declined, but Pat 
said that he did not mind taking a hand with them. So they went at it, using an old 
greasy pack of cards that had seen much service. Their light was a tallow candle. 
Starting in the evening, they were still at it when I went to bed in a bunk. About 12 
o'clock, I woke up and found they were just finishing their game. The reason that 
they stopped was because the two hunters had no more money. Pat had skinned 
them out of all of it, about $8. He had also paid them $5 for their next day’s work 
in helping us to locate the well. This had followed the $8. There was a great differ- 
ence in the smiles on Pat’s face and those of the two hunters. 

Locating the Hoodoo Weill. 


The next day, after looking up the line, we located the well on the banks of 
Spring Creek. The hunters agreed to show the location to the rigbuilders when they 
came in. Returning to the shanty, we had our dinner, and upon leaving for Sheffield, 
Pat handed the hunters back their $8, also the $5 for their day’s work, telling them 
that.he did not want their money, the fun was enough for him. This greatly tickled 
the hunters and they proved good friends to us afterwards. 

We soon had the contractor, S. W. Coe, commonly called ‘‘Doc,”’ at work. He 
made good time on the well. When near the sand Beaumont, Boyle and I went out to 
see it drilled in, spending our leisure time in fishing in Spring Creek while waiting 
for the verdct. 

We struck the Bradford sand at 2,335 feet, but it was very poor, showing no oil 
whatever, so we were obliged to abandon the well. In drilling through the Cherry 
Grove sand we found some oil—about one barrel a day. We paid no attention to this, 
thinking it was too small to bother with, but that is where we made our mistake. 
This oil filled the hole up to the top and ran over the conductor pipe in a small 
stream. It flowed down the creek and spread out over a considerable surface. A 
few years later, a fisherman going down the ereek found this oil and the old well. 
So much impressed was he at the showing that he drilled a new well to the Cherry 
Grove sand and put in a large torpedo; he got a 25-bbl. well out of it. This well 
opened up a good-sized field in that vicinity, none of the wells being very large. 

On our way back to Sheffield, we passed a pump station where they did Western 
Union business. Boyle said that he did not propose to let the ‘‘hoodoo” die out so 
easy. He proposed to let the people know that thére was such a well. He wrote out 
the following message to a tankbuilder at Garfield: ‘‘Mr. Thomas McGraw, Garfield, 
Pa. We want you to look up for us two 1,200-bbl. tanks, also two 250’s. We will be 
there in the morning to confer with you. Do not let this information become known 
to anyone. Signed, P. C. Boyle.”’ 

Now, McGraw was noted for telling yarns. The scouts often used to tell him 
secrets about the wells, knowing he was such a gossip that it would soon become 
known. 

After sending this message, we went on to Sheffield. Upon our arrival there was 
much excitement among the boys. Messages had been coming from different ex- 
changes stating that rumors from Garfield reported the ‘‘Hoodoo’”’ was a large well. 
This was what Pat expected would happen when he wired McGraw. 

The correct information about the well was sent to the press, so that in the 
morning everyone knew that the ‘‘Hoodoo” was a dry hole. 

Getting a Lease. 

During the early field operations of the scouts, they paid no attention to leasing 
or securing oil territory, but later on, after we had become better organized and had 
more time for such things, we frequently secured very valuable leases for our peop!e. 
However, we had our troubles in this respect, as well as in other lines. 

I remember on.one occasion where I lost a valuable lease through not attending 
to business as promptly as I should have done. 

Along in the fall of ’83, while we were reporting at Thorn Creek, I made the ac- 
quaintance of a Postal Telegraph lineman. He told me that he had a brother who 
was a lawyer in Cleveland and had a letter from him asking him to inquire among 
the scouts as to whether they knew anythnig about Lot No. 244, located /near Shef- 
field. He said that he had sold the timber‘and surface right to Horton & Crary, tan- 
ners at Sheffield, but that he reserved the oil right in the property, and he would like 
to know if there was any prospect of it becoming oil territory. I had a map covering 
all that section of the country with me, and easily located ot No. 244. I found that it 
was directly south of the Tiona field and so close that it was possible it might be 
good. As I hadn’t been at Sheffield for some time, I did not know what the field 
operations were in that vicinity, but I did know that they were working south in the 
direction of this lot. 

Now, as the surface belonged to Horton & Crary, it was so marked on the map, 
they owning several thousand acres in that vicinity; no one except Horton & Crary 
and the lawyer knew of this reserve. Everybody thought the oil on the lot belonged 
to Horton & Crary, as indicated on the map. 

I told my Postal friend that the first time I went up the river I would go over the 
property and if I found that it was desirable I would arrange to take a lease on it for 
the Bradford Oil Company. 

Two weeks later, being in Bradford, I showed the lot to Captain Jones, and as he 
thought favorable of it, I went to Sheffield, where, obtaining a horse, I inquired of 
the proprietor of the Lee House for the best possible road leading to Lot 244. He told 
me how to go out to it; also that Horton & Crary were drilling a well on the adjoining : 
lot north of it. Upon reaching the lot I found this to be so. The fact that Horton & 
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Crary were actually drilling within 200 | 
feet of the line of the lot made it look} 
like wheat in the mill. | 

Riding to Sheffield, I met Mr. Jere Crary | 
on the street. Being well acquainted with | 
him, we talked a few minutes about the! 
situation, but I did not tell him what my | 
business was there. 

Taking a train back to Bradford, I laid | 


the matter before Captain Jones and, aft- |. 


er considering it awhile, he told.me to go_ 
to Cleveland and secure a lease on it, if | 
possible. I was authorized to pay as high 
as $5,000 bonus, if I could not secure it) 
for less, and he further agreed to carry | 
me one-half interest if I secured it. 

What I should have done was to get a 
train at once for Cleveland, but Sarah | 
Bernhardt was to appear at the Bradford 
opera house that evening and, my wife 
having secured two seats for the play, I 
decided that I would stay and see Sarah 
and go to Cleveland in the morning. 

This I did, to my sorrow. Upon reach- 
ing Cleveland about noon I looked up my 
party and upon entering his office found 
Mr. Jere Crary seated there smiling like a 
basket of chips. Of course I was greatly 
disappointed to find that he had beaten 
me to it. 

I handed the lawyer my letter of intro- 
duction from his brother, and after read- 
ing it he excused himself from Mr. Crary. 
He invited me into the other room. He 
told me that he had already drawn up a 
lease on the property to Mr. Crary at a 
straight one-eighth royalty without any 
bonus, although he had not signed it yet; 
still -he would be obliged to sign it. I told 
him I was sorry to lose the lease, as it 
was a very valuable one and was worth 
considerable more money than he was 
getting for it, and that Mr. Crary had not 
been square with him in the matter. He 
inquired of me what I would be willing to 
give for the lease and one-eighth royalty. 
I told him that I would give him a check 
for $5,000 and one-eighth of the oil if he 
would give me the lease instead of sign- 
ing it away to Crary. 

He said it was a great temptation, but 
that he would not break his word for it. 

Mr. Crary afterwards told me that he 


|}at that time, and that was a rather dear 





suspected something when he saw me in 
Sheffield riding out the Tiona road and 


that he inquired of the proprietor of the} 
hotel what I was there for, and the pro- 
prietor told him that I was going out to 
Lot No. 244. Crary, of course, knew by 
that that I was onto the fact that the oil 
interest on that lot did not belong to him, 
and if he did not attend to it at once I 
would probably get it away from him. He 
jumped a freight train and went to War- 
ren, where he got a train that brought 
him to’Cleveland early the next morning. 


The property was easily worth $10,000 


price to pay to see Sarah Bernhardt play, 
and I must confess that I have been sore 
on the divine Sarah ever since. 

However, while this property was not 
secured, it was a good lesson to me, and | 
it was always “business before pleasure’”’ 
after that. 

To illustrate that promptness and vigi- | 
lance always pays, I will relate an expe- | 


rience in getting territory in the Macks- 
burg field, where I was more successful. 

In the spring of 1884 I was seated on a | 
bench under a tree in the dooryard of my, | 
boarding house in the village of Macks- | 
burg. The scouts were in town in force | 
awaiting developments on the Lang well, 
expected to be a good well. 

An old gentleman came walking up the 
street and, seeing a vacant seat beside 
me, came over and sat down. He was a 
tall, spare man, about 70 years old, with 
long, gray whiskers and wearing a slouch 
hat, 

After exchanging a few words, he asked 
me if I was in the oil business. I told him 
I was. 7 

“Well,” said he, ‘I used to be in the oil 
business, but it was a long while ago—20 
years ago. I had poor success and I have 
not touched the business since.” | 

I inquired his name and he said it was 
Follett. 

“Where did you operate, Mr. Follett?” 

“Right here,’’ said he. ‘‘Twenty years 
ago two partners and myself bought a 
tract of 400 acres of land from the Hoff- 
man heirs. It lay up Goose Run,’’ point- 
ing. with his hand up that little stream. 
“We drilled three wells on it, but they 
were all dry. They were shallow wells, of 
course. At that time.the oil was found in 
this vicinity at about 200 feet, and there 





was greater excitement over it then than 
now. Those flats over there,’ pointing 
towards Duck Creek, ‘‘were covered with 


| derricks and the town was full of people. 


We had paid $30,000 cash for this land and 
after drilling three dry holes we were very 
sore and determined to quit the oil busi- 
ness for good. We sold our machinery, 
then sold off the surface rights Qf the 400 
acres, some to Mr. Stevens, a piece to Mr. 
Perkins, and the balance to Mr. Kindish. 
We sold this property very cheap, for we 


| were anxious to get away from the busi- 
| ness, but in selling to these farmers we 


reserved the oil right to it, including all 
the coal and minerals of any kind, and 


| the right to mine and drill, put up the 


necessary buildings to operate, build 
roads, cut timber necessary for their erec- 
tion, the right to use water, etc.; in fact, 
all reservation for everything except the 
surface.”’ 

“Do you still own the property,” I asked 


|of Mr. Follett. . 


“Yes, sir; I own one-third of it; a Mr. 
Thompson owns one-third, and a Mr. 
Cohn owns the other third of it. None of 
us have ever disposed of any of our 
rights.”’ 

I pulled out my map, a document that 
all scouts carry, and Mr. Follett pointed 
out to me the land that he owned the oil 
rights on. 

It was located on both sides of Goose 
Creek, running back in an easterly direc- 
tion a mile. On the eastern side of this 
property, within a half mile of it, was lo- 
cated the Mills & Mullen well, and the 
Lang well, both considered to be good 
wells. On the southern line, close to 
Perkins’ farm, was the Garvey well, doing 
17 bbls. On the west was the Decker well, 
that was also a good one. On the north 
side was the large Minshall gas well. The 
property was well tested and was un- 
doubtedly giltedge. 

The oil reserve on this property was 
well known, The farmers who owned the 
land wanted to ignore it, stating that the 
people who owned the reserve were dead 
or had forgotten all about it. They tried 
to lease it to several operators, but they, 
after looking up the records, would have 
nothing to do with it. These farmers 
could give no information as to where the 





owners of the reserve could be found. The 
only thing that they did know was that 
at the time of the reserve they lived in 
Pittsburgh or Allegheny City. But they 
never had heard from them since. 

Several attempts were made to look 
them up in Pittsburgh, but without any 
success. I knew this. I also knew that 
should it become known that one of the 
owners was in town, the operators would 
be around him like bees around a hive, 
and I determined that, if possible, I would 
not let his identity become known, and 
also that if I could secure the property at 
a reasonable figure I would do so. 

Putting up the map, I asked Mr. Fol- 
lett if he had a copy of his reserve with 
him. He said that he had the original 
one, and produced it. After reading it 
over carefully I made up my mind that it 
was a good one and that it covered every- 
thing that was necessary for operation. 

I then asked Mr. Follett if he had vis- 
ited the property since he had come back. 
He said that he had come up from Mari- 
etta on the 10 o’clock train and had gone 
up Goose Creek to where he had drilled 
the dry holes. “On seeing them they so 
disgusted me that I returned. I have seen 


enough.” 

I asked him if he had seen or met any- 
one who knew him. He said that he had 
not; that I was the first one he had 
spoken to. “I did not see a single soul 


that I knew 20 years ago.”’ 

I said to him, ‘‘I suppose that you have 
set your price on this property. If so, I 
would like to know what it is and if it is 
satisfactory I will make a deal with you.” 

“That, I have,’ he said. “I want four 
thousand dollars for my one-third inter- 
est. That is the least that I will take.”’ 

“Well, how about the other two inter- 
ests; what do they want for them? I 
would not think of buying your interest 
alone without having the other two, also.’"’ 

“Well, as to Mr. Thompson, he told me 
that he would take the same for his third 
that I received for mine. Mr. Thomp- 
son’s home is in Seattle, but he is in New 
York on business now. He wrote me from 
there, asking me to come down here and 
investigate this property, saying that he 
had heard some rumors that there were 
new developments here. He sail that he 
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would pay my expenses, and also that if I 
made a sale that he would take the same 
for his property that I got. He will be 
back in Pittsburgh the last of this week, 
where I am to meet him. As to Mr. Cohn, 
his home is in Columbiana County, O., 
and he is in the butcher business. He 
ships a carload of cattle to Hast Liberty 
every week, and he will be there also the 
last of this week. I have not seen him 
for some time and he does not know any- 
thing about the new developments here. 
As to what he will take, I do not know, 
but I think that it can be got very cheap. 
If you buy our interests, I will see that 
you get his interest for very much less 
than we get.” 

This was all very satisfactory to me, 
and as it was a very low price for the 
property, I determined to get it, if pos- 
sible. 

Fearing that he might meet someone 
who knew him, I was very anxious to get 
him out of town and suggested to him 
that we take the 4 o'clock train and go up 
to Caldwell, the county seat, where I 
could examine the records and see that 
everything was all right, and then we 
could stay there all night,-and next day 
we could return to Marietta. This he 
readily consented to do, and we remained 
where we were until shortly before train 
time, when I hustled him onto the train 
without meeting anyone who knew him. 

At Caldwell, I found the records all 
right, and had two certified copies of the 
deed written for me. One of these I en- 
closed to Captain Jones. 

I described to him the location of the 
property, and, as he had a map the same 
as mine, which I had sent him just previ- 
ously, he could see at a glance that it was 
very valuable. I told him about Mr. Fol- 
lett and the other owners and that I was 
endeavoring to keep him from being seen. 
I also explained to him that if he was 
satisfied for me to buy the property, that 
I would be in Marietta the next day ready 
to go up the river the following day on a 
packet, and directed him to wire me in- 
structions to Marietta. Also, should he 
conclude to take the property, to send 
F. L. Blackmar, his attorney, to Pitts- 
burgh, to meet me at the Monongahela 
House and assist me in closing up the 
deal, 

The next morning we went down to 
Marietta, where I spent the day enter- 
taining Mr. Follett, and keeping him from 
coming in contact with anyone who might 
know him, as he had spent considerable 
time there 20 years before. 

In the evening I got a long telegram 
from the Captain with instructions, stat- 
ing that I should close up the deal at 
once, as he considered it a bargain; also 
that Blackmar would meet me in Pitts- 
burgh with instructions; also that should 
I succeed in securing the property he 
would carry me one-third interest in it. 

Telling Mr. Follett that everything had 
been arranged for me to close up the deal, 
we engaged staterooms on the Lady Hud- 
son, a Cincinnati and Pittsburgh packet. 
We went on board at 10 o’clock that even- 
ing, arriving at Pittsburgh at 5 o'clock 
the next morning, where Mr. Blackmar 
met me at the Monongahela House. 

Mr. Follett’s home was in Allegheny 
City, where he went. He agreed to meet 
us at the hotel the next morning at 9 
o’clock. He was there on time, telling us 
that he stopped at the Dime Savings 
Bank, where Mr. Thompson usually 
stayed. He said that he found Mr. Thomp- 
son and had explained the situation to 
him. Mr. Thompson said that four thou- 
sand dollars would be satisfactory to him, 
the same as we were paying Mr. Follett. 
He further said that he would be there 
that afternoon ready to sign up the 
papers if we wished to do so. Mr. Fol- 
lett said that he had also telephoned out 
to the stockyards at East Liberty and 
found that Mr. Cohn was there with a 
earload of cattle and he thought that the 
best thing for us to do was to go out 
there and see him. This was agreeable 
to us. On arriving at East Liberty, Mr. 
Follett looked up his old partner and soon 
found him and introduced us. 

On the way out to East Liberty, Mr. 
Follett told us that Cohn was a Jew, and 
that he was very likely to ask more for 
the property than he really would be will- 
ing to take. He said that he would not 
lie to him, but that he would tell Mr. 
Cohn that he thought the property ought 
to be worth $1,000. He said that Mr. Cohn 
and he were not very good friends, for at 
the time that they had finished up the last 
well, Mr. Cohn refused to pay his share of 
the expense, but they had finally got it 
out of him when he made the sale of the 
land to the farmers. Mr. Follett also 
stated that Mr. Cohn did not own the en- 
tire interest himself. There were three 
partners interested in it with him, al- 
though the title was all in Mr. Cohn’s 
name, and he thought that if we closed 





the deal with him, he never would tell 
those other partners anything about it, 
but would keep all the money himself. 

After passing the time of day with 
Cohn, I said that I supposed he knew our 
business with him. He said that he did, 
that Mr. Follett had told him. ‘What 
are you people willing to pay me for my 
interest?’ Mr. Cohn asked. 

I told him that I would be willing to 
pay $500 cash for it. He seemed surprised 
to think that we should offer such a small 
sum; he knew it was worth far more than 
that, going on in that strain for some 
time. Finally, I asked him what he would 
be willing to take for the property. He 
said he would not take a cent less than 
$1,000 cash; that this was very cheap, 3s 
it was a very valuable property. 

After some argument, I offered to split 
the difference with him, making the offer 
$750. He refused to take this, but agreed 
to take $900; but I did not give in. Finally 
he consented to take $800. This I agreed 
to and handed him a $20 bill. Blackmar 
wrote out a receipt for it, stating what it 
was for. We were not going to trust him. 

I told him that if he would come into 
town with us at once we would have the 
papers drawn up for him to sign and we 
would pay him the balance in cash as 
soon as he signed them. He was per- 
fectly willing to do so and we started back 
to Pittsburgh. 

Going into Mr. John Chapman’s office, 
an old acquaintance of mine from Brad- 
ford, Mr. Blackmar and he started to 
draw up the papers at once, while I went 
down to the Keystone Bank, where Cap- 
tain Jones had made arrangements for 
me to get the money on a sight draft. As 
Mr. Hayes, the cashier, knew me, I had 
no trouble, and had two New York drafts 
made out, one to Mr. Thompson and the 
other to Mr. Follett, for .$4,000 each, and 
taking $800 in cash, I returned to Mr. 
Chapman’s office, where they had com- 
pleted the papers for Mr. Cohn to sign, 
which he did, and I handed him over the 
money. Mr. Cohn being a widower, his 
personal signature to the papers was all 
that was necessary. 

After finishing up Mr. Cohn, we took 
the papers made out for Mr. Thdmpson 
down to his bank, where, he having signed 
and acknowledged them, I turned over 
the $4,000. 

Mr. Follett’s share was all that re- 
mained for us to complete. We agreed to 
go with him to Allegheny that evening 
after supper, he saying that he would 
have a notary there to sign up the papers, 
as it was necessary to have his wife’s sig- 
nature attached to them. This we did, 
and, upon returning to Pittsburgh, I wired 
the Captain that the deal was closed and 
the property was ours. 

Mr. Blackmar returned to Bradford the 
next day, while I took the papers on the 
boat back to Marietta and on up to Cald- 
well, where I had them recorded. 

I then returned to Macksburg, the proud 
possessor of a fortune. I will have to ad- 
mit that in walking up the streets of 
Macksburg that morning I stepped both 
high and wide, and that I would have to 
be well acquainted with anyone before I 
would recognize him. In fact, the boys 
accused me of having a swelled head. I 
was very proud over the work that I had 
done. 

About two weeks later, I returned to 
Bradford, where I was warmly congratu- 
lated by Captain Jones. He said that he 
had already had several offers for the 
property and asked my opinion on them. 
One of them was for the Perkins farm. 
It contained 21 acres and was for $2,100. 
As this farm was located on top of a high 
hill, the drilling would be very expensive. 


I told the Captain this, and that we had, 


better accept this offer. 

For the remainder of the property we 
had an offer of $85 per acre and one- 
eighth royalty. This was a good bonus, 
so we accepted it, selling it to F. E. Boden 
and F. M. Aiken. 


Now this one-eighth royalty proved very 
valuable, as the largest well in the Macks- 
burg field was found on it, and several 
of the wells produced as high as 500 bbls. 
per day. The earnings of that one-eighth 
royalty, together: with the bonus and the 
final sale of the royalty, netted us close 
to $100,000. The property is still a good 
one, and it has probably paid better than 
$1,000,000. Had we operated it ourselves 
we would, of course, have made much 
more out of it. " 


KILLED IN WAR DISPUTE. 





Louis Helwig, employed by an oil com- 
pany at White Plains, N. Y., engaged in 
a dispute with Gerhard Precht, some days 
ago. Helwig was killed in the fight that 
followed, his skull being fractured. The 
dead man was an Alsatian. His alleged 
assailant was a Prussian. 


SENATOR CHILTON’S RESOLUTION 





WASHINGTON, D. C., August 22.— 
Senator Chilton, of Texas, has been 
stirred up by Pennsylvania, W. Virginia, 
and Ohio oil operators because the Seep 
Purchasing Agency has been obliged to 
restrict the purchases of oil because the 
European war has practically stopped 
exports of oil to that section of the 
world. These producers desiring to have 
their oil purchased charged the Standard 
Oil Co., generally with the failure of the 
Seep Producing Agency, which is in fact, 
one of the thirty-four companies that 
formerly composed the Standard Oil Co., 
to purchase their oil without regard to 
the ability of the Seep Producing Agency 
to store or send it abroad. They have 
prevailed upon Senator Chilton to intro- 
duce in the senate a resolution (S. Res. 
442) providing for the appointment of a 
committee of five senators to investigate 
the conditions of the oil industry in New 
York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, West Virginia 
and elsewhere affecting the production, 
transportation and marketing of crude 
petroleum with a special reference to the 
manner in which the market for that 
product has been created, maintained 
and controlled, etc. 


This resolution has been referred to 
the committee on Audit and Control. of 
the Contingent Expenses of the Senate, 
which committee passes upon resolutions 
of investigation which require an appro- 
priation. Senator Chilton’s resolution, 
preceded by a number of whereases, all 
of which make highly interesting read- 
ing, follows: : 

‘“‘Whereas, the production of crude oil 
has, during the past 30 years, come to 
be one of the great industries of Penn- 
sylvania, West Virginia, Ohio and other 
states, and hundreds of mililons of dol- 
lars of capital is invested in the oil busi- 
ness in these states ,rendering the busi- 
ness health of vast sections dependent 
upon this industry; and 


“Whereas, it is alleged that through 
the ownership and control of a system 
of pipelines through the oil fields, fur- 
nishing the only practical means of 
transportation, the Standard Oil Co., with 
its various subsidiaries and branches, has 
for years fixed the price of crude oil at 
its pleasure, and has thereby made the 
oil market; and 
“‘Whereas, it is claimed that the Stand- 
ard Oil Co., and the owners thereof have 
built up this condition until it has be- 
come substantially the only purchaser of 
crude oil in the states named through 
the South Penn Oil Co., the Joseph Seep 
Purchasing Agency, and others, in fact, 
representing said Standard Oil Co., and 
that as such sole transporters and pur- 
chasers it has always solicited the busi- 
ness and production of independent vil 
operators and has purchased all the oil 
produced by them at a market price <o 
fixed by itself; and 

“Whereas, said course so pursued by 
said Standard Oil Co., is alleged to have 
created the conditions- which have pre- 
vailed in the oil fields, including a market 
for all said product, thereby inducing 
thousands of .citizens to invest their 
money in the _ oil-producing business, 
relying upon a continaution of the condi- 
tions so created by said company; and 
“Whereas, it now appears that said 
Standard Oil Co., through the various 
pipelines and purchasing agents it is al- 
leged to control has recently revolution- 
ized the conditions of the oil business in 
the states named above not only as to 
price, but by refusing to run mere than 
25 per cent, or thereabouts, of the oil 
produced, and refusing to buy the pro- 
duct of the wells, thereby reversing the 
policy always heretofore followed, bring- 
ing chaos and ruin in the said oil fields 
and threatening the destruction of hun- 
dreds of millions of property, and the 
loss of the many millions of dollars of 





capital it so induced citizens te invest in 
the oil business in said states; and 


“Whereas, it is alleged that -said action 
on the part of said Standard Qil Co., and 
its subsidiaries, controlled companies, 
and purchasing agencies is monopolistic 
and in restraint of trade between the 
several states, and is therefore unlawful, 
and that such action is arbitrary and 
fraudulent; and 

“Whereas, said conditions of the oil 
industry vitally affect the happiness and 
propriety of thousands of our people, and 
if resulting from the causes alleged, such 
injustice is remediable by Congress under 
the inter-state commerce clause of the 


constitution; Therefore be it 

“Resolved, That a committee of five 
members of the Senate is hereby created, 
its members to be appointed by the 
Persident of the Senate, for the purpose 
and with direction to make thorough in- 
vestigation of the conditions - prevailing 
and that have prevailed in the states of 
New York, Pennsylvania, West Virginia 
and Ohio, or elsewhere, affecting the 
productions, transportation, and market- 
ing of crude petroleum, with especial 
reference to the manner in which the 
market for same has been created, main- 
tained and controlled, and by whom, and 
the effect of such market and the main- 
tainance and control thereof upon the 
inducement of capital to seek investment 
in the oil business, and especially in the 
development of new fields. 


“Said committee shall also ascertain 
what connection or relation of any kind 
has existed or now exists betwe.a or 
among any two or more of the pipeline 
companies which have been or are now 
transporting crude oil within said fields, 
together with what, if any, common 
ownership, interest or control has at any 
time existed or now exists between such 
pipelines or any of them, and the various 
agencies that have purchased crude oil 
in said states since 1890 and what dis- 
position such agencies have made of the 
crude oil so purchased, and to whom it 
has been turned over for refining and 
manufacture, and under what conditions; 
with the object of ascertaining for the 
information of the senate whether the 
charge is true that substantially the 
same interests have operated the pipe- 
lines, made the market, bought the crude 
oil, refined it, and fixed the price of the 
refined products, and whether in such 
respect the laws of the United States 
have been violated. 

‘Said committee shall also inquire into 
and ascertain if it is true that said pipe 
line companies or any of them have re- 
cently stopped taking all or any, part of 
the crude oil produced by independent 
producers into tanks to which such pipe- 
line companies have connected their pipe 
lines, and whether it is true’ that said 
purchasing agencies or any of them have 
recently stopped purchasing all or any 
part of the crude oil so produced by in- 
dependent producers in said states, to- 
gether with any information such com- 
mittee may be able to obtain-as to the 
reasons for such refusal to run and pur- 
chase oil, and what effect the same is 
having upon the oil industry, and es- 
pecially properties already developed in 
the states named. 

“Said committee is authorized to sit in 
the recess of the senate, and at any 
point in the United States, to employ such 
counsel, clerks and stenographers as it 
may find necessary, to summon and 
swear witnesses, send for pérsons and 
papers and tc do any cther things neces- 
sary to the success of the investigation 
committed to it. Said comniittee shall 
report to the senate its finding, together 
with the evidence taken, when its work 
hereunder is completed, and Shall make 
reports from time to time as required 
by the senate. 

“All expenses incurred by ‘said com- 
mittee hereunder shall be paid out of the 
contingent fund of the senate.” 








mont, Texas. Delivered 
Beaumont. Texas. 





FOR SALE 


12 miles 6-inch Standard line pipe suitable for line or 
casing; tested 400 pounds pressure, 22 cents. Beau- 


prices quoted. Box 986, 








